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STATE OF NEW YORK

4233

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 3, 2021

I ntroduced by Sens. GOUNARDES, GAUGHRAN -- read tw ce and ordered print-
ed, and when printed to be conmritted to the Conmittee on Gvil Service
and Pensi ons

AN ACT to amend the retirenent and social security |law and the genera
municipal law, in relation to disability retirement benefits for the
presunption of Parkinson's Disease for paid firefighters

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The retirenment and social security law is anmended by addi ng
a new section 363-ff to read as foll ows:

8 363-ff. Firefighter certain inpairnments of health; presunption.
Notwi t hstanding any other provisions of this chapter to the contrary,
any condition of inpairnent of health caused by Parkinson's Disease,
resulting in total or partial disability or death to a paid firefighter,
who successfully passed a physical exam nation on entry into firefighter
service, which exanmination failed to reveal any evidence of such condi -
tion, shall be presunptive evidence that, unless the contrary be proven
by conpetent evidence, such disability or death (a) was caused by the
natural and proximate result of an accident, not caused by such fire-
fighter's own willful negligence, and (b) was sustained in the perform
ance and di scharge of duty.

8 2. The general nunicipal lawis anmended by adding a new section
207-kkk to read as foll ows:

8 207-kkk. Disabilities of firefighters in certain cities caused by
Par ki nson's Di sease. Notwi thstandi ng any other provisions of this chap-
ter to the contrary, any condition of inpairnment of health caused by
Parki nson's Di sease resulting in total or partial disability or death to
a paid nenber of a fire departnent in a city with a population of one
mllion or nore, or any retired nenber of such departnment who has been
retired for two or less years, who successfully passed a physical exam
ination on entry into the service of such departnent, which exanination
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failed to reveal any evidence of such condition, shall be presunptive
evidence that it was incurred in the performance and discharge of duty
unl ess the contrary be proved by conpetent evidence

8 3. The board of trustees of the New York city fire departnment
pension fund shall take appropriate admnistrative action to inplenent
the intent of section two of this act.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.

FI SCAL NOTE. - - Pursuant to Legislative Law, Section 50:

This bill would anend both the General Muinicipal Law and the Retire-
ment and Social Security Law to provide firefighters with a presunption
that any disability or death resulting from inpairments of health
related to Parkinson's Disease are the result of an accident sustained
in the performance of duty, unless the contrary can be proven by conpe-
tent evidence.

Insofar as it will affect the New York State and Local Police and Fire
Retirement System (PFRS), if this bill is enacted it would lead to nore
disabilities and deaths being classified as "accidental”. The cost of
the revised benefit will depend upon the applicant's age, service, sala-
ry, plan and benefit type otherw se payabl e.

Benefit w thout None O di nary PCD Servi ce Deat h
enact nment : Disability Disability

Cost for revised 9 tinmes 5 tines 2.5 times 2 tines 11 tinmes
benefit: sal ary sal ary sal ary sal ary sal ary

However, we anticipate that few additional accidental disability
retirenments and death benefits will be granted, and thus, the resulting
costs are expected to be negligible. All costs will be shared by the
State of New York and the participating enployers in the PFRS

Summary of rel evant resources:

Menbership data as of March 31, 2020 was used in neasuring the inpact
of the proposed change, the sanme data used in the April 1, 2020 actuari -
al valuation. Distributions and other statistics can be found in the
2020 Report of the Actuary and the 2020 Conprehensive Annual Fi nanci al
Report .

The actuarial assunptions and nmethods used are described in the 2020
Annual Report to the Conptroller on Actuarial Assunptions, and the
Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of New York: Audit and
Contr ol

The Market Assets and GASB Disclosures are found in the March 31, 2020
New York State and Local Retirenment System Financial Statenents and
Suppl enentary | nformation

I am a nenber of the American Acadeny of Actuaries and neet the Quali -
fication Standards to render the actuarial opinion contained herein.

This fiscal note does not constitute a |legal opinion on the viability
of the proposed change nor is it intended to serve as a substitute for
the professional judgnent of an attorney.

This estimte, dated January 14, 2021, and intended for wuse only
during the 2021 Legislative Session, is Fiscal Note No. 2021-22,
prepared by the Actuary for the New York State and Local Retirenent
System



