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STATE OF NEW YORK

4824

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 12, 2021

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Energy and Tel ecomuni-
cations

AN ACT to amend the public service |law and the public authorities |aw,
inrelation to providing rate payers wth reinmbursement follow ng
prol onged power outages

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public service law is amended by adding a new section
73 to read as foll ows:

8 73. Conpensation to residential custoners experiencing prolonged
service outages. 1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law,  each
electric corporation or conmbination gas and electric corporation shal
provide to residential custoners of such corporation

(a) a credit of twenty-five dollars on the balance of such custoner's
account for each subsequent twenty-four hour period of service outage
that occurs for such custoners for npore than forty-eight consecutive
hours after the occurrence of an energency event. For the purposes of
this section, the term"energency event" shall nean an event where w de-
spread outages have occurred in the service territory of the corporation
due to storns, high heat events, earthgquakes, wildfires or other causes;
and

(b) conpensation in an amount of two hundred fifty dollars, in the
aggregate, for any nedication and food that expires or spoils due to a
service outage that lasts |onger than forty-eight consecutive hours in
duration after the occurrence of an energency event.

2. Any costs incurred by an electric corporation or conbination gas
and electric corporation pursuant to this section shall not be recovera-
ble fromratepayers.

3. Not later than fourteen cal endar days after the occurrence of an
energency event, an electric corporation or conbination gas and electric

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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corporation nay petition the comrission for a waiver of the requirenents
of this section. The corporation shall have the burden of denpbnstrating
that granting the waiver is fair, reasonable and in the public interest.
In determning whether to grant such waiver, the comm ssion shal
consider: (a) whether the corporation conplied with their subnmitted
energency response plan pursuant to section sixty-six of this article;
(b) whether any actions or om ssions of the corporation contributed to
the rolonging of the service outage; (c) the hardships endured by said
corporation's custoners due to the prolonged service outage; (d) the
severity of the energency event; (e) conditions on the ground during the
energency event and the subsequent restoration; (f) balancing of the
equities; and (g) any other criteria the commission deens in the public
interest to consider. The commission shall issue a final decision
regarding the grant of the requested waiver no later than forty-five
days after subm ssion of the petition.

4. The conmission shall pronul gate procedures, standards, nethodol -
ogies and rules necessary to inplenment the provisions of this section.

§ 2. Section 1020-f of the public authorities |law, as added by chapter
517 of the laws of 1986, is anended by adding a new subdivision (ii) to
read as foll ows:

(ii) Conpensation to residential custoners experiencing prolonged
service outages. 1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the
service provider shall provide to its residential custoners:

(i) acredit of twenty-five dollars on the bal ance of such custoner's
account for each subsequent twenty-four hour period of service outage
that occurs for such custoners for nore than forty-eight consecutive
hours after the occurrence of an energency event. For the purposes of
this subdivision, the term"energency event" shall nean an event where
wi despread out ages have occurred in the service territory of the service
provider due to storns, high heat events, earthquakes, wldfires or
ot her causes; and

(ii) conpensation in an anpunt of two hundred fifty dollars, in the
aggregate, for any nedication and food that expires or spoils due to a
service outage that lasts longer than forty-eight consecutive hours in
duration after the occurrence of an energency event.

2. Any costs incurred by the service provider pursuant to this section
shall not be recoverable fromratepayers.

3. Not later than fourteen calendar days after the occurrence of an
energency event, the service provider may petition the authority for a
wai ver of the requirenents of this paragraph. The service provider shal
have the burden of denpbnstrating that granting the waiver is fair,
reasonable and in the public interest. In determ ning whether to grant
such waiver, the authority shall, in consultation with the departnent of
public service, consider:

(i) whether the service provider conplied with their submtted ener-
gency response plan pursuant to subdivision (cc) of this section;

(ii) whether any actions or om ssions of the service provider contrib-
uted to the prolonging of the service outage;

(iii) the hardships endured by the service provider's custoners due to
the prolonged service outage;

(iv) the severity of the energency event;

(v) conditions on the ground during the energency event and the subse-
quent restoration;

(vi) balancing of the equities; and

(vii) any other criteria the authority deens in the public interest to
consider. The authority shall issue a final decision regarding the grant
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of the requested waiver no later than forty-five days after subm ssion
of the petition.

4. The authority shall adopt procedures, standards, nethodol ogies and
rules necessary to inplenent the provisions of this subdivision

8§ 3. Severability. If any provision of this act or the application
thereof to any person, corporation or circunstances is held invalid,
such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of the
act which can be given effect without the invalid provision or applica-
tion, and to this end the provisions of this act are declared to be
sever abl e.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have beconme a |aw. Effective imrediately, the addition, anendnent
and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation
of this act on its effective date are authorized to be made and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




