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STATE OF NEW YORK

3685

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 30, 2021

Introduced by Sen. FELDER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to authorizing
an operator of a notor vehicle to disobey a traffic-control device or
signal in the course of yielding the right of way to an authorized
ener gency vehicle

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision (a) of section 1110 of the vehicle and traffic
law, as anended by chapter 259 of the | aws of 1964, is amended to read
as foll ows:

(a) Every person shall obey the instructions of any official traffic-
control device applicable to himor her placed in accordance with the
provi sions of this chapter, unless otherwi se directed by a traffic or
police officer, or unless otherw se authorized by section el even hundred
forty-four of this title, subject to the exceptions granted the driver
of an authorized enmergency vehicle in this title.

8§ 2. Paragraphs 1 and 3 of subdivision (d) of section 1111 of the
vehicle and traffic |law paragraph 1 as anended by chapter 760 of the
|l aws of 1974 and paragraph 3 as anended by chapter 356 of the laws of
1971 and as renunbered by chapter 760 of the | aws of 1974, are anmended
to read as follows:

1. Traffic, except pedestrians, facing a steady circular red signal
unl ess to nake such other novenent as is permitted by other indications
shown at the sane tine, shall stop at a clearly nmarked stop line, but if
none, then shall stop before entering the crosswal k on the near side of
the intersection, or in the event there is no crosswalk, at the point
nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of the
approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before entering the
i ntersection and shall remain standing until an indication to proceed is
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shown except as provided in paragraph two of this subdivision or as
aut hori zed by section eleven hundred forty-four of this title.

3. Traffic, except pedestrians, facing a steady red arrow signal nay
not enter the intersection to nake the novenent indicated by such arrow
and, wunless entering the intersection to make such other novenent as is
pernmitted by other indications showmn at the sane tinme, shall stop at a
clearly marked stop line, but if none, then shall stop before entering
the crosswal k on the near side of the intersection, or in the event
there is no crosswalk at the point nearest the intersecting roadway
where the driver has a view of the approaching traffic on the intersect-
i ng roadway before entering the intersection and shall renmain standing
until an indication to proceed is shown except as authorized by section
el even hundred forty-four of this title.

8§ 3. The vehicle and traffic law is anmended by adding a new section
1111-f to read as foll ows:

8 1111-f. Review of traffic-control violation; vielding right of way
to an authorized energency vehicle. (a) Every municipality which is
authorized to install and operate traffic-control signal photo violation
nonitoring devices pursuant to this article, shall establish and inple-
nent a program and net hodol ogy which provides for the review of the
phot ogr aphs, m crophot ographs, videotape or other recorded inmges
produced by its traffic-control signal photo violation npnitoring
devices to determne whether any owner charged with a violation of
subdi vision (d) of section eleven hundred eleven of this article, diso-
beved the traffic-control signal as authorized by section el even hundred

forty-four of this title; in which case, any notice of liability for
such violation shall be void.

(b) Every such municipality shall include space on each notice of
liability it issues, in which an owner may indicate that the all eged

violation was authorized in order to yield the right of way to an
aut horized energency vehicle in accordance with section el even hundred
forty-four of this title. In each instance in which an owner so indi-
cates, the municipality shall cause a review to be conducted pursuant to
subdivision (a) of this section.

8 4. Subdivision (a) of section 1113 of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
as anmended by chapter 722 of the laws of 2006, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(a) Flashing red indications. Unless to make anot her novenent permt-
ted by other indications shown at the sane tinme or as authorized by
section eleven hundred forty-four of this title, vehicular traffic
facing a circular red signal or red arrowwith rapid intermttent flash-
es shall stop at a clearly nmarked stop line, but if none, then shal
stop before entering the crosswal k on the near side of the intersection,
or in the event there is no crosswal k, at the point nearest the inter-
secting roadway where the driver has a view of approaching traffic on
the intersecting roadway before entering the intersection and the right
to proceed shall be subject to the rules applicable after making a stop
at a stop sign.

8 5. The opening paragraph of section 1116 of the vehicle and traffic
| aw, as anended by chapter 228 of the laws of 2012, is anmended to read
as follows:

Whenever traffic is controlled by | ane-use control signal indications
| ocated over the individual |anes of a highway, only the colors green,
yellow, white and red shall be used, and said signals shall, except as
otherwi se required by section eleven hundred forty-four of this ¢title,
i ndi cate and apply as foll ows:
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§ 6. Subdivision (a) of section 1144 of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
as amended by chapter 606 of the laws of 1994, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(a) Upon the imediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle
equi pped with at |least one lighted lanp exhibiting red light visible
under normal atnmospheric conditions froma distance of five hundred feet
to the front of such vehicle other than a police vehicle or bicycle when
operated as an authorized enmergency vehicle, and when audi bl e signals

are sounded from any said vehicle by siren, exhaust whistle, bell, air-
horn or electronic equivalent; the driver of every other vehicle shal
yield the right of way and shall imediately drive to a position paral-

lel to, and as close as possible to the right-hand edge or curb of the
roadway, or to either edge of a one-way roadway three or nore lanes in
width, clear of any intersection, and shall stop and remain in such
position until the authorized energency vehicle has passed, unless
otherwise directed by a police officer. Adriver, after exercising
reasonable care for all persons using the highway, may disobey any offi-
cial traffic-control device or traffic-control signal, when such di sobe-
dience is necessary to yield the right of way to an authorized energency
vehi cl e.

8 7. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.




