Assenbl y Resol ution No. 243
BY: M of A Gglio JM

MOURNI NG the death of Dr. Dennis R DePerro, 21st
President of St. Bonaventure University, beloved
famly man and di sti ngui shed educat or

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose |ifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of the comunity who,
through their commtnent and dedication, have served to inprove the
quality of higher education, and have had a measurabl e positive inpact
on the lives of countless students, faculty and staff, and alumi, as
wel | as the comunity-at-large; Dennis R DePerro was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, It is wth great sorrow and deep regret that this
Legi slative Body records the passing of Dennis R DePerro, noting the
significance of his purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

VWHEREAS, Dennis R DePerro of Syracuse, New York, died on Monday,
March 1, 2021, at the age of 62, due to conplications related to the
novel coronavirus; and

WHEREAS, Born on February 18, 1959, Dennis R DePerro was the son of
Jenni e and Peter DePerro; he graduated from Bi shop Tinmon Hi gh School in
Buffalo, New York, and went on to earn his bachelor's and master's
degrees at Canisius College before receiving a doctoral degree from the
Uni versity of Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, Prior to his appointnent at St. Bonaventure, Dr. Dennis R
DePerro served as vice president for enroll nment nmanagenent at Le Myne
College in Syracuse for 18 years before becom ng the inaugural dean of
t he School of Graduate and Professional Studies in 2013; he also served
as a professor of managenent in the Madden School of Business; finally,
he was sel ected as the 21st President of St. Bonaventure University in
| ate 2016, beginning his tenure there on June 1, 2017; and

VWHEREAS, The acconplishnents of Dennis R DePerro during his tenure
as President of St. Bonaventure are nunmerous and notable; under his able
| eader shi p, the new School of Health Professions was created as a result
of gifts received through the "A Bol der Bonaventure"” capital canpaign
new enrol |l ment and nmarketing strategies led to online graduate
enrol I ment growh, as well as the three |largest incomng freshnman
classes in the last 11 years; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, his presidential conm ssions exanm ned critical
i ssues on canpus and led to the hiring of a vice president for mssion
integration in 2019, and in 2020, the Presidential Comr ssion on
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion was reinstituted to inprove efforts



across canmpus; and

VWHEREAS, In further service to higher education, this inpressive man
served on nunerous advisory boards and associations, including the
Council of Independent Colleges and Universities, the College Board,
National Catholic College Adm ssion Association, New York State
Associ ation of College Adm ssion Counseling, and President's Council of
the Atlantic 10 Athletic Conference; and

WHEREAS, Dennis R DePerro's journey to becone President of St.
Bonaventure is an extraordinary story of a respectful individual from
hunbl e begi nnings; as a young nman, he dreamt of studying at the
uni versity but chose anot her school because of schol arship
opportunities; he remained faithful to his roots throughout hi s
illustrious career and nade his dreanms cone true, always dedicated to
famly, faith and nmaking the world a better place; and

WHEREAS, A man of many interests, Dennis R DePerro enbraced his
not her' s | ove of cooking and shared his <culinary skills when
entertaining friends and famly; he was a gifted pianist and organi st
who played at churches throughout Buffal o; he | oved spending time with
his fam |y, especially boating and travelling whenever possible, and
woul d make every effort to arrange one-day getaways, often in
conjunction with his duties for the university; and

WHEREAS, During a virtual nenorial mass, held on Saturday, April 17,
2021, students and alumi say Dr. Dennis R DePerro led with a big
heart, a soft touch and a clear vision for the university; this
know edgeabl e man al so had a firmgrasp and clear vision of what every
division at the university was and shoul d be doing; and

VWHEREAS, Father Dan Riley, OF. M, of the university's nountaintop
retreat house, recited in his homly regarding the beloved Dennis R
DePerro, "And | think the challenge nowis that we define the | egacy for
us: Have we done our work? Do we just go back to things prior to hinf? Do
we resunme what he did? Do we do what | think he would want us to do,
which I think he would Iong for us to do, because | think he was a
hunbl e man and he woul d say, keep going"; and

VWHEREAS, Dennis R DePerro is survived by his beloved wfe, Sherry;
two sons, Andrew and Matthew, two brothers, Peter and Richard; a sister,
Rose; and several nieces and nephews; as well as nunmerous friends and
col | eagues who will long cherish his nenory; and

WHEREAS, Arned wth a humanistic spirit and i nbued wth a sense of
conpassi on, Dennis R DePerro | eaves behind a Ilegacy which wll 1ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
he served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Dr. Dennis R DePerro, and to express its deepest
condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be



transmtted to the famly of Dr. Dennis R DePerro.



