Assenbly Resol ution No. 624
BY: M of A Zinerman

COVMEMORATI NG the 50th Anniversary of The Billie
Holiday Theatre in the Brooklyn comunity of
Bedf or d- St uyvesant

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to honor and pay
tribute to those cultural institutions and or gani zati ons whose
commitment to pronoting the richness and diversity of the arts and
entertai nment world has <contributed to the strength, vitality, and
cultural enrichnment of their communities and the great State of New
Yor k; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 50th Anniversary of The Billie Holiday Theatre in
Bedf ord- St uyvesant, Brooklyn, in conjunction with the 50th Anniversary

of the "Lady Sings the Blues"; and

VWHEREAS, The 1972 Anerican biographical filmcel ebrates the essence
of Billie Holiday, one of Anerica' s nost |oved and nenorabl e bl ues
singers, and was captured brilliantly in a tour-de-force debut
performance by singer Diana Ross; filled with the greatest songs of the
I nconparable "Lady Day," the film received five Acadeny Awar d
nom nations, including D ana Ross for Best Actress; alongside her was an
extraordinary cast which included Billie Dee WIllianms and R chard Pryor;
and

VWHEREAS, The Billie Holiday Theatre, Inc. (BHT) was founded in 1972,
by the Bedford-Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation (Restoration), a
comunity devel opnent corporation whose mssion is to be a catalyst for
the progressive inprovement of the quality of life for its residents;
and

WHEREAS, For the |last five decades, The Billie Holiday Theatre has
served as a platformfor world class art rooted in racial justice in the
heart of Bedford, producing, presenting, and conm ssioning new and
classic works and festivals in theater, dance, nusic, visual arts, and
film and

VWHEREAS, This AUDELCO and Obi e Award-w nning Theatre al so provi des
artistic and i nstitutional resi denci es and of fers educat i onal
programm ng to people of all ages; and

VWHEREAS, In 1981, The Billie Holiday Theatre made history when it
transferred the hit play Inacent Black to Broadway with 50 percent of
the financing being derived fromthe Black community, a first in the
theatre world; and

WHEREAS, Many of today's nobst successful actors, witers, designers,
and nusicians got their start at The Billie Holiday Theatre, including
Samuel L. Jackson, Debbie Allen, Tichina Arnold, Bill Cobbs, Phyllis



Yvonne Stickney, Carol Wods, Elaine Gaham and Ebony JoAnn; and

VWHEREAS, The great political satirist/comc, Dick Gegory made his
theatrical conmeback after 20 vyears on the stage, and audi ences were
treated to the reunion of "Good Tines" stars Ral ph Carter and John Anos;
and

VWHEREAS, W/ liam " Snokey" Robinson's first nusical, Raisin' Hell and
plays by Samm Art WIlianms, Weldon Irvine, and John Henry Redwood were
produced at The Billie Holiday Theatre; and

WHEREAS, |In addition, nusicians Victor Wllis and Alex Briley net
and performed at the Theatre prior to formng The Village People, and
Grammy Award w nni ng bassi st and producer Marcus M| ler perforned in the
venue's pit band; and

VWHEREAS, Today, under the lum nous direction of Board Chair Wyne
W nbor ne and hi s fellow Directors, this extraordinary cultural
institution serves as a premer entertainnment center in New York City,
the hub of Bedford-Stuyvesant, and a true beacon for the arts which are
so vital to the community and the lives of its residents and visitors;
and

WHEREAS, A vibrant arts community encourages collaboration, instills
| ocal pride, draws people together, and is essential to a community's
vitality; since its inception, The Billie Holiday Theatre has greatly
contributed to the richness of New York's cultural palette and renains
steadfastly dedicated to ensuring this gemremains in all its glory for
decades to cone; and

WHEREAS, The arts are the building blocks of civilization; they are
central to human expression; they enlighten us and inspire the
I magi nati on; educational institutions, individuals, and organizations
whi ch further such worthy purposes richly nerit the recognition and
appreciation of this Legislative Body and the people of the State of New
York; and

WHEREAS, As The Billie Holiday Theatre | ooks back with great pride
to its beginnings, viewing, wth just satisfaction, its successful
evol ution, it renews both its dedication to supporting artistic
excellence, and its commtnent to the community it has served since
1972, expressing its appreciation to all those who have helped to
sustain and enhance it over the years; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 50th Anniversary of The Billie Holiday Theatre in the
Br ookl yn comuni ty of Bedford-Stuyvesant; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Wayne W nborne, Board Chair, The Billie Holiday Theatre.



