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STATE OF NEW YORK

3297

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 28, 2021

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Energy and Tel ecomuni-
cations

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to the establishnent
of reduced residential rates for electric and natural gas service to
furl oughed or non-pay federal workers; and providing for the repeal of
such provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public service law is anmended by addi ng a new section
66-q to read as foll ows:

8 66-9q. Reduced residential rates for electric and natural gas service
to furl oughed or non-pay federal custoners. 1. The comnission shal
require electric and natural gas corporations to establish prograns of
rate reduction and other assistance to residential electric and natura
gas custoners who have been either furl oughed or designated non-pay
federal enployees due to a period of a lapse in discretionary appropri-
ations by the federal governnent, the revenue inpact of which shall not
be borne solely by any single class of custoner. The conm ssion shal
ensure appropriate levels of rate reduction for such electric and
natural gas custoners to nmitigate hardship. 1|In establishing the appro-
priate percentage reduction the conmission shall ensure to the extent
feasible that ratepayers who have been furl oughed or designated non-pay
federal enployees are not jeopardized or overburdened by rates for elec-
tric and natural gas service.

2. The commission shall establish custoner incone and categorica
eligibility standards for reduced rates, which shall include, wthout
limtation, custoners providing docunentation denpnstrating that they
have been furl oughed or designated non-pay as a result of a period of a
|l apse in discretionary appropriations by the federal governnent.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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3. The commission shall require providers of electric and natural gas
service to provide information and application forns for reduced rates
to eligible custonmers on their websites, at their offices, and by other
neans, and to provide information regarding the availability and eligi-
bility standards for reduced rates to residential custoners at the tine
of service initiation, in bill inserts, in comunications with custoners
in arrears, and by other neans required or approved by the conmi ssion.

4. The commission shall require electric and natural gas corporations
to establish reduced rates pursuant to this section to be effective no
later than thirty days after the effective date of this section, and to
file periodic reports regarding the nunber of eligible custoners receiv-
ing reduced rates, utility efforts to provide reduced residential rates
to all custoners eligible for them and other information deened neces-
sary or appropriate by the commission for the efficient admnistration
of the reduced rates.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed one year after it shall have becone a | aw.




