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STATE OF NEW YORK

397

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 6, 2021

Introduced by Sen. HELM NG -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to schools for transpor-
tation for wellness checks, the delivery of neals and hormework, and
other activities utilizing the school's transportation network of
buses

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3622-a of the education law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 8 to read as foll ows:

8. Notwithstanding any other provision of lawto the contrary, costs
associated with transportation for well ness checks, pre-existing trans-
portation contracts, general operation of district owned or district
| eased school buses, the provision of W-Fi hotspots, or the delivery of
neal s, educational materials, and any other school-related materials for
the period that began with the declaration of the state of energency
declared as a result of the COVID 19 pandenic that was executed in exec-
utive order two hundred two that began on March seventh, two thousand
twenty. For the purposes of this section, the general operation of
school buses shall include: (a) salaries and retirenent benefits rel ated
to transportation, except salaries and retirenent benefits for assistant
drivers on buses transporting nondi sabled pupils; (b) enployers' socia
security contributions for transportation personnel for whom salaries
are allowable; (c) health, life and other insurance premuns for trans-
portation personnel for whomsalaries are allowable; (d) premuns for
collision and other insurance coverage for school buses; (e) uniforns
for transportation personnel for whomsalaries are allowable; (f) costs
incurred by the enployer for qualifying crimnal history, driver's
license, or other required testing attributable to special requirenents
for drivers of school buses pursuant to state or federal |aw including
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pre-enpl oynent and random drug and alcohol testing as required under
subdi vision six of section five hundred nine-g of the vehicle and traf-
fic law

8 2. Subparagraphs 10 and 11 of paragraph e of subdivision 1 of
section 3623-a of the education |aw, as added by chapter 474 of the | aws
of 1996, are anended and a new subparagraph 12 is added to read as
foll ows:

(10) the consideration for the contract or contracts nade for the
pur pose of providing transportation by horse-drawn vehicle or vehicles,
if any school district shall be required to provide such transportation;
[ and]

(11) other expenses for district operated transportation systenms, as
approved pursuant to regul ations of the comni ssioner[-]; and

(12) notwi thstanding any other provision of lawto the contrary, costs
associated with transportation for wellness checks, pre-existing trans-
portation contracts, general operation of district owned or district
| eased school buses, the provision of W-Fi hotspots, or the delivery of
neal s, educational nmaterials, and any other school-related materials for
the period that began with the declaration of the state of energency
declared as a result of the COVID- 19 pandenic that was executed in exec-
utive order tw hundred two that began on March seventh, two thousand
twenty. For the purposes of this section, the general operation of
school buses shall include: (a) salaries and retirenent benefits related
to transportation, except salaries and retirenent benefits for assistant
drivers on buses transporting nondi sabled pupils; (b) enployers' socia
security contributions for transportation personnel for whom salaries
are allowable; (c¢) health, life and other insurance premiuns for trans-
portation personnel for whomsalaries are allowable; (d) premuns for
collision and other insurance coverage for school buses; (e) uniforns
for transportation personnel for whomsalaries are allowable; (f) costs
incurred by the enployer for qualifying crimnal history, driver's
license, or other required testing attributable to special requirenents
for drivers of school buses pursuant to state or federal |aw including
pre-enpl oynent and random drug and alcohol testing as required under
subdi vision six of section five hundred nine-g of the vehicle and traf-
fic law

§ 3. Section 3625 of the education lawis anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 3-a to read as foll ows:

3-a. Notwi thstanding any other provision of lawto the contrary, costs
incurred fromtransportation contracts in the furtherance of transporta-
tion for wellness checks, the provision of W-Fi access points, or the
delivery of neals, educational materials, and any other school-related
materials for the period that began with the declaration of the state of
energency declared as a result of the COVID19 pandenmic that was
executed in executive order two hundred two that began on March seventh,
two thousand twenty shall be deemed all owabl e expenses for transporta-
tion contracts.

§ 4. This act shall take effect inmediately.




