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STATE OF NEW YORK

2889

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 26, 2021

I ntroduced by Sens. GOUNARDES, Bl AGG, Gd ANARI'S, KAPLAN, KAVANAGH, RAMOS
-- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmitted to
the Committee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the public authorities law, in relation to nmenbership on
the board of the netropolitan transportation authority

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of section 1263 of the
public authorities Ilaw, as anmended by chapter 549 of the |aws of 1994
and subparagraph 1 as anended by section 1 of part E of chapter 39 of
the |l aws of 2019, is amended to read as foll ows:

(a) (1) There is hereby created the "nmetropolitan transportation
authority.” The authority shall be a body corporate and politic consti-
tuting a public benefit corporation. The authority shall consist of a
[ ehairan] chairperson, [sixteer] twenty other voting nenbers, and [+we]
three non-voting [anrdFfouvr—alterhrate—-nor—voling—reabers], as described
i n subparagraph two of this paragraph appointed by the governor by and
with the advice and consent of the senate. Any nenber appointed to a
term comenci ng on or after June thirtieth, two thousand nine shall have
experience in one or nore of the follow ng areas: transportation, public
adm ni stration, business managenent, finance, accounting, |aw, engineer-
ing, |land use, urban and regional planning, nanagenent of l[arge capital
projects, labor relations, or have experience in some other area of
activity central to the mssion of the authority. Four of the [sixieenr]
twenty voting nenbers other than the [ehai+man] chairperson shall be
appoi nted on the witten reconmendati on of the mayor of the city of New
York; one of the twenty voting nenbers other than the chairperson shal
be appointed on the witten reconmendation of the New York city transit

authority advisory council; one of the twenty voting nmenbers other than
the chairperson shall be appointed on the witten recommendation of the
Metro-North rail commuter council: one of the twenty voting nenbers
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other than the chairperson shall be appointed on the witten recommenda-
tion of the Long Island Rail Road commuter's council; one of the twenty
voting nenbers other than the chairperson shall be appointed on the
witten recommendation of the MIA New York city transit's paratransit
advisory committee's selection conmmittee; and each of seven other voting
nmenbers other than the [ehai+wan] chairperson shall be appointed after
selection from a witten list of three recommendati ons fromthe chi ef
executive officer of the county in which the particular nmenber is
required to reside pursuant to the provisions of this subdivision. O
the nmenbers appoi nted on recomendati on of the chief executive officer
of a county, one such nenber shall be, at the tine of appointment, a
resident of the county of Nassau, one a resident of the county of
Suffol k, one a resident of the county of Wstchester, one a resident of
the county of Dutchess, one a resident of the county of Oange, one a
resident of the county of Putnam and one a resident of the county of
Rockl and, provided that the termof any menber who is a resident of a
county that has withdrawn fromthe netropolitan commuter transportation
district pursuant to section twelve hundred seventy-nine-b of this title
shall terminate upon the effective date of such county's wi thdrawal from
such district. O the five voting nenbers, other than the [e&hairar]
chai rperson, appointed by the governor w thout recomrendati on from any
ot her person, three shall be, at the tine of appointnent, residents of
the city of New York and two shall be, at the tine of appointnent, resi-
dents of such <city or of any of the aforenentioned counties in the
metropolitan conmuter transportation district. Provi ded however,
notw thstanding the foregoing residency requirenent, one of the five
voting nmenbers appoi nted by the governor w thout recomendation from any
ot her person, other than the [ehai+mar] chairperson, may be the director
of the New York state division of the budget, and provided further that,
in the event of such appointment, the budget director's nmenbership in
the authority shall be deenmed ex-officio. The [ehai+rrman] chairperson
and each of the nenbers shall be appointed for a term of six years,
provi ded however, that the [e&hai+man] chairperson first appointed shal

serve for a termending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred eighty-one,
provided that thirty days after the effective date of the chapter of the
laws of two thousand ni ne which amended this subparagraph, the term of
t he [ehai+man] chairperson shall expire; provided, further, that such
[ ehai+an] chairperson may continue to discharge the duties of his or
her office until the position of [ehai+man] chairperson is filled by
appoi ntrent by the governor upon the advice and consent of the senate
and the term of such new [ éhai+—wan] chairperson shall termnate June
thirtieth, two thousand fifteen. The [sisdeen] twenty other nenbers
first appointed shall serve for the following terms: The nenbers from
the counties of Nassau and Westchester shall each serve for a term
ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred eighty-five; the nenbers from
the county of Suffolk and fromthe counties of Dutchess, Orange, Putnam
and Rockl and shall each serve for a termending June thirtieth, nineteen
hundred ni nety-two; two of the nenbers appointed on reconmendation of
the mayor of the <city of New York shall each serve for a term ending
June thirtieth, nineteen hundred eighty-four and, two shall each serve
for a term ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred ei ghty-one; two of
the nmenbers appointed by the governor without the reconmendation of any
ot her person shall each serve for a termending June thirtieth, nineteen
hundred eighty-two, two shall each serve for a termending June thirti-
eth, nineteen hundred eighty and one shall serve for a termending June
thirtieth, nineteen hundred eighty-five, the nenber appointed by the
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governor on recommendation of the New York city transit authority advi-
sory council shall serve for a termending June thirtieth, tw thousand
twenty-five; the nenber appointed by the governor on recommendation of
the Metro-North rail conmuter council shall serve for a term ending June
thirtieth, two thousand twenty-five; the nenber appointed by the gover-
nor on reconmendation of the lLong Island Rail Road conmuter's counci
shall serve for a termending June thirtieth, two thousand twenty-five
and the nenber appointed by the governor on recommendation of the MIA
New York city transit's paratransit advisory committee selection commit-
tee's shaII serve for a tern1end|nq June thirtieth, tmo t housand twen-
M-f|ve [ aa¥aa
seF¥e—un%LL—Janua#y—L+#s%——%%e—%heasand—ene—] The nenbers fromthe coun-

ties of Dutchess, Orange, Putnam and Rockl and shall cast one collective
vot e.

(2) There shall be [twe] three non-voting nenbers [andtfew—alternate
AeR—voting—rerbers] of the authority, as referred to in subparagraph one
of this paragraph.

The flrst non- voti ng nmenber shaII be [ o—regulaor—rrsstransit—user—of

Ihe—seeend—nen-vé%#ag—nenbe*—é#uﬂ4—4yﬂ recomrended to the governor by

the |abor organization representing the majority of enployees of the
Long Island Rail Road. The [thi+d—alternate] second non-voting menber
shall be recomended to the governor by the | abor organi zation repres-
enting the majority of enployees of the New York city transit authority.
The [foewth—alternate] third non-voting nenber shall be reconmended to
the governor by the |[|abor organization representing the majority of
enpl oyees of the Metro-North Comruter Railroad Conpany. The [ehairaar]
chairperson of the authority, at his or her direction, may exclude
[ s4eh] any non-voting nenber [er—alternate—nonr—voting—renrber] from
attending any portion of a neeting of the authority or of any conmittee
established pursuant to paragraph (b) of subdivision four of this
section held for the purpose of discussing negotiations with |abor
organlzatlons
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8§ 2. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of section 1263 of the public
authorities Ilaw, as anended by section 2 of part E of chapter 39 of the
| aws of 2019, is anended to read as foll ows:

(a) There is hereby created the "netropolitan transportation authori-
ty." The authority shall be a body corporate and politic constituting a
public benefit corporation. The authority shall consist of a [ehai+rman]
chai rperson and [siedeen] twenty other nenbers appoi nted by the governor
by and with the advice and consent of the senate. Any nenber appointed
to a termconmencing on or after June thirtieth, two thousand nine shal
have experience in one or nore of the follow ng areas of experti se:
transportation, public admnistration, business nmanagenent, finance,
accounting, law, engineering, land use, urban and regi onal planning,
managenent of |arge capital projects, labor relations, or have experi-
ence in sone other area of activity central to the mission of the
authority. Four of the [sixteer] twenty nmenbers other than the [&hai+—
wanr] chairperson shall be appointed on the witten reconmendati on of the
mayor of the «city of New York; one of the twenty voting nenbers other
than the chairperson shall be appointed on the witten reconmmendati on of
the New York city transit authority advisory council; one of the twenty
voting nenbers other than the chairperson shall be appointed on the
witten recomrendation of the Metro-North rail commuter council:; one of
the twenty voting nenbers other than the chairperson shall be appointed
on the witten recommendation of the Long Island Rail Road conmuter's
council; one of the twenty voting menbers other than the chairperson
shall be appointed on the witten recomendation of the MA New York
city transit's paratransit advisory committee's selection conmittee; and
each of seven other nenbers other than the [e&hai+man] chairperson shal
be appointed after selection froma witten list of three recomenda-
tions from the chief executive officer of the county in which the
particular menber is required to reside pursuant to the provisions of
this subdivision. O the nenbers appointed on recommendation of the
chi ef executive officer of a county, one such nenber shall be, at the
time of appointnment, a resident of the county of Nassau; one a resident
of the county of Suffolk; one a resident of the county of Westchester;
and one a resident of the county of Dutchess, one a resident of the
county of Orange, one a resident of the county of Putnam and one a resi-
dent of the county of Rockland, provided that the term of any nenber who
is aresident of a county that has wthdrawn from the netropolitan
commuter transportation district pursuant to section twelve hundred
seventy-nine-b of this title shall term nate upon the effective date of
such county's withdrawal from such district. O the five menbers, other
than the [ehai+rman] chairperson, appointed by the governor wthout
reconmendation from any other person, three shall be, at the tine of
appoi ntrment, residents of the city of New York and two shall be, at the
time of appointnent, residents of such city or of any of the aforenen-
tioned counties in the nmetropolitan commuter transportation district.
Provi ded however, notw thstanding the foregoing residency requirenent,
one of the five voting nenbers appointed by the governor w thout recom
mendation from any other person, other than the [ehai+man] chairperson
may be the director of the New York state division of the budget, and
provided further that, in the event of such appointment, the budget
director's nmenbership in the authority shall be deemed ex-officio. The
[ ehai+manr] chairperson and each of the nenbers shall be appointed for a
termof six years, provided however, that the [ehai+rman] chairperson
first appointed shall serve for a termending June thirtieth, nineteen
hundred ei ghty-one, provided that thirty days after the effective date
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of the chapter of the |aws of two thousand ni ne which anended this para-
graph, the term of the [ehai+rrman] chairperson shall expire; provided,
further, that such [ehairmar] chairperson may continue to discharge the
duties of his or her office until the position of [ehai+mar] chairperson
is filled by appointment by the governor upon the advice and consent of
the senate and the term of such new [ eéhai+ran] chairperson shall term-
nate June thirtieth, two thousand fifteen. The [sisdeen] twenty ot her
menbers first appointed shall serve for the following ternms: The nenbers
fromthe counties of Nassau and Westchester shall each serve for a term
ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred eighty-five; the menbers from
the county of Suffolk and fromthe counties of Dutchess, Orange, Putnam
and Rockl and shall each serve for a termending June thirtieth, nineteen
hundred ninety-two; two of the nenbers appointed on recomendati on of
the mayor of the city of New York shall each serve for a term ending
June thirtieth, nineteen hundred eighty-four and, two shall each serve
for a termending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred eighty-one; tw of
the nenbers appointed by the governor w thout the recommendati on of any
ot her person shall each serve for a termending June thirtieth, nineteen
hundred ei ghty-two, two shall each serve for a termending June thirti-
eth, nineteen hundred eighty and one shall serve for a term ending June
thirtieth, nineteen hundred eighty-five, the nenber appointed by the
governor on recomendation of the New York city transit authority advi-
sory council shall serve for a termending June thirtieth, two thousand
twenty-five; the nenber appointed by the governor on reconmendation of
the Metro-North rail commuter council shall serve for a term ending June
thirtieth, two thousand twenty-five; the nenber appointed by the gover-
nor on recommendation of the Long Island Rail Road commuter's counci
shall serve for a termending June thirtieth, two thousand twenty-five
and the nmenber appointed by the governor on recommendation of the MIA
New York city transit's paratransit advisory conmttee's selection
commttee shall serve for a termending June thirtieth, two thousand
twenty-five. The nenbers fromthe counties of Dutchess, Oange, Putnam
and Rockl and shall cast one collective vote.

§ 3. Subdivision 2 of the section 1263 of the public authorities |aw,
as amended by chapter 55 of the laws of 1992, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

2. The |[é&hai+mwan] chairperson and the first vice [ehairaar] chair-
person shall be paid a salary in the anount deternined by the authority;
the ot her menmbers shall not receive a salary or other conpensation. Each
menber, including the [ehai+mranr] chairperson and the first vice [ehai+—
mar] chairperson, shall be entitled to reinbursenent for actual and
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of his or her official
duties.

8 4. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 4 of section 1263 of the public
authorities |law, as anended by chapter 506 of the laws of 2009, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(a) Notwi thstanding any provision of lawto the contrary, the [&hai+—
wanr] chairperson shall be the chief executive officer of the authority
and shall be responsible for the discharge of the executive and adm nis-
trative functions and powers of the authority. The [&hai+rman] chair-
person may appoi nt an executive director and such other officials and
enpl oyees as shall in his or her judgnent be needed to discharge the
executive and administrative functions and powers of the authority.

8 5. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 4 of section 1263 of the public
authorities law, as anmended by section 1 of chapter 425 of the |aws of
2018, is anended to read as foll ows:
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(b) The [e&hai+man] chairperson shall establish comittees to assist
him or her in the performance of his or her duties and shall appoint
menbers of the authority to such conmittees. Among such committees,
there shall be a conmittee on operations of the New York city transit
authority, the Mnhattan and Bronx surface transit operating authority
and the Staten Island rapid transit operating authority; a comittee on
operations of the Long Island Rail Road and the netropolitan suburban
bus authority; a conmittee on operations of the Metro-North comuter
railroad; a comrttee on operations of the Triborough bridge and tunne
authority; a conmttee on finance; a conmittee on capital program over-
sight; and a conmittee on safety. In addition to such appoi nted nenbers,
each of the non-voting nenbers referred to in subparagraph two of para-
graph (a) of subdivision one of this section shall serve on the conmt-
tee on capital programoversight, the commttee on finance, the commt-
tee on safety, the conmttee on operations of the Triborough bridge and
tunnel authority, and the operations conmttee relevant to the conmuter

council that recomrended such menber. [Fhre—alternate—hop—voting—rerbers

shall——eoach—sorre—op—he—rosposiire—oporaii-ohs—sohmi-—ee—relavahi——c—he
corm-er—ecouneci—that—recormpnded—each—enrber—] The conmittee on capital

program oversi ght and the conmittee on safety shall include not |ess
than three nenbers, and shall include the chairpersons of the comrttee
on operations of the New York city transit authority, the Manhattan and
Bronx surface transit operating authority and the Staten Island rapid
transit operating authority, the comrttee on operations of the Long
Island Rail Road and the netropolitan suburban bus authority, and the
commttee on operations of the Metro-North conmuter railroad. The
commttee on safety shall convene at |east once annually and each
comm ttee chairperson, that is a nmenber of the conmmittee on safety,
shall report to the comrittee on safety any and all initiatives,
concerns, inprovenents, or failures involving the safety of: (1) custom
ers; (2) enployees; and (3) the public at large, in relation to authori-
ty facilities and services. The capital program comrttee shall, wth
respect to any approved or proposed capital programplans, (i) nonitor
the current and future availability of funds to be wutilized for such
pl ans approved or proposed to be subnmitted to the netropolitan transpor-
tation capital program review board as provided in section twelve
hundred sixty-nine-b of this title; (ii) nonitor the contract awards of
the netropolitan transportation authority and the New York city transit
authority to insure that such awards are consistent with (A) provisions
of law authorizing United States content and New York state content; (B)
collective bargaining agreenents; (C) provisions of |aw providing for
participation by mnority and wonen-owned busi nesses; (D) New York state
| abor laws; (E) conpetitive bidding requirenments including those regard-
ing sole source contracts; and (F) any other relevant requirenents
established by law, (iii) nmonitor the award of contracts to determne if
such awards are consistent with the manner in which the work was tradi-
tionally perfornmed in the past provided, however, that any such determ -
nation shall not be adm ssible as evidence in any arbitration or judi-
ci al pr oceedi ng; (iv) review the relationship between capital
expendi tures pursuant to each such capital programplan and current and
future operating budget requirenents; (v) nonitor the progress of capi-
tal el enments described in each capital program plan approved as provided
in section twelve hundred sixty-nine-b of this title; (vi) nonitor the
expenditures incurred and to be incurred for each such elenent; and
(vii) identify capital elenents not progressing on schedule, ascertain
responsibility therefor and recomend those actions required or appro-
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priate to accelerate their inplenentation. The capital programconmittee
shall issue a quarterly report on its activities and findings, and shal
in connection with the preparation of such quarterly report, consult
with the state division of the budget, the state department of transpor-
tation, the nenbers of the nmetropolitan transportation authority capital
program review board and any other group the commttee deens rel evant,
i ncludi ng public enpl oyee organizations, and, at least annually, with a
nationally recognized independent transit engineering firm Such report
shal |l be nmade available to the nenbers of the authority, to the nenbers
of the metropolitan transportation authority capital programreview
board, and the directors of the nunicipal assistance corporation for the
city of New York.

8 6. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 4 of section 1263 of the public
authorities law, as amended by section 2 of chapter 425 of the | aws of
2018, is anmended to read as foll ows:

(b) The [ehai+man] chairperson shall establish comittees to assist
him or her in the performance of his or her duties and shall appoint
menbers of the authority to such conmittees. Among such committees,
there shall be a conmittee on operations of the New York city transit
authority, the Manhattan and Bronx surface transit operating authority
and the Staten Island rapid transit operating authority; a conmttee on
operations of the Long Island Rail Road and the netropolitan suburban
bus authority; a comittee on operations of the Metro-North comuter
railroad; a commttee on operations of the Triborough bridge and tunne
authority, a committee on finance; a comittee on capital program over-
sight; and a conmittee on safety. The committee on capital program over-
sight shall include not |ess than four menbers, and shall include the
chairpersons of the conmittee on operations of the New York city transit
authority, the Mnhattan and Bronx surface transit operating authority
and the Staten Island rapid transit operating authority, the conmittee
on operations of the Long Island Rail Road and the metropolitan suburban
bus authority, the commttee on operations of the Metro-North comuter
railroad, and the comrittee on safety. The conmittee on safety shal
convene at |east once annually and each comm ttee chairperson, that is a
menber of the committee on safety, shall report to the comittee on
safety any and all initiatives, concerns, inprovenents, or failures
involving the safety of: (1) custoners; (2) enployees; and (3) the
public at large, inrelation to authority facilities and services. The
capital program conmittee shall, wth respect to any approved or
proposed capital programplans, (i) nonitor the current and future
availability of funds to be utilized for such plans approved or proposed
to be submitted to the netropolitan transportation capital program
review board as provided in section twelve hundred sixty-nine-b of this
title; (ii) monitor the contract awards of the metropolitan transporta-
tion authority and the New York city transit authority to insure that
such awards are consistent with (A) provisions of |aw authorizing United
States content and New York state content; (B) collective bargaining
agreenents; (C) provisions of law providing for participation by nmnori-
ty and wonen-owned businesses; (D) New York state Ilabor Ilaws; (E)
conmpetitive bidding requirenents including those regarding sole source
contracts; and (F) any other relevant requirenents established by |aw
(iii) monitor the award of contracts to determne if such awards are
consistent with the manner in which the work was traditionally perforned
in the past provided, however, that any such deternination shall not be
adm ssible as evidence in any arbitration or judicial proceeding; (iv)
review the relationship between capital expenditures pursuant to each
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such capital program plan and current and future operating budget
requi rements; (v) nonitor the progress of capital elenents described in
each capital program plan approved as provided in section twelve hundred
sixty-nine-b of this title; (vi) nonitor the expenditures incurred and
to be incurred for each such elenment; and (vii) identify capital
el enents not progressing on schedule, ascertain responsibility therefor
and recomend those actions required or appropriate to accelerate their
i npl enmentation. The capital programcomittee shall issue a quarterly
report on its activities and findings, and shall in connection with the
preparation of such quarterly report, consult with the state division of
the budget, the state departnment of transportation, the nenbers of the
metropolitan transportation authority capital programreview board and
any other group the commttee deens rel evant, including public enployee
organi zations, and, at least annually, wth a nationally recognized
i ndependent transit engineering firm Such report shall be nade avail -
able to the nmenbers of the authority, to the nenbers of the metropolitan
transportation authority capital programreview board, and the directors
of the rmunicipal assistance corporation for the city of New York

8 7. Paragraphs (c) and (d) of subdivision 4 of section 1263 of the
public authorities law, paragraph (c) as added by chapter 247 of the
| aws of 1990, paragraph (d) as added by section 5 of part H of chapter
25 of the laws of 2009, are amended to read as foll ows:

(c) The [e&hai+man] chairperson shall ensure that at every neeting of
the board and at every neeting of each conmittee the public shall be
allotted a period of time, not less than thirty mnutes, to speak on any
topi ¢ on the agenda.

(d) Notwithstandi ng paragraph (c) of subdivision one of section twen-
ty-eight hundred twenty-four of this chapter or any other provision of
law to the contrary, the [ehai+mar] chairperson shall not participate in
establishing authority policies regarding the paynment of salary, conpen-
sation and reinbursenent to, nor establish rules for the tine and
attendance of, the chief executive officer. The salary of the [ehai+man]
chai rperson, as determ ned pursuant to subdivision two of this section,
shal |l al so be conpensation for all services perforned as chi ef executive
of ficer.

8 8. This act shall take effect i mmediately; provided that the anend-
ments to paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of section 1263 of the public
authorities |aw nmade by section one of this act shall be subject to the
expiration and reversion of such paragraph pursuant to section 3 of
chapter 549 of +the laws of 1994, as anended, when upon such date the
provi sions of section two of this act shall take effect; and provided
further that the anmendments to paragraph (b) of subdivision 4 of section
1263 of the public authorities |aw nade by section five of this act
shall be subject to the expiration and reversion of such subdivision
pursuant to section 3 of chapter 549 of the laws of 1994, as anended,
when upon such date the provisions of section six of this act shall take
effect.



