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STATE OF NEW YORK

5420

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 4, 2021

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Aging

AN ACT to anmend the elder law, in relation to volunteer progranms

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 7 of section 203 of the elder law is anmended to
read as foll ows:

7. (a) The director is hereby authorized, within anmounts appropriated
therefor, to make grants-in-aid to retired and seni or vol unteer prograns
for the engagenent of individuals fifty-five years of age or over to
serve as volunteers for the betternent of their community and them
sel ves. Such volunteer activities may include but shall not be Ilinmted
to assisting wth the preparation of nmeals at nutrition sites; |eading
activities at child care centers; delivering neals to honebound el derly;
provi di ng tel ephone reassurance and/or friendly visits to the frai
elderly; tutoring adults or children; assisting with services for the
honel ess and assi sting school districts which request volunteers for the
purpose of notifying a person in parental relation to any elenentary
school pupil when such pupil is deenmed absent fromrequired attendance
at his or her designated school. The services of these volunteers wll
be performed in the comunity where such individuals reside or in nearby
communities. Up to ten percent of such grants-in-aid may be expended for
the admnistrative purposes of such prograns, with the approval of the
of fice. Such grants shall be for a period of twelve nonths or |ess,
shall not be wused to nmatch other state funds, shall not be used as a
substitute for federal allocations, and shall be nade in a nanner which
does not conflict with federal law, rule or regulation pursuant to title
Il of the United States domestic volunteer services act of nineteen
hundred seventy-three, as anended. Grants may be used to match federa
funds, but not as a substitute for presently required non-federa
shares. Each grantee shall file reports at such tine and containing such
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information as the office shall require. For the purpose of admnister-
ing such grants-in-aid the office nay make such agreenents with other
public agencies as are deened necessary.

(b) In addition to the powers and duties contained in subdivision two
of this section, the office is hereby authorized to enter into a
relationship, defined by contract, with one or nbre statew de organi za-
tions for the purpose of establishing a databank of individuals w shing
to volunteer their services to prograns that address the needs of the
aging, and to establish, replicate, or encourage the developnent of
training prograns for such volunteers and prograns. The office shal
establish guidelines for the wuse of any such databank, including
requirenents concerning appropriate data to be entered into the data-
bank., confidentiality, screening, access, correction of the data, and
such other requirenents as the office, after consultation and with the
advice of the advisory committee for the aging and others, shall estab-
lish. The purpose of the training curriculumshall be to train, on a
voluntary basis, volunteers for the tasks they are interested in, and
individuals in not-for-profit organizations in effectively and effi-
ciently using volunteers. In developing the curriculum the office may
consult and work with individuals and entities with expertise in such
training and devel opnent at the state university of New York and the
city university of New York.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately, provided that the powers
and duties established in paragraph (b) of subdivision 7 of section 203
of the elder |aw as added by this act shall be effective on and after
the first of April occurring at |east one year after the date on which
this act shall have becone a | aw




