Senate Resolution No. 970
BY: Senator Rl VERA

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
Novenber 2021, as Epilepsy Awareness Month in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official nonths dedicated to raising awareness of serious conditions
i npacting the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonb to proclaim Novenber 2021, as
Epil epsy Awareness Month in the State of New York, in conjunction with
t he observance of National Epil epsy Awareness Month; and

WHEREAS, Epilepsy is a neurological disorder characterized by
seizures that consist of sudden and synchroni zed bursts of electrical
energy that disrupt the brain's normal electrical pattern; it is a
spectrum condition wth a wide range of seizure types and control that
varies from person to person; and

WHEREAS, These seizures may inpact consciousness, novenent or
sensation, and create long-termeffects on the |ifestyles of individuals
wi th epilepsy; and

VWHEREAS, Approximately one-third of epilepsy patients |ive with
uncontrol |l ed seizures due to a lack of suitable clinically available
treatnment; and

WHEREAS, The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estinates
that epilepsy inpacts roughly 3.4 mllion Americans and 50 mllion
people worldwide; 1 in 26 people will devel op epil epsy and approxinmately
50, 000 people will die froman epil epsy-rel ated cause; and

VWHEREAS, Epilepsy affects nore people than nultiple sclerosis,
cerebral pal sy, nuscul ar dystrophy and Parkinson's conbined; in the
United States, 200,000 new cases of epil epsy are diagnosed each year
and

VWHEREAS, Wil e anyone can devel op epil epsy at any age, sonme conmon
risk factors include babies who are born snmall for their age or with
abnornmal areas in the brain, babies who have seizures in the first nonth
of their life, and people with serious brain injury or |lack of oxygen to
the brain, brain tunors, infections of the brain, cerebral palsy, famly
hi story of seizures, Al zheiner's disease (late in the illness), Autism
spectrum disorder, use of <cocaine, or strokes resulting fromthe
bl ockage of arteries; and

WHEREAS, In the United States, epilepsy affects approximtely
470,000 children 17 years or younger, and approximately 3 mllion adults
age 18 and up have epil epsy; and



WHEREAS, More than 570,000 adults age 65 and older have the
condition, as the nunber of epilepsy cases in the elderly is increasing
wi th the baby boom generation reaching retirenent age; and

VWHEREAS, It costs the United States approximately $15.5 billion each
year in caring for and treating epil epsy; and

WHEREAS, Wil e nedications and other treatnents hel p nany peopl e of
all ages who live with epilepsy, nore than a mllion people continue to
have seizures that can severely |imt their school achievenents,
enpl oyment prospects and participation in all of |ife's experiences; and

VWHEREAS, Even with the roughly 150,000 new cases of epilepsy in the
United States each year, epilepsy continues to be one of |east
under st ood maj or chronic nedical conditions; thus, it is the hope that a
nont h of awareness in New York State and beyond will rmake for greater
public awareness and increase the activity at the local, state and
nati onal |evel; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmenorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonb to proclaimNovenber 2021, as
Epi | epsy Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the State of
New York; and the Epil epsy Foundati on.



