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STATE OF NEW YORK

3688

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 30, 2021

Introduced by Sen. FELDER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to residency requirenents
for certain charter schools

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 2 of section 2854 of the
education | aw, as anended by section 3 of subpart A of part B of chapter
20 of the |l aws of 2015, is anended to read as foll ows:

(b) Any child who is qualified under the laws of this state for adm s-
sion to a public school is qualified for adm ssion to a charter school,
provided that in a city with a population of one mllion or nore, such
child lives within a five mle radius of such charter school. Applica-
tions for admission to a charter school shall be submitted on a uniform
application formcreated by the departnent and shall be nade available
by a charter school in | anguages predoni nately spoken in the conmunity
i n which such charter school is |ocated. The school shall enroll each
eligible student who subnmits a tinely application by the first day of
April each year, unless the number of applications exceeds the capacity

of the grade level or building. In such cases, students shall be
accepted from anong applicants by a random sel ection process, provided,
however, that an enrollnment preference shall be provided to pupils

returning to the charter school in the second or any subsequent year of
operation and pupils residing in the school district in which the char-
ter school is located, or in the case of a city with a popul ation of one

mllion or nore, pupils residing within a five mle radius of such char-
ter school, and siblings of pupils already enrolled in the charter
school. Preference nmay al so be provided to children of enployees of the

charter school or charter managenment organization, provided that such
children of enpl oyees may constitute no nore than fifteen percent of the
charter school's total enrollnent. The conm ssioner shall establish
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regulations to require that the random selection process conducted
pursuant to this paragraph be performed in a transparent and equitable
manner and to require that the time and place of the random selection
process be publicized in a manner consistent with the requirenents of
section one hundred four of the public officers aw and be open to the
public. For the purposes of [this—paragraph—and] paragraph (a) of this
subdi vi sion, the school district in which the charter school is |ocated
shall rmean, for the city school district of the city of New York, the
community district in which the charter school is |ocated.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.



