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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 3, 2021

Introduced by Sen. HARCKHAM -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Civil Service and Pensions

AN ACT to anmend the retirenent and social security law, in relation to
establishing a retirement benefit revi ew panel

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The retirement and social security law is anmended by adding
a new section 803-b to read as fol |l ows:

8 803-b. Retirenent benefit review panel. a. The conptroller shal
establish a retirenent benefit review panel consisting of at |east
fifteen nmenbers, any three of whommay sit as a teamto review a partic-
ular case. Menbers of the panel shall have expertise in the various
retirement systens of the state, including, but not linted to, nenber-
ship, service credit, retirenent options and the transfer of retirenent
service between retirenent systens within and without the state. To the
extent practicable, the workl oad of the panel should be evenly distrib-
uted anong its nenbers. Menbers of the panel should be free to exercise
i ndependent professional judgnent w thout pressure or retaliation for
the exercise of that judgnment from any source.

b. Any nmenber of a retirenent system in this state, after seeking
relief pursuant to: (1) section eight hundred three of this article; (2)
a hearing; and/or (3) any other provision of law, who has failed to
obtain the relief sought, may have his or her case heard before the
retirement benefit review panel. Such panel is authorized to hear testi-
nony and admit evidence that such panel deens relevant to the case
before it. Upon the hearing of all testinony and admssion of al
evidence, the panel shall nmake its determnation regarding the relief
sought. Any determ nation nade by such panel shall be final

c. The conptroller is authorized to pronulgate rules and regulations
to inplenent the provisions of this section

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Effective i mediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmade and
conpl eted on or before such date.



