Assenbly Resol ution No. 315
BY: M of A Jones

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
May 2021, as Cystic Fibrosis Awareness Month in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
of fici al nmonths that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
illnesses that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim My 2021, as Cystic
Fi brosis Awareness Month in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, a donor-supported nonprofit
organi zation, is the world's leader in the search for a cure for cystic
fibrosis, having raised and i nvested hundreds of mllions of dollars to
hel p devel op drugs and therapies; and

WHEREAS, The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation is working to cure cystic
fibrosis and to provide all people struggling wth the disease the
opportunity to lead full, productive lives; and

WHEREAS, Cystic fibrosis, commonly referred to as "CF", is a genetic
di sease affecting approxi mately 31,000 children and adults in the United
States and nearly 70,000 children and adults worldw de, 1,644 of whom
live in New York; and

VWHEREAS, A defective gene causes the body to produce an abnornmally
thick, sticky mucus that clogs the lungs, and these secretions produce
life-threatening lung infections and obstruct the pancreas, preventing
di gestive enzynes from reaching the intestines to help break down and
absorb food; and

WHEREAS, More than 10 million Anmericans are synptom ess carriers of
t he defective CF gene; and

WHEREAS, The nedi an predicted age of survival for a person with CF,
born in 2019, is 48.4 years; and

VWHEREAS, Wth advances in the treatnent of CF, the nunmber of adults
with CF has steadily grown, and approxi mately 900 new cases of CF are
di agnosed each year; and

WHEREAS, 56% of the CF population is 18 years of age and ol der, and
people with CF have a variety of synptons attributed to the nore than
2,000 mutations of the CF gene; and

WHEREAS, |nfant bl ood screening to detect genetic defects is the
nost reliable and | east costly nmethod to identify persons |likely to have
CF; and



VWHEREAS, Early diagnosis of CF permts early treatnment and enhances
quality of life and longevity and the treatnent of CF depends on the
stage of the disease and the organs involved; and

WHEREAS, Cearing nucus fromthe lungs is an inportant part of the
daily CF treatnent reginen, and other types of treatnents include
i nhal ed anti biotics and pancreatic enzynmes, anong others; and

WHEREAS, There are 21 world-class treatnent centers in New York
whi ch specialize in the diagnosis of CF and the care of persons with CF;
and

WHEREAS, A critical conponent of treating patients with CF includes
access to innovative treatnents, which can play a crucial role in the
lives of patients with CF, and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness of
this serious disease, and nore nust be done to increase activity at the
| ocal, State and national |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonop to proclaimMy 2021, as Cystic
Fi brosis Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuono, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



