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STATE OF NEW YORK

1739

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 14, 2021

Introduced by Sens. SKOUFIS, BIAGE, RIVERA, SANDERS -- read twi ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be coormitted to the Committee on
Hi gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to enacting "Tuition-Free
NY"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as "Tuition-Free
NY" .

§ 2. Paragraph h of subdivision 2 of section 355 of the education |aw
i s anended by addi ng a new subparagraph 1-a to read as foll ows:

(1-a) The trustees shall inplenent a programto pernt any student who
has been adnitted to a state-operated institution of the state universi-
ty to attend without the paynent of tuition and fees if such student
fulfills the requirenments of such program pursuant to the provisions of
this subparagraph. The provisions of this subparagraph shall only apply
to costs of one undergraduate degree and any additional costs associ ated
with nore than one sinultaneous undergraduate degree shall not be
covered by this program

(i) The trustees shall provide an application process and adm ni ster
the program according to the following criteria:

(A) Any student eligible for resident tuition rates is eligible for
this program

(B) A student shall be required to sign a contract agreeing to reside
in New York state for a period of five years subsequent to conpletion of
his or her academ c program

(C) Students shall be required to conplete their degree programwthin
a mninmumperiod of tine to be set by the trustees which shall be no
less than three years and no nore than five years.

(D) A student who benefited fromthe programoutlined in this subpara-
graph shall be allowed to attend an out-of-state graduate school without

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
LBDO0477-01-1



O©CoOoO~NOUP~WNE

S. 1739 2

any penalty if such student pursues a graduate degree. Once such student
concludes his or her graduate school studies, such student shall return
to New York within one vear for residency, per the programls require-
nents, or else the undergraduate benefit will turn into a student | oan
pursuant to the provisions of clause (ii) of this subparagraph

(E) A student who benefited fromthe programoutlined in this subpara-
graph who is on active duty in the arnmed forces of the United States
shall not be penalized if such student maintains his or her legal resi-
dence in the state of New York, during such service. "legal residence"
as used in this subclause shall nean the place where a nenber of the
mlitary intends to return and live after discharge or retirenent, and
which they consider their pernmanent hone. lLegal residency shall be
deternmi ned by what |ocal and state tax laws a nenber of the mlitary is
subject to, and in which state they may vote.

(ii) 1f a student or forner student fails to fulfill any of the
requirenents set forth in clause (i) of this subparagraph, the trustees
shall convert to a student |loan the full anmpbunt of the tuition which

woul d have been paid by such student, as deternmined by the New York
state higher education services corporation, plus interest, according to
a schedule to be determined by such corporation. Such repaynent nay
also be required if a recipient fails to respond to requests for infor-
mation necessary to deternmine continued eligibility or for admnis-
tration of the program The terns and conditions of this clause shal
be deferred for students who enroll on at |least a half-tine basis in an
approved undergraduate, graduate or higher degree program or other
professional licensure degree programuntil they are conferred a degree,
and shall also be deferred for any interruption in undergraduate study
as established by the rules and regulations of the corporation. The
terne and conditions of this clause nay also be deferred for a grace
period, to be established by the corporation, following the conpletion
of an approved undergraduate rogram or a graduate or higher degree
program or ot her professional licensure degree program Notw t hstanding
any provisions of this clause to the contrary, the corporation is
authorized to promulgate rules and requlations to provide for the waiver
or _suspension of any financial obligation which would involve extrene
har dshi p.

(iii) Any student who elects to participate in the programunder this
subparagraph shall be required to apply for tuition assistance program
funding. Funds awarded on the tuition assistance programshall be
applied towards the cost of tuition prior to an award under this subpar-

agr aph.
(iv) Students shall be responsible for all other costs including hous-

ing, fees and other non-tuition related charges.

(v) (A This programshall not apply in academ c years conmencing on
or before the effective date of this subparagraph. (B) For the first two
years after the effective date of this subparagraph, this program shal
only apply to students attending community colleges as defined by subdi-
vision two of section sixty-three hundred one of this chapter. (G 1In
all other vears, this program shall apply to all students attending
SUNY, CUNY, and community colleges of the state.

8 3. Subdivision 7 of section 6206 of the education |law is anmended by
addi ng a new paragraph (f) to read as foll ows:

(f) The trustees shall inplenent a programto pernmt any student who
has been admtted to an institution operated by the city university to
attend w thout the paynent of tuition and fees if such student fulfills




O©CoOoO~NOUP~WNE

S. 1739 3

the requirenents of such programpursuant to the provisions of this
par agr aph.

(i) The trustees shall provide an application process and administer
the program according to the following criteria:

(A) Any student eligible for resident tuition rates is eligible for
this program

(B) A student shall be required to sign a contract agreeing to reside
in New York state for a period of five years subsequent to conpletion of
his or her academ c program

(G Students shall be required to conplete their degree programw thin
a mninmumperiod of tine to be set by the trustees which shall be no
less than three years and no nore than five years.

(D) A student who benefited fromthe programoutlined in this para-
graph shall be allowed to attend an out-of-state graduate school w thout
any penalty if such student pursues a graduate degree. Once such student

concludes his or her graduate school studies, such student shall return
to New York wthin one year for residency per the programis require-

nents, or else the undergraduate benefit will turn into a student | oan
pursuant to the provisions of subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph.

(E) A student who benefited fromthe programoutlined in this para-
graph who is on active duty in the arnmed forces of the United States
shall not be penalized if such student maintains his or her legal resi-
dence in the state of New York, during such service. "legal residence"
as used in this clause shall nean the place where a nenber of the mli-
tary intends to return and live after discharge or retirenent, and which
they consider their pernanent hone. Legal residency shall be detern ned
by what local and state tax laws a nenber of the military is subject to,
and in which state they may vote.

(ii) 1f a student or forner student fails to fulfill any of the
requirenents set forth in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph, the trus-
tees shall convert to a student loan the full anpunt of the tuition

whi ch woul d have been paid by such student, as determined by the New
York state higher education services corporation, plus interest, accord-

ing to a schedule to be deternined by such corporation. Such repaynent
nay also be required if a recipient fails to respond to requests for
informati on necessary to determne continued eligibility or for adminis-
tration of the program The terns and conditions of this clause shal

be deferred for students who enroll on at least a half-tine basis in an
approved undergraduate, graduate or higher degree program or other

prof essional licensure degree programuntil they are conferred a degree,
and shall also be deferred for any interruption in undergraduate study

as established by the rules and regulations of the corporation. The
terns and conditions of this clause nay also be deferred for a grace
period, to be established by the corporation, followi ng the conpletion
of an approved undergraduate programor a (¢graduate or higher degree
program or other professional |licensure degree program Notw thstanding
any provisions of this clause to the contrary, the corporation is

authorized to pronulgate rules and regulations to provide for the waiver
or suspension of any financial obligation which would involve extrene

har dshi p.

(iii) Any student who elects to participate in the programunder this
paragraph shall be required to apply for tuition assistance program
fundi ng. Funds awarded on the tuition assistance program shall be

applied towards the cost of tuition prior to an award under this subpar-
agr aph.
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(iv) Students shall be responsible for all other costs including hous-
ing, fees and other non-tuition related charges.

(v) The provisions of this subdivision shall not be subject to taxa-
tion.

(vi) (A This programshall not apply in acaden c years conmencing on
or before the effective date of this paragraph. (B) For the first two
years after the effective date of this paragraph, this program shal
only apply to students attending conmmunity colleges as defined by subdi -
vision two of section sixty-three hundred one of this title. (G In al
other years, this programshall apply to all students attending SUNY
CUNY and conmunity colleges of the state.

8 4. Subdivision 1 of section 6304 of the education law is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph e to read as foll ows:

e. The trustees, sponsors or other governing body of a community
college shall inplenent a programto permt any student who has been
adnmtted to such conmmunity college to attend w thout the paynent of
tuition and fees if such student fulfills the requirenents of such
program pursuant to the provisions of this paragraph.

(i) The trustees shall provide an application process and admninister
the program according to the following criteria:

(A) Any student eligible for resident tuition rates is eligible for
this program

(B) A student shall be required to sign a contract agreeing to reside
in New York state for a period of five years subsequent to conpletion of
his or her academ c program

(G Students shall be required to conplete their degree programw thin
a mnimm period of tine to be set by the trustees which shall be no
|l ess than one year and no nore than three years.

(D) A student who benefited fromthe programoutlined in this subpara-
graph shall be allowed to attend an out-of-state graduate school w thout
any penalty if such student pursues a graduate degree. Once such student

concludes his or her graduate school studies, such student shall return
to New York wthin one year for residency per the programis require-

nents, or else the undergraduate benefit will turn into a student | oan
pursuant to the provisions of subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph.

(E) A student who benefited fromthe programoutlined in this para-
graph who is on active duty in the arned forces of the United States
shall not be penalized if such student maintains his or her legal resi-
dence in the state of New York, during such service. "legal residence"
as used in this clause shall nean the place where a nenber of the mli-
tary intends to return and live after discharge or retirenent, and which
they consider their pernanent hone. Legal residency shall be detern ned
by what local and state tax laws a nenber of the military is subject to,
and in which state they may vote.

(ii) 1f a student or forner student fails to fulfill any of the
requirenents set forth in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph, the trus-
tees shall convert to a student loan the full anpunt of the tuition

whi ch woul d have been paid by such student, as determined by the New
York state higher education services corporation, plus interest, accord-

ing to a schedule to be deternined by such corporation. Such repaynent
nay also be required if a recipient fails to respond to requests for
informati on necessary to determne continued eligibility or for admnis-
tration of the program The terns and conditions of this subparagraph
shall be deferred for students who enroll on at least a half-tine basis
in an approved undergraduate, graduate or hi gher degree program or other
prof essional licensure degree programuntil they are conferred a degree,
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and shall also be deferred for any interruption in undergraduate study
as established by the rules and regulations of the corporation. The
termse _and conditions of this subparagraph may also be deferred for a
grace period, to be established by the corporation, follow ng the
conpletion of an approved undergraduate programor a graduate or higher
degree programor other professional |icensure degree program Notw th-
standi ng _any provisions of this subparagraph to the contrary, the corpo-
ration is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations to provide for
the waiver or suspension of any financial obligation which would involve
extrene hardship.

(iii) Any student who elects to participate in the programunder this
paragraph shall be required to apply for tuition assistance program
funding. Funds awarded on the tuition assistance programshall be
applied towards the cost of tuition prior to an award under this subpar-
agr aph.

(iv) Students shall be responsible for all other costs including hous-
ing, fees and other non-tuition related charges.

(v) (A This programshall not apply in academ c years conmencing on
or before the effective date of this paragraph. (B) For the first two
vears after the effective date of this paragraph, this program shal
only apply to students attending community coll eges as defined by subdi -
vision two of section sixty-three hundred one of this article. (C 1In
all other years, this programshall apply to all students attending
SUNY, CUNY and conmunity colleges of the state

§ 5. Subdivision 1 of section 6304 of the education |law is anmended by
addi ng a new paragraph a-1 to read as foll ows:

a-1. State financial aid shall be increased above the one-third anpunt
of operating costs set forth in paragraph a of this subdivision by an
anpunt  which is equal to the cost of tuition awarded to students who
apply and qualify for the programset forth in paragraph e of this
subdi vi si on.

§ 6. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw Effective inmmediately,
the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation neces-
sary for the inplementation of this act on its effective date are
aut horized to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




