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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 6, 2021

Introduced by Sen. LIU -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Local Government

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to oversight of
immigration detention facilities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The general municipal law is amended by adding a new
section 99-x to read as fol |l ows:

§ 99-x. Innigration detention facilities within municipalities. 1. (a)
No municipality shall permt nunicipal funds or resources to be utilized
for the construction of any new detention facilities or the expansion of
existing detention facilities to house inmgrant, migrant, refugee or
asyl um seeking populations within its borders, unless such construction
or expansion has been approved by the legislature as provided in para-
graph (b) of this subdivision.

(b) A municipality shall obtain |egislative approval prior to engaging
in any of the follow nag:

(i) seeking funds for the construction or support of inmigration
detention facilities, including, but not limted to, applying for a
grant, or soliciting or accepting state or federal funds or in-kind or
ot her donati ons;

(ii) engaging in any plans to share resources and coordinate detention
activities with the United States bureau of immgration and custons
enforcenent or other inmmgration officials such as using available beds
in local city jails for detention use; or

(iii) constructing any new detention facilities within such nmunici-
pality's jurisdiction.

(c) For purposes of this section the term "nunicipality" nmeans any
county, city, town, or village.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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2. (a) No nmnmunicipality shall utilize municipal land or buildings or
other resources toward the construction of any new federal or private
detention facilities within its jurisdiction.

(b) Any nunicipality that does not have a contract with the federa
governnent or any federal agency or a private corporation to house or
detain noncitizens for purposes of civil inmagration custody, shall not
enter into a contract with the federal governnent or any federal agency
or a private corporation to house or detain in a | ocked detention facil-
ity noncitizens.

(c) Any nunicipality that has an existing contract with the federa
governnent or any federal agency or a private corporation to detain
noncitizens for purposes of civil inmagration custody, shall not. on and
after the effective date of this section, renew or nodify such contract
to expand the maxi num nunber of contract beds to house or detain in a

|l ocked detention facility noncitizens for purposes of civil inmgration
cust ody.
(d) A nmunicipality shall not approve or sign a deed., instrunent, or

other docunent related to a use or transfer of land or property, or
issue a pernit for the building or reuse of existing buildings by any
private corporation, contractor, or vendor to house or detain nonciti-
zens for purposes of civil inmmgration proceedings unless such nunici-
pality has obtained leqgislative approval

3. (a) Aconmttee on inmmgration detention oversight is hereby estab-
lished for the purposes of ensuring increased oversight of existing
federal and private detention centers through reqular annual reviews of

existing detention facilities. Such commttee shall consist of six
nenbers. one nenber each appointed by the governor, the attorney gener-
al, the conptroller, the secretary of state, the tenporary president of

the senate, and the speaker of the assenbly.

(b) Such committee shall

(i) delegate authority, and where necessary, identify appropriate
agencies to deternmine a recurring series of regular annual reviews of
existing detention facilities;

(ii) allocate funding, subject to appropriation, to ensure tinmely and
reqgular review of detention facilities; and

(iii) ensure and safeqguard the treatnment of individuals detained with-
in inmmagration detention facilities in a nmanner that neets or exceeds
the federal national standards and other applicable |egal requirenents.

(c) Such conmttee shall issue an annual report to the governor., the
attorney general, the conptroller, the secretary of state, the tenporary
president of the senate, and the speaker of the assenbly with its find-
ings and a list of any and all determinations where an immgration
detention facility does not neet or exceed the federal national stand-
ards and other applicable |egal requirenents.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




