Senate Resolution No. 972
BY: Senator Rl VERA

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
Cct ober 2021, as Sudden Infant Death Syndrone
Awar eness Month in the State of New York

WHEREAS, WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to
recogni ze official nonths that are set aside to increase awareness of
serious health conditions that affect the lives of citizens of New York
State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to procl ai m Cctober 2021, as Sudden
Infant Death Syndrome Awareness Mnth in the State of New York, in
conjunction with the observance of National Sudden |Infant Death Syndrone
Awar eness Mont h; and

VWHEREAS, Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) is defined as the
sudden, unexpl ai ned death of an infant younger than one year of age that
remai ns unexpl ai ned after a thorough investigation; and

WHEREAS, SIDS is the |eading cause of death in infants between one
nonth and one year of age; each year, about 4,000 infants die
unexpectedly during sleep tinme, fromSIDS, accidental suffocation, or
ot her unknown causes; and

VWHEREAS, About 7.5% of infant deaths in New York State are referred
to as sudden wunexpected infant deaths (SU D) and are attributed to
ei ther unsafe sleep practices or, because no cause can be identified,
| abel ed as SIDS; and

WHEREAS, SIDS is sonetines called "crib death”" because it is
associated wwth the tinme frame when the baby is sleeping; cribs
t henmsel ves do not cause SIDS, but the baby's sleep environnment can
i nfluence sl eep-rel ated causes of death; and

WHEREAS, Researchers suspect nultiple conditions may lead to SIDS
many scientists believe that babies who die of SIDS are born with one or
nore conditions that cause unexpected responses to the internal and
external stressors conmmon during an infant's |life; and

WHEREAS, |f caregivers can renove one or nore outside stressors, by
creating a safe sleeping environnment, they can reduce the risk of SIDS
in order to create a safe sleeping environnment, caregivers should
renenber the ABC s of Safe Sleep - baby's should sleep Alone, on their
Back, in a safe Crib; and

VWHEREAS, The Safe to Sleep program created by the CDC and NIH al so
recomends that no blankets, pillows or toys should be placed in the
crib, and that the baby sleep in the sane room where parents sleep, but
never in the same bed; and



VWHEREAS, Wile the prevalence of SIDS in the United States has
decreased by 50% over the last 20 years, SIDS remains the | eading cause

of death for U S. infants one nonth to one year of age in the United
States; and

VWHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater awareness of this
serious health condition, and nore nust be done to increase activity at
the local, State and National |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to procl aim Cctober 2021, as Sudden
I nfant Death Syndrone Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuono, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



