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STATE OF NEW YORK

5937

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 23, 2021

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Children and Families

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to establishing a state
youth comri ssion to advise the governor on youth issues in the state
of New Yor k

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The executive law is amended by adding a new article 19-1

to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 19-1
STATE YOUTH COWVM SSI ON

Section 535. State youth commi ssion

8 535. State youth commission. 1. There is hereby established wthin
the executive departnent the state youth conmission. The conmm SSion
shall have the authority to advise the governor and the legislature on
youth-related issues in New York. The conmission shall consist of indi-
viduals who have an understanding of the needs of young people in the
state, or experience with children and youth prograns or youth organiza-
tions, or involvenent with school or community activities. The nenbers

of the commission shall represent the diversity of ethnicity, race,
gender and sexual orientation of the people of New York and shall be
residents of the state.

2. The commission shall consist of seventeen nenbers, each of whom

shall be between the ages of twelve and twenty-three vears at the tine
of appointnent. One nenber shall be appointed by each of the Mayors of
the city of New York, Buffalo., Rochester, Yonkers., Syracuse, Albany and
Mount  Vernon; ten nenbers shall be appointed by the governor from each
of the following regions of the state:

(a) the western region, which shall consist of N agara, Erie, Chautau-
qua, Cattaraugus, and All egany counti es;
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(b) the finger |akes region, which shall consist of Oleans, Genesee,
Woni ng, Monroe, Livingston, Wayne, Ontario, Yates, and Seneca counties;

(c) the southern tier, which shall consist of Steuben. Schuyler, Tonp-
kins, Chemung., Tioga, Chenango, Broone., and Del aware counties;

(d) the central region, which shall consist of Oswego, Cayuga. Ononda-
ga. Madison, and Cortland counties;

(e) the northern region., which shall consist of St. lLawence, lLew s,
Jefferson, Hanmilton, Essex, Clinton, and Franklin counties:;

(f) the Mohawk valley region, which shall consist of Oneida, Herkiner,
Fulton., Mntgonery, Osego, and Schoharie counties;

(g) the capital district region, which shall consist of Al bany., Colum
bia, Geene., Warren, Washington., Saratoga. Schenectady. and Renssel aer
counti es;

(h) the Hudson valley region. which shall consist of Sullivan. U ster,
Dut chess, Orange, Putnam Rockl and, and Westchester counties;

(i) the New York city region., which shall consist of Minhattan, Bronx,
Queens, Brooklyn, and Ri chnond counties; and

(j) the Long Island region, which shall consist of Nassau and Suffolk
counti es.

3. Menbers shall serve at the pleasure of their appointing authori-
ties. The governor shall designate one of the nenbers of the youth
conm ssion to serve as chair.

4. Menbers shall serve a termof two years. Vacancies in nenbership of
the conmm ssion occurring fromany cause shall be filled by the appoint-
ing authority authorized to nake the original appointnent of the nenber
whose office becones vacant.

5. Menbers of the commission shall not be conpensated for their
services nor shall they be reinbursed for their expenses.

6. The commission shall neet at least quarterly. The deliberations,
neeting and other proceedings of the comm ssion shall be governed by
article seven of the public officers law. Any one or nore nenbers of the
commission mmy participate in a nmeeting by neans of a conference tele-
phone, conference video or simlar comunications equipnent allow ng al
persons participating in the neeting to hear each other at the sanme
tine. Participation by such neans shall constitute presence in person
at a neeting.

7. The commi ssion shall have the authority to create, anend, and
repeal its own code of byl aws.

8. The conmmi ssion shall have the follow ng duties:

(a) to identify the concerns and needs of the children and youths of
New YorKk:;

(b) to exanine existing social. econonmic., educational, and recreation-
al progranms for children and youths of New York;

(c) to develop and propose plans that support or inprove such
prograns; and

(d) to make recommendations thereon to the governor and legislature.

9. The conmssion shall submt a report to the governor and |eqisla-
ture of its recommendations on or before COctober first of each cal endar
year. Such report shall include recommendations on juvenile crine
prevention, job opportunities for youth, recreational activities for
teenagers, opportunities for effective participation by youth in the
governnental process, and changes in city and county reqgulations that
are necessary to inprove the social, economc, educational, and recre-
ational advantages of children and youth.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect i mediately.




