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        AN ACT to amend the mental hygiene law, in relation to establishing  the
          division of minority mental health within the office of mental health,
          and providing for its powers and duties

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. Legislative  intent.  The  legislature  hereby  finds  that
     2  racial  and  ethnic  minorities  in  America  comprise a substantial and
     3  vibrant segment of the United States population. According to  the  2000
     4  United  States Census, minorities comprised the majority of the New York
     5  City population. Further, the legislature finds that nearly half of  all
     6  New  York  City  households speak a language other than English at home,
     7  and that the "enormous shortage  of  trained  bilingual  and  bicultural
     8  counselors, therapists, psychiatrists and social workers, make it impos-
     9  sible,  for many limited-English-proficient New Yorkers to obtain refer-
    10  rals and timely, appropriate mental health  services"  (New  York  State
    11  Assembly  Standing  Committee  on Mental Health report, An Evaluation of
    12  ,  Februarythe Delivery of Mental Hygiene Services  in  New  York  State
    13  2005).  Moreover, the legislature finds that the President's New Freedom
    14  Commission on Mental Health also found that the mental health system  in
    15  the  United  States  "has not kept pace with the diverse needs of racial
    16  and ethnic minorities.  Misunderstanding and  misinterpreting  behaviors
    17  have  led  to  tragic  consequences,  including  inappropriately placing
    18  minorities in the criminal and juvenile justice systems."  Consequently,
    19  the  legislature  finds that a division of minority mental health should
    20  be created to address the unique mental health needs of the  racial  and
    21  ethnic minority citizens of the state.
    22    §  2.  Short  title.  This  act shall be known and may be cited as the
    23  "minority mental health act".
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     1    § 3. The mental hygiene law is amended by adding a new  article  8  to
     2  read as follows:
     3                                  ARTICLE 8
     4                         DIVISION OF MINORITY MENTAL
     5                                   HEALTH
     6  Section 8.01 Declaration of policy.
     7          8.03 Definitions.
     8          8.05 Division of minority mental health.
     9          8.07 Scope of responsibilities.
    10          8.09 Minority mental health council.
    11  § 8.01 Declaration of policy.
    12    The  state of New York and its local governments have a responsibility
    13  to care for and treat all of its citizens suffering from mental disabil-
    14  ities. To address the growing and  significant  disconnect  between  the
    15  mental  health  care  needs,  and  the availability and accessibility of
    16  culturally and linguistically competent care for all New Yorkers, a  new
    17  division  of minority mental health is created. The division shall focus
    18  on assessing the mental health needs of racial and ethnic minority popu-
    19  lations and strive to best ensure that appropriate care is  provided  to
    20  these individuals.
    21  § 8.03 Definitions.
    22    As used in this article:
    23    (a)  "Council" means the minority mental health council established by
    24  section 8.09 of this article.
    25    (b) "Division" means the division of minority  health  established  by
    26  section 8.05 of this article.
    27  § 8.05 Division of minority mental health.
    28    There is hereby established, within the office, a division of minority
    29  mental health. The division shall assist the office and the commissioner
    30  in  carrying  out  their  powers and duties relating to the provision of
    31  mental health services to racial and ethnic minorities.
    32  § 8.07 Scope of responsibilities.
    33    The division shall:
    34    (a) be responsible  for  assuring  that  mental  health  programs  and
    35  services are culturally and linguistically appropriate to meet the needs
    36  of racial and ethnic minorities;
    37    (b)  serve  as  liaison and advocate for the office on minority mental
    38  health matters.   This function shall include  the  provision  of  staff
    39  support  to  the  council  and  the establishment of appropriate program
    40  linkage with related federal, state, and local agencies and programs;
    41    (c) assist professional schools and state agencies to develop  compre-
    42  hensive programs to improve the supply of minority mental health person-
    43  nel by promoting minority mental health clinical training and curriculum
    44  improvement, and disseminating minority mental health career information
    45  to high school and college students; and
    46    (d)  review the impact of programs, regulations and mental health care
    47  reimbursement policies on minority mental health  service  delivery  and
    48  access.
    49  § 8.09 Minority mental health council.
    50    (a)  There  is  hereby  established,  within  the division, a minority
    51  mental health council  to  consist  of  the  commissioner  and  fourteen
    52  appointed  members.    The  commissioner shall serve as the chair of the
    53  council.  The appointed membership of the council  shall  have  relevant
    54  experience  related to the provision or receipt of minority services and
    55  shall be reflective of the diversity of the state's  population  includ-
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     1  ing, but not limited to, the various minority populations throughout the
     2  state.  The members shall be appointed as follows:
     3    1. four members shall be appointed by the governor;
     4    2.  four  members shall be appointed by the temporary president of the
     5  senate;
     6    3. four members shall be appointed by the speaker of the assembly;
     7    4. one member shall be appointed by the minority leader of the senate;
     8  and
     9    5. one member shall be appointed by the minority leader of the  assem-
    10  bly.
    11    (b)  The  appointed  members of the council shall each serve a term of
    12  two years, but shall continue to serve in office until their  successors
    13  are  appointed.  All vacancies in the membership of the council shall be
    14  filled for the unexpired term within six months of the date the  vacancy
    15  occurs.  Vacancies  shall  be  filled in the same manner as the original
    16  appointment.
    17    (c) The council shall meet as frequently as its business may  require,
    18  but  in  no  case shall it meet less than four times during any calendar
    19  year.
    20    (d) The members of the council shall receive no compensation for their
    21  services, but shall be  allowed  their  actual  and  necessary  expenses
    22  incurred in the performance of their duties pursuant to this article.
    23    (e) The council shall:
    24    1. at the request of the commissioner, consider any matter relating to
    25  the provision and improvement of minority mental health services; and
    26    2.  conduct  a  study  on the mental health needs of racial and ethnic
    27  minorities and the availability and effectiveness of  programs  designed
    28  to  meet such needs. Such study shall include, but not be limited to, an
    29  examination of: rates of underutilization of mental health  services  by
    30  specific  racial and ethnic minority groups, the reasons contributing to
    31  such  underutilization  patterns,  the  availability  of  mental  health
    32  services specifically designed to address the needs of identified racial
    33  and  ethnic  minorities  and  recommendations  for addressing identified
    34  unmet needs  and  for  improving  the  availability  of  culturally  and
    35  linguistically  appropriate services. The council shall report its find-
    36  ings and recommendations to the governor, the commissioner,  the  tempo-
    37  rary president of the senate, the speaker of the assembly and the chair-
    38  persons  of  the  senate  mental  health  and developmental disabilities
    39  committee and the assembly  mental  health  committee,  within  eighteen
    40  months of the effective date of this article.
    41    §  4. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeeding
    42  the date on which it shall have become a law; provided that any appoint-
    43  ments, rules and regulations necessary to implement  the  provisions  of
    44  this  act  on  its  effective  date are authorized to be completed on or
    45  before such date.


