Senat e Resolution No. 854
BY: Senat or SERRANO

MOURNI NG the death of former Assenbl ynenber and
Bronx Deputy Borough President Aurelia G eene,
renowned public servant and devoted nenber of her
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those individuals of outstanding purpose whose |ives were
comrmitted to public service and the pursuit of excellence in the conduct
of the legislative process in this noble Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Aurelia Greene of the Bronx, New York, died on Saturday,
May 8, 2021, at the age of 86; and

WHEREAS, Born in the Bronx, Aurelia G eene graduated fromthe forner
Central Comrercial H gh School 1in Manhattan; later, she attended
Li vi ngston Col |l ege at Rutgers University where she ngjored in Comunity
Devel opnent, and then entered politics; and

WHEREAS, 1In 1982, Aurelia Greene was first elected to the New York
State Assenbly to represent the 77th District, which includes the
communities of Hi ghbridge, darenont, East/Wst Concourse and Morris
Hei ghts; and

WHEREAS, For the next 27 years, Assenblynenber Aurelia G eene
applied her wurban planning skills and know edge of her conmunity to
negotiate and sponsor legislation bettering the South Br onx by
strengthening affordable housing and healthcare, quality education,
seni or and youth services and econom ¢ devel opnent; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout her tenure, this trail bl azi ng | egi sl at or
diligently worked to give lasting voice to the underrepresented; upon
joining the Assenbly, Aurelia G eene becane a founding nenber of the New
York State Association of Black and Puerto Rican Legislators, 1Inc., as
well as The W nen's Caucus, and went on to becone the first woman to
chair the Banking Conmittee; in 2006, she was elevated to serve as the
first African Anerican Speaker Pro Tenpore of the New York State
Assenbl y; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1994, Assenbl ynenber Aurelia G eene was awarded a gold
hel met by the New York State Head Injury Association for her |egislation
i nproving bicycle safety; she authored the |I|andnmark Motor Vehicle
Leasi ng Act, sponsored the Interstate Bank Branching & ATM Safety Act of
1996, and was instrunental in driving legislation to prohibit predatory
| ending practices and protect consunmers agai nst abuses in the subprine
| endi ng mar ket, which becane |aw in 2002; and

WHEREAS, Following her historic time in the New York State
Legislature, and after becomng the |ongest serving Menber of the
Assenbly in Bronx County and ascending to the Chair of the State
Assenbly's Bronx Delegation, Aurelia Geene assuned the role of Deputy



Bronx Borough President in 2009; in this capacity, she continued to
apply her expertise and conpassion as a stabilizing force in the

betternment of the Bronx through her retirement from public service in
2017; and

VWHEREAS, |In 2018, Aurelia G eene was honored with a Key to the Bronx
mar ki ng her 50 years of outstanding public service to her community; and

WHEREAS, Aurelia Geene's commitnent to community carried well
beyond her professional role; a woman of faith, she was a |eader at
Bronx Christian Charismatic Prayer Fell owshi p where she managed church
fi nances, taught Sunday school, organized events and mnistered to
pari shi oners; and

WHEREAS, Aurelia Geene also taught at Antioch Coll ege and | ectured
at nunerous universities and colleges in the New York City area; and

WHEREAS, Predeceased by her husband, Reverend Jeronme A G eene,
Aurelia Geene is survived by one daughter, Rhonda; one son, Russell;
five grandchildren, and one great-grandchild, as well as nunerous ot her
famly nenbers, friends and fornmer constituents who will |ong cherish
her nmenory; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout her incredible life and through her numerous
good deeds, Aurelia Geene has nade a positive inpact and touched the
lives of many; she nentored many forner students, interns and fellow
elected officials, and served as a role nodel for others to followin
her footsteps; and

WHEREAS, A true icon and pioneer in Bronx politics, Aurelia Geene
will forever be renmenbered as a commtted, conpassionate, caring,
consi stent, dedicated and trusted public servant; she always stayed the
course, fought the good fight and always renmained true to the peopl e of
t he Bronx; and

VWHEREAS, Aurelia Geene's legacy will live onin all of those who
were inspired by her achievenents and her commtnent to serving our
comunities; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of former Assenblynenber and Bronx Deputy Borough
Presi dent Aurelia G eene, renowned public servant and devoted nenber of
her community, and to express its deepest condol ences to her famly; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Aurelia G eene.



