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AN ACT to establish the bottle redenption fraud task force; and provid-
ing for the repeal of such provisions upon the expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The |legislature hereby establishes the bottle redenption
fraud task force (referred to hereinafter as the "task force") to
conduct a conprehensive study of the fraud, enforcement, and reporting
requirements related to the New York state returnable container act.

8 2. (a) Such task force shall consist of fifteen nenmbers that shal
be appointed as follows: the state attorney general or his/her desig-
nee; the conmi ssioner of the departnment of taxation and finance or
hi s/ her designee; the comm ssioner of the departnment of environnental
conservation or his/her designee; the state conmptroller or his/her
designee; the chairman of the state |iquor authority or his/her desig-
nee; the conmi ssioner of the department of agriculture and markets or
hi s/ her designee; one nenber shall be appointed by the district attor-
neys association of the state of New York; two nmenbers shall be
appoi nted by the tenporary president of the senate and two nenbers shal
be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly, one shall be an individua
who represents a nunicipality, one shall be an individual who represents
a deposit initiator, one shall be an individual who represents a redenp-
tion center, and one shall be an individual who represents a wholesale
distributor; and four nenbers shall be appointed by the governor, one
shal |l be an individual who represents a deposit initiator and one shal
be an individual who represents a retailer.
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(b) The task force shall be chaired by the attorney general or his/her
desi gnee t hereof.

(c) Menbers of the task force shall receive no conpensation for their
services but shall be reinbursed for their actual expenses incurred in
the performance of their duties in the work of the task force.

(d) Appointed nenbers shall, to the greatest extent practicable have
by education or experience, know edge of organized retail theft.

(e) The task force is authorized to audit any reverse vendi ng nmachi ne.

8 3. Appointrments shall be made within 60 days of the effective date
of this act. Any vacancies in the nenbership of the task force shall be
filled in the same manner provided for in the initial appointnent.

8 4. The task force may consult wth any organization, governnent
entity, or person, in the developnent of its report required under
section five of this act.

8 5. On or before one year after the effective date of this act, the
task force shall submt to the governor, the tenporary president of the
senate and the speaker of the assenbly a report containing, but not
limted to, the following information based on avail abl e dat a:

(a) A review of Jlaws and regulations regarding the New York state
returnable container act and relevant <civil and crimnal penalties
related to the act;

(b) The need for interagency coordination of public education,
outreach, and prevention prograns for retail stores, redenption centers,
muni ci palities, agents acting on behalf of the deposit initiators that
provi de pickup services, and any other identified entities;

(c) The fiscal inpact of fraudulent bottle redenptions and deposits in
the state of New York

(d) The status of current enforcenent efforts and reconmendati ons on
what could be done to inprove enforcenent, including the addition of
nor e enpl oyees;

(e) Areview of inter-state bottle redenption fraud, including, to the
extent practicable, information on the nunber of containers that origi-
nate from out-of-state shipnents and a review of the practice of redeem
i ng beverage containers purchased out-of-state; and

(f) Recommended | egislative, regulatory and enforcenent solutions to
address fraudulent bottle redenptions and deposits, including, but not
limted to, inter-state initiatives

8 6. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall expire 24 nonths
after it shall have beconme a | aw when upon such date the provisions of
this act shall be deened repeal ed.



