O©CoO~NOUA~WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

3758

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 30, 2021

Introduced by Sen. SERINO -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Aging

AN ACT to anmend the elder law, in relation to the interagency coordi nat-
ing comrittee for streanlined services for the aging

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Article 2 of the elder law is anended by adding a newtitle
2 to read as fol |l ows:
TITLE 2
NEW YORK STATE | NTERAGENCY COORDI NATI NG COVM TTEE FOR STREAM. | NED
SERVI CES FOR THE AG NG
Section 230. New York State interagency coordinating comrittee for
streanli ned services for the aging.

8 230. New York State interagency coordinating comiittee for stream
lined services for the aging. 1. There is hereby created a conmttee to
be known as "the interagency coordinating committee for streamined
services for the aging." to be conprised of seventeen nenbers. The
director for the state office for the aging or his or her designee shal
serve as chairperson. The nenbers shall be the following, or a duly
designated representative: the comm ssioner of health; the commi ssioner
of transportation; the conm ssioner of housing and comunity renewal;
the conmm ssioner of the office of nental health; the comm ssioner of the
office for people with devel opnental disabilities; the conm ssioner of
the office of children and famly services; the conmissioner of the
office of tenporary and disability assistance; secretary of state; the
director of the office of information technology services; and the
commi ssioner of taxation and finance. Six additional nenbers, all of
whom shall be aging not-for-profits, organizations, or service providers
and consuners representing the aging conmunity shall be appointed to
serve a termof three years as follows: two by the tenporary president
of the senate, two by the speaker of the assenbly, one by the mnority

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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leader of the senate, and one by the mnority |eader of the assenbly.
Such additional nenbers shall be broadly representative of consuners and
provi ders when naking such appointnents. Menbers of the conmmittee shal
receive no salary.

2. The committee shall have the follow ng powers and duti es:

(a) Develop a statewide survey to identify where there are gaps and
barriers to access to services for the elderly. The conmmttee shal
develop recomendations for the distribution of the survey to reach a
representative sanple of the senior population in New York to identify
trends in areas including, but not linmted to, nental health services,
transportation, public health and housing.

(b) Develop a sinplified senior application for need-based prograns in
the state that seniors nmay qualify for.

(c) Coordinate with local offices for the aging to supplenent the
sinplified senior application as articulated in paragraph (b) of this
subdi vision to create regional specific addenduns including applications
for public transportation, wellness progranms, energency contact forms,
and other regionally-specific prograns.

(d) Develop an online application tool to be utilized by a designated
| ead agency to supply the sinplified senior application as articulated
in paragraph (b) of this subdivision for consuners on the internet.

(e) Make recommendations to the office for data sharing across agen-
cies with the intent to track enrollnent and identify trends in service
needs.

(f) Develop a standard nedical expense deduction worksheet for seniors
as well as informational naterials regarding qualifying expenses for
certain needs-based prograns.

(g) Mike recommendations regarding sinplified certification and
re-certification procedures across prograns to establish eligibility.

(h) Develop infornmational nmaterials and a public awareness canpaign to
di sseninate general information about the availability of services for
the elderly, including recommendations for distributing information to
fam lies or caregivers.

(i) Develop recommendations to target and distribute sinplified appli-
cations to New York seniors.

3. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the coommttee or its nenbers
frompursuing federal funding to inplenment any of the provisions in this
section.

4. The commttee shall neet as necessary to carry out its functions,

powers, and duties, but such nmeetings shall occur at least once each

quarter.
5. The conmittee shall provide a report to the governor, the tenporary

president of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, and the chairs of
the aging conmittees in the senate and the assenbly on or before Septem
ber first of each year, beginning in two thousand twenty-two. Such
report shall summarize the conmmittee's activity during the preceding

year and shall detail legislative reconmendati ons appropriate to effec-

tuate the purposes of this section, and any other reconmendations for
inproving the provision of services. It shall include information

detailing increases in enrollnent in needs based prograns for seniors
adni ni stered by the agencies listed in subdivision one of this section.
Such report shall also include a proposed agenda consisting of specific
issues that the conmttee plans to address during the following fisca
year.

6. Menbers of the conmittee shall be appointed within ninety days
after the effective date of this section, however, the conmmittee nay
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busi ness and effectuating the duties of this section

in ninety days without regard to the conpletion of the appointnent proc-

€sSsS.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



