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STATE OF NEW YORK

4003

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 1, 2021

Introduced by Sen. HOYLMAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Codes

AN ACT to anmend the civil rights law, in relation to exenptions provided
to professional journalists and newscasters from contenpt

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph 6 of subdivision (a) of section 79-h of the civil
rights law, as anended by chapter 468 of the laws of 1981, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

(6) "Professional journalist" shall nean one who, for gain or liveli-
hood, is engaged in gathering, preparing, collecting, witing, editing,
film ng, taping or photographing of news intended for a newspaper, maga-
zine, news agency, press association [e], wire service or web |og or
ot her professional nmediumor agency which has as one of its regular
functions the processing and researching of news intended for dissem
ination to the public; such person shall be soneone performng said
function either as a regul ar enpl oyee or as one otherw se professionally
affiliated for gain or livelihood with such medi um of comruni cati on.

§ 2. Subdivision (a) of section 79-h of the civil rights lawis
anended by adding a new paragraph 9 to read as foll ows:

(9) "Web log" shall nean a website or webpage that contains an online
journal containing news, commrents and offers hyperlinks provided by the
prof essi onal journalist or newscaster.

8§ 3. Subdivision (b) of section 79-h of the <civil rights law, as
anended by chapter 33 of the laws of 1990, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(b) Exenption of professional journalists and newscasters from
contenpt: Absolute protection for confidential news. Notw thstanding the
provisions of any general or specific lawto the contrary, no profes-
sional journalist or newscaster presently or having previously been
enpl oyed or otherwise associated wth any newspaper, magazi ne, news
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agency, press association, wire service, web log, radio or television
transm ssion station or network or other professional nedium of conmuni-
cating news or information to the public shall be adjudged in contenpt
by any court in connection with any civil or crimnal proceeding, or by
the legislature or other body having contenpt powers, nor shall a grand
jury seek to have a journalist or newscaster held in contenpt by any
court, legislature or other body having contenpt powers for refusing or
failing to disclose any news obtained or received in confidence or the
identity of the source of any such news comng into such person's
possession in the course of gathering or obtaining news for publication
or to be published in a newspaper, magazine, web |og or for broadcast by
a radio or television transnission station or network or for public
dissemination by any other professional nediumor agency which has as
one of its mamin functions the dissemnation of news to the public, by
whi ch such person is professionally enployed or otherwi se associated in
a news gathering capacity notwi thstanding that the material or identity
of a source of such material or related material gathered by a person
descri bed above perform ng a function described above is or is not high-
ly relevant to a particular inquiry of governnent and notw thstanding
that the information was not solicited by the journalist or newscaster
prior to disclosure to such person.
8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



