Senate Resolution No. 971
BY: Senator Rl VERA

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
Novenmber 2021, as Alzheiner's Disease Awareness
Month in the State of New York, in conjunction wth
t he observance of National Fam |y Caregiver Mnth

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official nonths dedicated to raising awareness of serious diseases
i npacting the lives of citizens of New York State; and

WHEREAS, Al zheinmer's disease, the sixth |eading cause of death in
the United States, is a type of denentia that results in issues wth
menory, thinking, behavior, and other cognitive function; and

VWHEREAS, Wiile the synptons of Alzheiner's develop slowy, they
worsen over tinme and their severity cones to hinder an individual's
ability to carry out daily tasks; and

WHEREAS, It is inportant to note that Al zheiner's is not solely a
di sease of old age, as approxi mately 200,000 Anericans under the age of
65 have younger-onset Al zheiner's di sease; and

VWHEREAS, At present, roughly 5.8 mllion Arericans are living with
Al zhei ner's di sease, and the Al zheiner's Association predicts that this
nunber will rise to roughly 14 mllion by 2050; and

VWHEREAS, In 2015, 3,174 New Yorkers died from Al zhei ner' s di sease;
and

VWHEREAS, It is estimated that 400,000 New Yorkers are currently
living with Alzheiner's disease; the New York State Coalition of the
Al zhei nmer's Association projects that by 2025, this nunber will increase
to 460,000 New Yorkers aged 65 and ol der (a 15% i ncrease); and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Coalition of the Al zheiner's Association
estimates that there are 1,028,000 Alzheinmer's and denentia unpaid
caregivers in New York State, and that in 2017, they provided 1.2
billion hours of care valued at $14.8 billion; in 2017, unpaid denentia
caregivers thenselves had $881 nmillion in higher health care costs than
non- car egi vers; and

VWHEREAS, It was estimated that in 2018, Alzheinmer's cost Medicaid
nore than $4.834 billion in New York State, and that Al zheinmer's and
ot her denentias will cost the United States $277 billion; by 2050, these
costs could rise as high as $1.1 trillion in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Early and accurate diagnosis is crucial to inproving both
health outconmes and cost savings, as early diagnosis not only hel ps
I ndi vidual s avoid or correct <contributing nedical problens, initiate
avai l able therapy, organize current and future care, and enhance
self-determ nation, but also, could result in savings of wup to $7.9



trillion in nedical and care costs in the nation; and

VWHEREAS, In 2003, National Menory Screening Day was established by
the Al zheiner's Foundation of Anmerica (AFA) as a collaborative effort
with 1local organizations and health care professionals across the
country to pronote awareness, early detection, and early diagnosis of
menory inpairnent, so that individuals can obtain proper nedical
treatnment, social services and other resources related to their
condi tion; and

WHEREAS, Since the denmand and need for screenings exists year-round,
AFA expanded the program by creating the Community Menory Screening and
Awar eness- Rai si ng Education (C. A RE. S.) program to encourage | ocal
sites nationwide to host a nenory screening event nultiple tines
t hroughout the year; and

VWHEREAS, Menory screenings are a safe and cost-effective
intervention to direct at-risk individuals to appropriate clinical
resources, thus reducing the costs of long-termcare or hospitalization
resul ting from undi agnosed conplications; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonb to proclaim Novenber 2021, as
Al zheiner's Disease Awareness Mnth in the State of New York, in
conjunction with the observance of National Caregiver Mnth, and to
encourage all New Yorkers to nmke an effort to |earn nore about
Al zhei nmer' s di sease and the ways in which they can delay or nanage its
occurrence; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, CGovernor of the State of
New York; the New York City Chapter of the Al zheiner's Association; and
the Al zheinmer's Foundation of Anerica.



