Assenbly Resol ution No. 1072
BY: M of A Law er

RECOCGNI ZI NG the contributions of the Rockland
County Hol ocaust Museum and Center for Tol erance and
Education in working to End Jew Hate

VWHEREAS, | ndividuals and organizations devoted to inproving the
quality of life for others, enabling themto build lives of dignity and
self-worth are deserving of the highest praise and recognition; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to recognize the
contributions of the Rockland County Hol ocaust Museum and Center for
Tol erance and Education in working to End Jew Hate; and

WHEREAS, The Rockland County Holocaust Mseum and Center for
Tol erance and Education is an institution dedicated to educating all who
wsh to learn about the Holocaust, genocide, and grave human rights
violations in order to pronote understandi ng of causes and consequences,
t hereby enabling the foresight necessary to prevent simlar recurrences;
and

VWHEREAS, The idea of a pernanent Hol ocaust Miseum and Center for
Tol erance and Education originated with the Rockland County Hol ocaust
Comm ssi on, which was appointed by the County Legislature on My 15,
1979; and

WHEREAS, |In 1981, the Finkelstein Menorial Library granted space for
a honme to the newly forned Hol ocaust Museum and Study Center in Spring
Val | ey, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Since its inception, the nuseum has been an inportant
cultural and educational center for the region; as the comunity
continued to grow and educational needs changed, the organization
adopted a new nane: the Hol ocaust Museum and Center for Tol erance and
Educati on; and

WHEREAS, During this tinme, nuseum stakeholders identified an
increasing need for Hol ocaust, Genocide, and Human Ri ghts educati on on
t he canpus of Rockland Community Coll ege (RCC); subsequently, in 2015
the nmuseum closed its doors in Spring Valley and noved to the RCC canpus
in Suffern, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Renmaining true to its mssion, the Rockland County
Hol ocaust Museum and Center for Tolerance and Education educates,
through the lens of the Hol ocaust, about the dangers of intolerance, to
i nvoke critical thinking, and to inspire noral courage in the face of
i njustice; and

VHEREAS, Furt her nore, this vital institution facilitates an
under st andi ng of the universal nature of human dignity and the critical
I nportance to respect and defend it; and



VWHEREAS, Working collaboratively with individuals and organi zations
who share its commtnent to justice for all people, the Rockland County
Hol ocaust Museum and Center for Tolerance and Education serves and

builds its community through quality educational progranm ng and
comenor ati on events; and

WHEREAS, The Rockland County Holocaust Miseum and Center for
Tol erance and Education also confronts acts of ignorance, hatred, and
injustice by serving as a nodel of conmmunity engagenent directed by
i nformed, rational understanding; and

VWHEREAS, The Hol ocaust Museum and Center for Tol erance and Education
is proud to be a part of the EndJewHatred novenent, a grassroots civil
rights novenent engaged in peaceful direct action to end Jew hatred in
this generation; and

VWHEREAS, In an effort to advance the goals of the novenent, the

nmuseum set up an End Jew Hatred Task Force which will focus on educating
about the endemc nature of Jew hatred and how t he Hol ocaust is stil
relevant today, as well as wunpacking the inherited trauma Jews

experience while teaching them how to shed the fears of the past and
enbrace a nore confident future without Jew hatred; and

VWHEREAS, The conbi nation of decentralizing comuni cations technol ogy
and rising civil rights activism have created a unique opportunity for
Jews to advocate for full liberation frombigotry and oppression; and

VWHEREAS, We | earn in the aftermath of the Holocaust that
I ndi fference to genocide cannot be tolerated; Holocaust renenbrance
| nposes a noral obligation to speak out; and

VWHEREAS, The People of the State of New York should remain eternally
vigilant against all tyranny and recognize that bigotry provides a
breedi ng ground for tyranny to flourish; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body representing the people of the State
of New York is proud to recognize the vital work of the Rockland County
Hol ocaust Museum and Center for Tol erance and Education in working to
End Jew Hate, and its many years of steadfast and unwavering conm t nent
to the victims of the Holocaust, their famlies and the Jew sh
comunity-at-large; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recogni ze the contributions of the Rockland County Hol ocaust Museum and
Center for Tol erance and Education in working to End Jew Hate; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Rockland County Holocaust Miseum and Center for
Tol erance and Educati on.



