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STATE OF NEW YORK

3959

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 1, 2021

Introduced by Sens. KENNEDY, RAMOS -- read tw ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the public authorities law, in relation to various
transportation authorities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 1299-a of the public authorities law is anended by
addi ng two new subdivisions 18 and 19 to read as foll ows:

18. "Transit dependent” shall nean an individual who is limited to
public transit as their primary node of transportation because the indi-
vidual, (a) has no neans of private transportation; (b) is elderly (over
age 65); (c) is a youth (under age 18); or (d) lives below the poverty
or nmedian incone levels as defined by the U.S. Census Bureau.

19. "Para-transit dependent” shall nean an individual who is limted
to public transit as their primary node of transportation and who has
either a permanent or tenporary disability.

8§ 2. Subdivision 1 of section 1299-c of the public authorities |aw, as
anended by chapter 220 of the |laws of 2012, paragraph (b) as anended by
chapter 197 of the laws of 2017, and paragraph (c) as anended by chapter
176 of the laws of 2012, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. (a) There is hereby created the "N agara Frontier transportation
authority.” The authority shall be a body corporate and politic consti-
tuting a public benefit corporation. The authority shall consist of a
chairman, [ter] not nore than twelve other menbers and shall have two
non-voti ng nenbers as described in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subdi-
vi si on appointed by the governor by and with the advice and consent of
the senate. The chairman and all nenbers shall be residents of the
district. O the [+en] nmenbers other than the chairman, one shall be
appointed wupon the witten recomendati on of the Erie county executive
[ard]. one shall be appointed upon the witten reconmendation of the
Erie county legislature, at |least one shall be appointed as a represen-
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tative of the transit dependent community and at least one shall be
appointed as a representative of the para-transit dependent community,
as described in paragraph (d) of this subdivision. The chairman and
each of the nenbers shall be appointed for a termof eight years,
provi ded however, that the chairman first appointed shall serve for a
term ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred seventy-three, and of the
ei ght other nmenbers first appointed, one shall serve for a term ending
June thirtieth, nineteen hundred sixty-eight, two shall serve for a term
ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred sixty-nine, one shall serve for
a termending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred seventy, two shall serve
for a term ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred seventy-one, one
shall serve for a termending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred seventy-
two and one shall serve for a termending June thirtieth, nineteen
hundred seventy-three. The termof one of the nenbers appointed to
menberships first created by law after April first, nineteen hundred
sixty-nine shall end on June thirtieth, nineteen hundred seventy-four
and the termof the other such nenmber shall end on June thirtieth, nine-
teen hundred seventy-five. Follow ng the expiration of any term endi ng
on or after June thirtieth, nineteen hundred ei ghty-seven, each nenber
shall be appointed for a termof five years beginning on the day after
the expiration date of such prior term provided, however, that the term
of the nmenber first appointed upon the witten recommendation of the
Erie county executive and the termof the nenber first appoi nted upon
the witten recommendation of the Erie county |legislature shall be for a
termending on June thirtieth, nineteen hundred ninety-six.

(b) The first non-voting nenber of the authority who shall not be
considered in determning a quorum shall be recomrmmended to the governor
by the [Iabor organization representing the plurality of the enpl oyees
within the authority and shall be a resident of the N agara Frontier
transportation district as described in section twelve hundred ninety-
nine-b of this title. Such first non-voting nenber shall be appointed
for a termof five years, provided, however, that if at any tinme during
the term of appoi ntnent such non-voting nenber ceases to be affiliated
with the Ilabor organization representing the plurality of enployees
within the authority, then such |abor organization nmay at any tine
during such termreconmend a new nenber to the governor who shall serve
the remai nder of the term If the |ocal bargaining unit decertifies its
existing union affiliation and certifies a new union, the union which
represents the plurality of the enpl oyees may recommend a new nenber to
the governor who shall serve the remainder of the term The chairnman of
the authority, at his or her discretion, may exclude such non-voting
menber from attending any portion of a neeting of the authority or of
any conmittee held for the purpose of discussing negotiations with |abor
organi zations, pending Ilitigation involving the |abor organization, or
the investigation, evaluation, or discipline of an enpl oyee.

(c) There shall also be a second non-voting nmenber of the authority,
who shall not be considered in determ ning a quorum The second non-vot -
i ng nenber shall be appointed by the governor as a representative of the
transit dependent community and/or people with disabilities. The second
non-voti ng nenber shall be appointed for a termof five years.

(d) There shall be at least two nmenbers of the authority appointed by
the governor as representatives of the transit dependent and para-tran-
sit dependent community. The governor shall meke initial appointnments to
the authority in such nunber and fromlists submtted as follows: at
| east two nmenbers shall be appointed to the authority froma list of not
less than four names, subnmitted to the governor by |ocal and statew de
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transit advocacy organi zations. The nenbers shall be residents of a
county described in paragraph (a) of this subdivision. The nenbers
shall be appointed for a termof five years. |If a vacancy shall occur

for these nmenber positions, a replacenent shall be appointed within six
nont hs, subject to the sanme appointnent process within this paragraph.

8§ 3. Section 1299-bb of the public authorities law is anended by
addi ng two new subdi visions 25 and 26 to read as foll ows:

25. "Transit dependent” shall nean an individual who is limted to
public transit as their primary node of transportation because the indi-
vidual, (a) has no neans of private transportation; (b) is elderly (over
age 65); (c) is a youth (under age 18); or (d) lives below the poverty
or nedian inconme levels as defined by the U.S. Census Bureau.

26. "Para-transit dependent" shall nean an individual who is |limted
to public transit as their primary node of transportation and who has
either a permanent or tenporary disability.

8 4. Subdivision 1 of section 1299-dd of the public authorities |aw,
as amended by chapter 495 of the laws of 2019, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. (a) There is hereby created the Rochester-Genesee regional trans-
portation authority. The authority shall be a body corporate and politic
constituting a public benefit corporation. It shall consist of at | east
one nenber from each county that elects to join the authority except
that the county of Mnroe shall have seven nenbers of whom three shal
be appointed fromthe city of Rochester and four at large fromthe coun-
ty of Mnroe and shall have [£w8] one non-voting [#esbers]| nenber as
described in [ paragraphs] paragraph (b) [ard—e)] of this subdivision_
at least one shall be appointed as a representative of the transit
dependent community and at | east one shall be appointed as a represen-
tative of the para-transit dependent community, as described in para-
graph (c) of this subdivision. The nenbers shall be appointed by the
governor by and with the advice and consent of the senate. The governor
shall make initial appointments to the authority in such nunber and from

lists submtted as follows: three nenbers shall be appointed to the
authority from a |Ilist of not |ess than six nanes, all of whom nust be
residents of the city of Rochester, subnitted to the governor by the
council of the city of Rochester; four persons froma list of not |ess

than ei ght persons, all of whomnust be residents of the county of
Monroe submitted by the | egislature of the county of Monroe. O her coun-
ties electing to participate shall each submt to the governor a list of
not less than two persons for each one hundred thousand or major frac-
tion of the total population, as deternmined by the |ast federal decenni-
al or federal county-w de special census. Fromthe counties outside the
county of Monroe which shall elect to participate, the governor shal
appoi nt one nenber for each one hundred thousand or nmajor fraction of
the total population, as determned by the |ast federal decennial or
federal county-w de special census, with a mnimum of one nenber to
represent each county outside the county of Mnroe so electing to
participate. Al nmenbers of the authority shall be residents of the area
fromwhi ch they are nom nat ed.

(b) [Fre—fi+st] There shall also be one non-voting nmenber of the
authority who shall not be considered in determning a quoruni+]. The
non-voting nenber shall be recommended to the governor by the |[abor
organi zation representing the plurality of the enployees within the
authority and shall be a resident of the Rochester-CGenesee regional
transportation district as described in section twelve hundred ninety-
nine-cc of this title. Such [+H+st] non-voting nmenber shall be appointed
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for a termof five years, provided, however, that if at any time during
the term of appointnent such non-voting nenber ceases to be affiliated
with the | abor organi zation representing the plurality of enployees
within the authority, then such |labor organization may at any tine
during such termrecomend a new nmenber to the governor who shall serve
the remainder of the term If the |ocal bargaining unit decertifies its
existing union affiliation and certifies a new union, the wunion which
represents the plurality of the enployees may reconmend a new nenber to
t he governor who shall serve the remainder of the term The chairnman of
the authority, at his or her discretion, my exclude such non-voting
menber from attending any portion of a nmeeting of the authority or of
any conmittee held for the purpose of discussing negotiations with |abor
organi zations, pending litigation involving the | abor organization, or
the investigation, evaluation, or discipline of an enpl oyee.

(c) There shall [alse] be [ a—second—ron-—voting—renrber] at | east two
nmenbers of the authority[ —wie—shall—noet—be—consi-deredin—-determning—a

guorm—Fhe—second—non—voti-hrg—rerber—shall—be] appointed by the governor
as [a—+representative] representatives of the transit dependent and[/fe+
SoeehRd—ReR—vret-ng

di-sabled] para-transit dependent conmunity. The [

werber] governor shall [be—appointed] nmake initial appointnents to the
authority in such nunber and fromlists subnmtted as follows: at |east
two nenbers shall be appointed to the authority froma list of not |ess
than four nanes, subnmitted to the governor by local and statew de trans-
it advocacy organizations. The nenbers shall be residents of a county
described in paragraph (a) of this subdivision. The nenbers shall be

a990|nted for a tern1of five years [Ihe—ehg+#—eL—%he—au%he#+LyT—aL——h+s

vacancy shall occur for these nenber positions, a replacenent shall be
appointed within six nonths, subject to the sane appointnent process
within this paragraph.

8§ 5. Section 1301 of the public authorities |aw is anmended by adding
two new subdivisions 26 and 27 to read as foll ows:

26. "Transit dependent" shall nean an individual who is linmted to
public transit as their prinmary node of transportation because the indi-
vidual ., (a) has no nmeans of private transportation; (b) is elderly (over
age 65):; (c) is a youth (under age 18); or (d) lives below the poverty
or nedian income levels as defined by the U S. Census Bureau.

27. "Para-transit dependent" shall nean an individual who is limted
to public transit as their primary node of transportation and who has
either a pernanent or tenporary disability.

8§ 6. Subdivision 1 of section 1303 of the public authorities law, as
anended by chapter 388 of the laws of 2007, is anended to read as
foll ows:

1. (a) There is hereby created the Capital District transportation
authority. The authority shall be a body corporate and politic consti-
tuting a public benefit corporation. It shall consist of not |ess than
eight nor nore than fifteen nmenbers, including a chairman and shall have
one non-voting nenber as described in paragraph (b) of this subdivision,_
at least one shall be appointed as a representative of the transit
dependent conmmunity and at |east one shall be appointed as a represen-
tative of the para-transit dependent community. as described in para-
graph (c) of this subdivision. The nenbers shall be appointed by the
governor by and with the advice and consent of the senate. The governor
shall make initial appointments to the authority in such nunber and from
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lists submtted as follows: three nenbers shall be appointed to the
authority from a |Ilist of six nanmes, all of whomshall be residents of
the county of Al bany, four of which nanes shall be submitted to the

governor by the mpjority party of the legislature of the county of Al ba-
ny and two of which nanes shall be subnmitted by the mnority party of
such | egislature; two nenbers shall be appointed to the authority froma
list of four nanmes, all of whomshall be residents of the county of
Schenectady, three of which nanmes shall be submtted to the governor by
the majority party of the |legislature of the county of Schenectady and
one of which names shall be submitted by the minority party of such
| egislature; two nmenbers shall be appointed to the authority froma i st
of four nanes, all of whom shall be residents of the county of Rensse-
|laer, three of which nanes shall be submitted to the governor by the
majority party of the legislature of the county of Renssel aer and one of
whi ch nanmes shall be subnitted by the minority party of such |[egisla-
ture; two nenbers shall be appointed to the authority froma list of
four nanmes, all of whom shall be residents of the county of Saratoga

three of which nanes shall be submitted to the governor by the mgjority
party of the legislature of the county of Saratoga and one of which
nanes shall be submitted by the mnority party of such | egislature.
O her counties electing to participate shall each submt to the governor
a list of two persons each of whom shall be a resident of such county,
one of which names shall be subnmitted to the governor by the majority
party of the |egislature of such county and one of which nanmes shall be
submtted by the minority party of such legislature, from which nunber
t he governor shall appoint one nenber for each such county so electing
to participate

(b) There shall also be one non-voting nmenber of the authority, which
shall not be considered in determ ning a quorum The non-voting nenber
shall be recomended to the governor by the | abor organi zation repres-
enting the plurality of the enployees within the authority and shall be
a resident of the Capital District transportation district as descri bed
in section thirteen hundred two of this title. The non-voting menber
shall be appointed for a termof five years, provided, however, that if
at any time during the termof appointnment the non-voting menber ceases
to be affiliated with the | abor organization representing the plurality
of enployees within the authority, then such | abor organization nmay at
any time during such termreconmend a new nmenber to the governor who
shall serve the renmainder of the term |If the local bargaining unit
decertifies its existing wunion affiliation and certifies a new union,
the uni on which represents the plurality of the enployees may recomend
a new nenber to the governor who shall serve the renainder of the term
The chairman of the authority, at his or her discretion, my exclude
such non-voting nmenber fromattending any portion of a nmeeting of the
authority or of any committee held for the purpose of discussing negoti-
ations with | abor organi zations, pending litigation involving the |abor
organi zation, or the investigation, evaluation, or discipline of an
enpl oyee.

(c) There shall be at least two nenbers of the authority appointed by
the governor as representatives of the transit dependent and para-tran-
sit dependent community. The governor shall meke initial appointnments to
the authority in such nunber and fromlists subnitted as follows: at
| east two nenbers shall be appointed to the authority froma list of not
less than four names, subnitted to the governor by |local and statew de
transit advocacy organi zations. The nenbers shall be residents of a
county described in paragraph (a) of this subdivision. The nmenbers
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shall be appointed for a termof five years. If a vacancy shall occur
for these nmenber positions, a replacenent shall be appointed within six
nont hs, subject to the sanme appointnent process within this paragraph.

8§ 7. Section 1326 of the public authorities law is anmended by addi ng
two new subdivisions 26 and 27 to read as foll ows:

26. "Transit dependent" shall nean an individual who is limted to
public transit as their primary node of transportation because the indi-
vidual, (a) has no neans of private transportation; (b) is elderly (over
age 65); (c) is a youth (under age 18); or (d) lives below the poverty
or nmedian incone levels as defined by the U.S. Census Bureau.

27. "Para-transit dependent" shall nmean an individual who is linmted
to public transit as their primary node of transportation and who has
either a pernmanent or tenporary disability.

8§ 8. Subdivision 1 of section 1328 of the public authorities law, as
separately anended by chapters 388 and 396 of the |laws of 2007, is
anended to read as foll ows:

1. (a) There is hereby created the central New York regional transpor-
tation authority. The authority shall be a body corporate and politic
constituting a public benefit corporation. It shall consist of not nore
than twel ve nenbers, including a chairnman and shall have one non-voting
menber as described in paragraph (b) of this subdivision, at |east one
shall be appointed as a representative of the transit dependent conmmuni -
ty and at |least one shall be appointed as a representative of the para-
transit dependent conmunity, as described in paragraph (c) of this
subdi vi sion. The menbers shall be appointed by the governor by and with
the advice and consent of the senate. The governor shall nmake initial
appointrments to the authority in such nunber and fromlists submitted as
follows: three nenbers shall be appointed to the authority froma list
of not less than six nanmes, submitted to the governor by the comon

council of the «city of Syracuse, five persons froma list of not |ess
than ten nanes, submtted by the |egislature of the county of Onondaga
and two nenbers shall be appointed froma list of not |ess than four

nanmes subnmitted by the legislature of the county of Oneida. Qther coun-
ties electing to participate shall each subnit to the governor a list of
not less than two persons for each one hundred thousand or major frac-
tion of the total population, as determned by the nineteen hundred
seventy or any subsequent federal decennial or federal county-wi de
speci al census, of the counties outside the county of Onondaga which
shall elect to participate, fromwhich nunber the governor shall appoint
one nenber for each one hundred thousand or najor fraction of the total
popul ati on, as determ ned by such federal decennial or federal county-
wi de special census, with a maxi mum of three nenbers to represent such
counties outside the county of Onondaga so electing to participate.

(b) There shall also be one non-voting nenber of the authority, which
shall not be considered in deternining a quorum The non-voting nmenber
shal |l be reconmended to the governor by the | abor organization repres-
enting the plurality of the enployees within the authority. The non-vot-
ing menber shall be appointed for a termof seven years, provided,
however, that if at any time during the term of appointnent the non-vot-
i ng nenber ceases to be affiliated with the | abor organization repres-
enting the plurality of enployees within the authority, then such | abor
organi zation nmay at any time during such termreconmend a new nenber to
the governor who shall serve the remainder of the term |f the |oca
bargai ning unit decertifies its existing union affiliation and certifies
a new union, the union which represents the plurality of the enployees
may reconmend a new nenber to the governor who shall serve the renmai nder
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of the term The chairman of the authority, at his or her discretion,
may exclude such non-voting menber from attending any portion of a neet-
ing of the authority or of any comrittee held for the purpose of
di scussing negotiations wth [|abor organizations, pending litigation
i nvol ving the | abor organization, or the investigation, evaluation, or
di sci pline of an enpl oyee.

(c) There shall be at least two nmenbers of the authority appointed by
the governor as representatives of the transit dependent and para-tran-
sit dependent conmunity. The governor shall make initial appointnents to
the authority in such nunber and fromlists submtted as foll ows: at
| east two nenbers shall be appointed to the authority froma list of not
|l ess than four nanes, subnmitted to the governor by local and statew de
transit advocacy organizations. The nenbers shall be residents of a
county described in paragraph (a) of this subdivision. The nenbers
shall be appointed for a termof five years. If a vacancy shall occur
for these nenber positions, a replacenent shall be appointed within six
nont hs, subject to the sane appointnent process within this paragraph.

8 9. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




