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STATE OF NEW YORK

549-- A
Cal. No. 455

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 6, 2021

Introduced by Sens. SANDERS, BAILEY, HI NCHEY, PARKER -- read tw ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be coomitted to the Committee on
Agriculture -- reported favorably fromsaid committee and comitted to
the Comrittee on Finance -- reported favorably fromsaid comittee,
ordered to first report, anmended on first report, ordered to a second
report and ordered reprinted, retaining its place in the order of
second report

AN ACT to anmend the agriculture and markets law, the state finance |aw,
and the economi c devel oprment law, in relation to procurenment of |ocal-
Iy grown farm and food products and codi fying the New York state coun-
cil on food policy

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "local food, farns, and jobs act".

§ 2. Section 16 of the agriculture and markets law is anmended by
addi ng a new subdivision 6-a to read as foll ows:

6-a. Establish a New York state council on food policy. The purpose
of the council shall be to facilitate the growh of a New York-based
local farm and food product econony that revitalizes rural and urban
communities, pronotes healthy eating with access to fresh foods, creates
jobs, ensures a readily available supply of safe food in an energency
event, and supports econonmc growth through making local farm or food
products available to all New York citizens.

(a) The responsibilities of the council shall include, but are not
limted to, the foll ow ng:

(i) to develop and recommend a food policy for the state which recog-
nizes that it is in the best interests of the state to ensure the avail -
ability of an adequate supply of affordable, fresh and nutritious food
toits residents;

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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(ii) to develop and recomend state policies to expand agricultural
production, including locally-grown and organically-grown food;

(iii) to develop and recommend a strategic plan for inplenentation of
the state food policy, including benchmarks and criteria for neasuring
progress in achieving state food policy objectives;

(iv) to offer coments on state regulations, |legislation and budget
proposals in the area of food policy, to ensure a coordinated and
conprehensi ve inter-agency approach to food policy issues;

(v) to assist state agencies, state-owned facilities, and other enti-
ties with the purchase of local farmor food products and with tracking
and reporting of such purchases in order to neet the goals established
in this section;

(vi) to assist local farm and food entrepreneurs to identify and
secure necessary resources and equi pnent to begin, maintain, and expand
projects and networks necessary for the developnent of local farm or
food products; provided, however, that the council will facilitate
program start-ups and then relinquish rights, benefits, and contro
within a reasonably short duration of tine;

(vii) to facilitate the building of infrastructure, including aggre-
gation, processing, storage, packaging, and distribution facilities
necessary to nove local farm or food products to local and other
nmar ket s;

(viii) to support and expand programs that recruit, train, and provide
technical assistance to New York farners and residents in order to
encourage the production of local farmor food products:;

(ix) to coordinate interagency policies, initiatives, and procedures
pronoting local farmand food products in New York comunities, by work-
ing with and involving state, federal, and local agencies, as well as
community based organizations, educational institutions, and trade
organi zations in executing the purposes of this section

(x) to facilitate the elimnation of legal barriers hindering the
developrment of a local farmand food econony by working with federal
state, and local public health agencies, other agencies and applicable
entities, and the New York attorney general to create consistent and
conpatible reqgulations for the production, storage, distribution, and
narketing of local farmor food products;

(xi) to facilitate the use of public lands for growing local farmor
food products by working with governnental entities at the local, state,
and federal |evels:;

(xii) to set annual goals for all purchases of local farm or food
products by New York residents and to nonitor the devel opnment and expan-
sion of a local farmand food econony through data collection, tracking,
neasurenent, analysis, and reporting on progress nade in an annual
report to the legislature; and

(xiii) toinitiate and facilitate public awareness canpai gns about the
econom ¢ benefits of a local farm and food econony.

(b) (i) The council shall consist of thirteen voting nenbers as
follows: six nenbers with experience and expertise related to agricul -
ture, nutrition or food policy appointed on the recommendation of the
legislative leaders, two each by the tenporary president of the senate
and the speaker of the assenbly, and one each by the nmnority |eader of
the senate, and the mnority | eader of the assenbly; the dean of the New
York state college of agriculture and life sciences; and six nenbers
shall be appointed by the governor.

(ii) The council shall consult on a regular basis wth an advisory
board consisting of: the comm ssioner, the commi ssioner of health, the




O©CoOoO~NOUP~WNE

S. 549--A 3

conm ssioner of the office of tenporary and disability assistance, the
conm ssioner of the office of children and fanmily services, the comi s-
sioner of education, the director of the office for the aging and ei ght
nenbers appointed by the governor.

(c) (i) The six council nenbers selected by the legislative |eaders
shall be appointed to three-year staggered terns as determned by the
| egislature. Such persons nmay be nom nated by organizations representing
the sectors outlined in paragraph (b) of this subdivision. Vacancies
shall be filled by the legislative | eaders.

(ii) The six council nenbers selected by the governor and the dean of
the New York state <college of agriculture and life sciences shall be
appointed to three-year staggered terns as determ ned by the governor.

(iii) The nenbers of the advisory board shall be appointed to three-
year staggered terns as determ ned by the governor. Such persons shal
be nom nated by organi zations representing the sectors outlined in para-
graph (b) of this subdivision. Vacancies shall be filled by the gover-
nor.

(d) The council may apply for and establish a not-for-profit corpo-
ration.

(e) The board of directors shall elect its presiding officers from
anong its nmenbers and may el ect or appoint an executive conmttee, other
commttees, and subcommttees to conduct the business of the organi za-
tion.

(f) The council may solicit grants, loans, and contributions from
public or private sources and nay enter into any contracts, grants,
| oans, or agreenents with respect to the use of such funds to execute
the purposes of this subdivision.

(g) The council shall issue a witten report on the first day of
Decenber each vear on: (i) the activities of the council during the
preceding vyear; (ii) recommended food policies for the state; (iii)
recommended changes to the strategic plan; (iv) an account of the
progress made in achieving the goals of the council; and (v) actions
which are necessary to inplenent the recommendations of the council and
effectuate its purposes.

(h) Subject to the availability of public or private funds, the board
of directors may enploy an executive director, treasurer, other staff,
or independent contractors necessary to execute the purposes of this
subdivision, and it may fix the conpensation, benefits, ternms, and
conditions of those persons' enploynent.

i) The state governnental agencies represented on the board of direc-
tors may re-direct existing staff, as appropriations permt; assist in
executing the purposes of this subdivision; and provide office space,
neeting space., and other research and conmuni cation services as appro-
pri ate.

(j) No nmenber of the council shall be disqualified from holding any
public office or enploynent. nor shall he or she forfeit any such office
or enploynment by virtue of his or her appointnent hereunder. Menbers of
the council shall receive no conpensation for their services but shal
be allowed their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the perform
ance of their functions hereunder. Al nenbers of the council shal
serve at the pleasure of the governor and vacancies shall be filled in
the sanme manner as original appointnments.

§ 3. The state finance |aw is anmended by adding a new section 163-c to
read as foll ows:

8 163-c. Procurenent goals for local farmor food products. 1. For

the purposes of this section, "local farmor food products” are products
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grown, processed, packaged, and distributed by New York citizens or
busi nesses | ocated wholly within the borders of New York state
2. (a) In order to create, strengthen. and expand local farmand food
econoni es throughout New York, it shall be the goal of this state that:
(i) twenty percent of all food and food products purchased by state

agencies and state-owned facilities, including, wthout limtation
facilities for persons with nental health and developnental disabili-
ties, correctional facilities, and public universities, shall, by two

thousand twenty-two, be local farmor food products; and

(ii) fifty percent of all food and food products purchased by state
agencies and state-owned facilities, including, wthout limtation
facilities for persons with nental health and developnental disabili-
ties, correctional facilities, and public universities, shall, by two
thousand twenty-six, be local farmor food products.

(b) The New York state council on food policy shall support and
encourage that twenty-five percent of food and food products purchased
by entities funded in part or in whole by state funds, which spend npbre
than twenty-five thousand dollars per year on food or food products for

its students, residents, or clients, including, wthout Jlimtation,
public schools, child care facilities, after-school prograns, and hospi -
tals, shall., by tw thousand twenty-three., be local farmor food
products. The goal shall increase to forty percent by two thousand twen-
ty-eight.

(c) To neet the goals set forth in this section, when a state contract
for purchase of food or food products is to be awarded to the |[|owest
responsible bidder, an otherwise qualified bidder who will fulfill the
contract through the use of local farmor food products may be given
preference over other bidders, provided that the cost included in the
bid of local farmor food products is not nore than ten percent qgreater
than the <cost included in a bidthat is not for local farmor food

products.

d) Al state agencies and state-owned facilities that urchase food
and food products shall, with the assistance of the New York state coun-
cil on food policy, develop a systemfor (i) identifying the percentage

of local farmor food products purchased for fiscal year tw thousand
twenty-two as the baseline; and (ii) tracking and reporting local farm
or food products purchases on an annual basis.

8§ 4. Section 16 of the agriculture and markets law is amended by
addi ng a new subdi vision 52 to read as foll ows:

52. Establish, and nake available on its website, a geo-coded el ec-
tronic database to facilitate the purchase of fresh produce and food
products by schools. The database shall be developed jointly with the
New York state council on food policy and, at a mninmum contain the
information necessary for (a) schools to identify and contact agricul -
tural producers that are interested in supplying schools in the state
with fresh produce and food products and (b) agricultural producers of
fresh produce and food products to identify schools in the state that
are interested in purchasing those products.

8§ 5. Subdivisions 8 and 9 of section 180-a of the econom c devel opnent
| aw, as added by chapter 550 of the laws of 1999, are anended to read as
foll ows:

8. geographically balanced public input and advice fromindividuals
and agencies directly involved with the production, processing, manufac-
turing and storage of agricultural products; and such other individuals
and agencies as may be engaged in state and |ocal activities in support
of econonic devel opnent in the agriculture resource industry; [and]
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9. the establishnent and purposes of the New York state council on
food policy established pursuant to subdivision six-a of section sixteen
of the agriculture and markets | aw, and

10. all things necessary or convenient to carry out the functions,
powers and duties expressly set forth in this article.

8§ 6. This act shall take effect inmediately.




