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STATE OF NEW YORK

1509--A
Cal. No. 280

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 12, 2021

Introduced by Sens. MAY, O MARA -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Transportation --
reported favorably from said committee, ordered to first and second
report, ordered to a third readi ng, passed by Senate and delivered to
the Assenbly, recalled, vote reconsidered, restored to third reading,
anmended and ordered reprinted, retaining its place in the order of
third readi ng

AN ACT to amend the transportation law, in relation to the interagency
coordinating comrittee on rural public transportation; and to anend
the social services law, in relation to the transportation of eligible
persons residing in a rural area

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 73-d of the transportation |aw, as anended by chap-
ter 562 of the laws of 1987, subdivision 1 as anended by chapter 672 of
the aws of 2019, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 73-d. Interagency coordinating comittee on rural public transporta-
tion. 1. There is hereby created a conmttee to be known as the "inter-
agency coordinating conmittee on rural public transportation", to be
conpri sed of nineteen nenbers. The conmissioner or his or her designee
shall serve as chairperson. Twelve of such menbers shall be the follow
ing or his or her duly designated representative: the director of the
office for the aging; the commi ssioner of education; the conm ssioner of
| abor; the comnissioner of health; the conm ssioner of the office of
nmental health; the conm ssioner of the office of addiction services and
supports; the comm ssioner of the office for people with devel opnental
disabilities; the conm ssioner of [seelal—serv-ces—siate—advocate—ior
the—disabled] the office for tenporary and disability assistance; the
executive director of the New York state justice center for the
protection of people with special needs; secretary of state; the comm s-
sioner of agriculture and narkets[——+he—d+#ee%e#—9%—%he—e¥¥+ee—e#—#a#a#
affai+s] and the [d+4ee%e#—eL—%he—d+¥+s+en—¥e¢——y%&g¢ﬂ comm ssi oner _ of
the office of <children and famly services. Six additional nenbers,
[a-] five of whom shall be transportation providers or consumers
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representing rural counties and one of whom shall be a representative of
a_ labor union affiliated wth rural public transportation systens
receiving nass transportation operating assistance pursuant to section
eighteen-b of this chapter, shall be appointed to serve a termof three
years as follows: two by the tenporary president [pro-tenpore] of the
senate, two by the speaker of the assenbly, one by the mnority | eader
of the senate, and one by the mnority | eader of the assenbly. Efforts
shall be made to provide a broad representation of consuners and provid-
ers of transportation services in rural counties when making such
appoi ntments. Menbers of the comrittee shall receive no salary. Any
vacancies on the conmmittee shall be filled in the nmanner provided for in
the initial appointnment. Beginning January first, two thousand twenty-
two, the committee shall neet at |least once every three nonths and
beginning January first, two thousand twenty-four, the conmmttee shal
neet at | east once every four nonths.

The conm ssioner shall cause the departnment to provide staff assist-
ance necessary for the efficient and effective operation of the conmt-
t ee.

2. The conmittee shall

a. identify programs and the annual amunts and sources of funds from
such programs that are eligible to be used to support a coordi nated
public transportation service, and the annual anobunts and sources of
such funds that are actually wused for client transportation or for
transportation of persons in connection with agency-affiliated prograns
or services; such data shall be provided on a county basis;

b. identify restrictions on existing prograns that inhibit funds from
such prograns being used to pay for a coordinated public transportation
service in rural counties;

c. recomrend changes in state or local laws or regul ations that would
i mprove the coordination of funds, facilities, vehicles or equiprment and
ot her resources used for transportation at the local |evel;

d. upon request, conpile and forward to the conm ssioner any data or
other information required by this section_

e. conduct a study, in consultation with the departnent, of the avail -
ability of public transportation services in rural counties. Such study
shall identify, examine and review the following: the efficiency, effec-
tiveness, quality and availability of public transportation services in
rural counties; the current and projected operating and capital costs,
revenues, subsidies, and ridership and service area data of each public
transportation systemoperating within rural counties; the barriers and
financial challenges to providing and operating public transportation
services in rural counties; and the denographics of the populations
which have, and those which lack, access to public transportation
services in rural counties. Such study shall include findings and recom
nendations to expand the |level and availability of public transportation
services in rural counties. On or before January first, two thousand
twenty-three, the conmttee shall deliver such study to the governor
the tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, and
the chairs of the senate and assenbly transportation comittees; and

f. bedginning June first, two thousand twenty-four and on the sane date
in each succeeding vear, subnit an annual report to the governor, the
tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, and the
chairs of the senate and assenbly transportation committees on the |evel
and availability of public transportation services in rural counties.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect i mediately.




