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STATE OF NEW YORK

4640

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 8, 2021

Introduced by Sens. RIVERA, HARCKHAM -- read tw ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to consideration and
prescription of non-opioid treatnment alternatives for treatnent of
neur orruscul oskel etal conditions

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3331 of the public health law is anmended by adding
a new subdivision 9 to read as fol |l ows:

9. (a) When a patient seeks treatnent for any neuronuscul oskel etal
condition that causes pain, where a practitioner considers an opioid
treatnent, the practitioner shall consider, discuss wth the patient,
and, as appropriate, refer or prescribe non-opioid treatnent alterna-
tives, based on the practitioner's <clinical judgnent and follow ng
generally accepted national professional or treatnent guidelines, and
consistent with patient preference and consent, before starting a
patient on opioid treatnent. For the purposes of this subdivision, non-
opioid treatnent alternatives include, but are not limted to: acupunc-
ture, chiropractic, massage therapy, physical therapy, occupationa
therapy, cognitive behavioral therapy, non-opioid nedications, interven-
tional treatnents and non-clinical activities such as exercise. The
practitioner shall informthe patient that sone treatnments may not be
covered by the patient's health coverage.

(b) The requirenents of this subdivision shall not apply for patients
being treated under any of the following circunstances: treatnent of
cancer; hospice or other end-of-life care; post-surgery treatnent inmme-

diately following a surgical procedure; or in a nedical energency. For
purposes of this subdivision, "nedical energency" neans an acute injury
or illness that poses an immediate risk to a person's life or health.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.
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