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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 1, 2021

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Energy and Tel ecomuni-
cations

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to requiring free
internet service in households with students who |live at or below the
poverty | evel

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The article heading of article 11 of the public service
law, as added by chapter 83 of the |laws of 1995, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

PROVI SI ONS RELATI NG TO CABLE TELEVI SI ON COVPANI ES
AND | NTERNET SERVI CE PROVI DERS

8 2. The public service law is amended by adding a new section 224-c

to read as follows:

8 224-c. Internet service to students. 1. For the purposes of this
section the term "broadband service" shall nean a nmass-market retai
service that provides the capability to transnt data to and receive
data fromall or substantially all internet endpoints, including any

capabilities that are incidental to and enable the operation of the
comuni cations service, but shall not include dial-up service.

2. Any conpany that provides broadband service shall provide free
internet service to any household in which an elenentary or secondary
student resides where the incone of such household is at or below the
poverty level as established by |ocal indicators.

3. All conpanies which provide broadband services in this state shall

for free with no cost or charge, identify and install, refurbish, and
strengthen broadband system network connections in all educationa
buildings including, but not limted to, schools, libraries, daycare

centers, and community centers.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, anend-
ment, and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inple-
mentation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade
and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



