Senate Resolution No. 785
BY: Senator TEDI SCO

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
Sept enber 17, 2021, as Constitution Day and
Citizenship Day in the State of New York, in
conj unction W th t he observance of Nati onal
Constitution Day and Citizenship Day

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
understand Anerican history and Anerica's First Principles which are the
bedrock val ues that fornmed the basis of the American Experinent; and

WHEREAS, Each year, on Septenber 17th, the Anerican conmunity
cel ebrates Constitution Day and Citizenship Day on the anniversary of
the Founding Fathers signing of the U S. Constitution, on Septenber 17,
1787; and

WHEREAS, The events that led to the signing of The Constitution of
the United States of Anerica by the delegates of the Constitutional
Convention on Septenber 17, 1787, have significance for every Anerican
and are honored in public schools across the nation on Septenber 17th of
each year as Constitution Day; and

WHEREAS, Loui se Leigh founded "Constitution Day, Inc." in 1997 -- a
nonprofit organi zation to recognize the inportance of the Constitution,
and in 2004, her efforts led to Constitution Day becom ng an offici al
hol i day on Septenber 17th; and

VWHEREAS, The origin of Ctizenship Day dates to 1940 when "I am an
Anerican Day" was celebrated on the third Sunday in May; then in 1952,
Congress noved the date to Septenber 17th and renaned it "Citizenship
Day" until 2004, when the official nanme changed to "Constitution Day and
Citizenship Day"; and

VWHEREAS, Each vyear, United States Citizenship and Inmgration
Services (USCIS) celebrates this occasion wth special naturalization
cerenonies across the country welcom ng hundreds of thousands of new
citizens fromall over the world; and

VWHEREAS, |In wave after wave through the centuries, people fromevery
corner of the globe have cone to the shores of Anerica seeking life,
liberty, the pursuit of happiness, and a better life for thensel ves and
their famlies; and

WHEREAS, New York State consistently ranks second in the |argest
nunber of per sons naturalized by state of residence annually,
representing nore than 12% of the National total accordi ng to
statistical data fromUSC'S; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body joins the sentinment of those original
framers, and wi shes to denonstrate its continued conmtnent to the U S
Constitution, and extends a warm welcone to people around the world



seeking to becone Naturalized United States citizens; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to procl ai m Septenber 17, 2021, as
Constitution Day and Citizenship Day in the State of New York, in
conjunction with the observance of National Constitution Day and
Citizenship Day; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonob, CGovernor of the State of
New Yor k.



