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STATE OF NEW YORK

5260

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 1, 2021

Introduced by Sen. KAM NSKY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Investigati ons and Govern-
ment Qperations

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to expandi ng the authori-
ty of the attorney general to investigate a crine; and to anend the
county law, in relation to maki ng confornm ng amendnents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 63 of the executive |aw, as
amended by chapter 155 of the laws of 2012, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

3. Upon request of the governor, conptroller, secretary of state,
comm ssioner of transportation, superintendent of financial services,
comm ssi oner of taxation and finance, comi ssioner of notor vehicles, or
the state inspector general, or the head of any other departnent,

authpri;y, divisipn ~or agency of the state, [}n¥e§%+ga§e—¥he—aLLeged

the attorney general deens it just and proper, investigate the alleged

conm ssion of any crines and offenses cognizable by the courts of this
state, and [+e] where appropriate prosecute the person or persons
believed to have cormmtted the same and any crinme or offense arising out
of such investigation or prosecution or both, including but not limted
to appearing before and presenting all such matters to a grand jury.
provided that nothing herein shall interfere with the ability of
district attorneys at any tine to receive conplaints, investigate and
prosecute any crines and offenses cogni zable by the courts of the county
pursuant to article twenty of the crimnal procedure |aw. The attorney
general may request and shall receive, from any agency., departnent,
division, board, bureau or commission of the state, or any politica

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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subdi vi si on thereof, cooperation and assistance in the perfornmance of
his or her duties and may provide assistance to any district attorney or
law enforcenent official requesting assistance in the investigation or
prosecution of any cognizable crinme or offense commtted within this
state.

8§ 2. Subdivision 8 of section 63 of the executive law, as anended by
chapter 451 of the laws of 1977, is amended to read as foll ows:

8. Wienever in [kis] the attorney-general's judgnment the public inter-
est requires it, the attorney-general nay[——ML%h—Lhe—app#e#a#-ei—%he
governor—and—when—dirested—bythe governor—-—shall+] inquire into

matters concerning the public peace, public safety and public justice.
For such purpose [he] the attorney-general may, in his discretion, and

without civil service exam nation, appoint and enpl oy, and at pleasure
renove, such deputies, officers and other persons as he deenms necessary,

determ ne their duties and[ —wth—the—-approval—of—the—governor| fix
thelr conpensatlon [ Al—appentreats—rndo—pursuant—teo—thi-s—subdivision

-] Paynents of salarles and
conpensation of officers and enployees and of the expenses of the
i nquiry shall be made out of funds provided by the legislature for such
purposes, which shall be deposited in a bank or trust conpany in the

nanes of [ithe—governer—and] the attorney-general, payable only on the
draft or check of the attorney- general[——eeun%e#s+gned—by—%he~@gn4u4uﬂq

and such disbursenents shall be subject to no audit except by [the
governor—and] the attorney-general. The attorney-general, his deputy, or
other officer, designated by him is enpowered to subpoena w tnesses,
conpel their attendance, examne them under oath before hinself or a
magi strate and require that any books, records, docunents or papers
relevant or material to the inquiry be turned over to [k the attor-
ney-general for inspection, exam nation or audit, pursuant to the civil

practice law and rules. |If a person subpoenaed to attend upon such
inquiry fails to obey the command of a subpoena w thout reasonable
cause, or if a person in attendance upon such inquiry shall, w thout

reasonabl e cause, refuse to be sworn or to be examned or to answer a
question or to produce a book or paper, when ordered so to do by the
of fi cer conducting such inquiry, he shall be guilty of a nisdenmeanor. It
shall be the duty of all public officers, their deputies, assistants and
subordi nates, clerks and enpl oyees, and all other persons, to render and
furnish to the attorney-general, his deputy or other designated officer

when requested, all information and assistance in their possession and
within their power. Each deputy or other officer appointed or designated
to conduct such inquiry shall nake a weekly report in detail to the
attorney-general, in formto be approved by [ithe—goverher—and] the
attorney-general, which report shall be in duplicate, one copy of which

shall be forthwith, upon its receipt by the attorney- general [LLansn+L-
ted—by—hi-mto—the—governor]. Any officer participating in such i nqui ry

and any person examined as a wtness upon such inquiry who shal

di scl ose to any person ot her than [the—gevernoror] the attorney-genera
the name of any witness exami ned or any information obtained upon such

inquiry, except as directed by [the—governer—o+r] the attorney-general
shall be guilty of a mi sdenmeanor

8 3. Subdivision 1 of section 700 of the county law, as anended by
chapter 560 of the laws of 1991, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. Except as provided in section seven hundred one of this [chaptes]
article and section sixty-three of the executive law, it shall be the
duty of every district attorney to conduct all prosecutions for crines
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and of fenses cogni zable by the courts of the county for which he or she
shall have been el ected or appointed; except when the place of trial of
an indictment is changed fromone county to another, it shall be the
duty of the district attorney of the county where the indictment is
found to conduct the trial of the indictnent so renoved, and it shall be
the duty of the district attorney of the county to which such trial is
changed to assist in such trial upon the request of the district attor-
ney of the county where the indictnent was found. He or she shal
perform such additional and related duties as may be prescribed by | aw
and directed by the board of supervisors.

8 4. Section 927 of the county law is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 927. General duties of district attorneys. [+-] Notwi thstanding the
provisions of section sixty-three of the executive law, it shall be the
duty of the district attorney of the respective counties of New York
Bronx, Kings, Queens and Richnond to prosecute all crinmes and of fenses
cogni zabl e by the courts of the county for which he shall have been
el ected or appointed, except when the place of trial of an indictment is
changed from one county to another, it shall be the duty of the district
attorney of the county where the indictnment is found to conduct the
trial of the indictnent so renoved, but said district attorney shal
assist in the trial of an indictrment renoved to his county for trial
upon request of the district attorney of the county wherein the indict-
ment was found. He shall performthe duties prescribed in section seven
hundred of this chapter and such other duties as are prescribed by |aw

8 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.




