Senate Resolution No. 784
BY: Senator TEDI SCO

COMVEMORATI NG the 100t h Anniversary of The Hedges
on Bl ue Muntain Lake, an Adirondack rustic resort

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that the quality
of life of the citizens of the State of New York is greatly enriched by
the availability of exceptional recreational facilities; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
l ong- standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 100t h Anniversary of The Hedges on Blue Muntain Lake,
an Adirondack rustic resort; and

VWHEREAS, The Hedges on Blue Muntain Lake opened its doors to the
first guests on May 28, 1921; and

WHEREAS, In 1920, Richard and Margaret Collins had purchased the
G eat Canp of H ram B. Duryea; and

WHEREAS, In 1880, retired Gvil War hero Brigadier General Duryea
had acquired the land to escape fromcity life; and

VWHEREAS, Brigadi er General Duryea constructed a cluster of buildings
i ncluding the Main Lodge, the Stone Lodge, a horse barn and carriage
house, and fromthat beginning, the Collins fam |y added the D ning Room
Lodge and nunerous other buildings to create what is today a bel oved
rustic resort; and

VWHEREAS, Upon Richard's death in 1943, Richard and Margaret's son
John, Sr., becane the General Manager, and The Hedges on Bl ue Muntain
Lake continued to grow in popularity, with famlies returning year after
year; and

WHEREAS, |In 1973, The Hedges on Blue Muntain Lake was sold to
Ri chard and Cat herine Van Yperen who nmintained its charm and beauty for
the next 27 years with the participation of many famly nmenbers; and

VWHEREAS, In 2000, when the Van Yperens wi shed to retire, they sold
The Hedges on Blue Mouuntain Lake to Pat and Rip Benton; two years |ater,
after Rip died, Pat took on the nmanagenent al one; and

WHEREAS, Pat Benton advocated that the site and buildings of The
Hedges on Blue Muntain Lake be placed on the National Register of
Hi storic Places; and

VWHEREAS, In 2018, a coalition of |oyal guests purchased The Hedges
on Blue Muntain Lake so Pat could retire and in 2019, Jam e Thonmas
becane the General Manager; and

VWHEREAS, The Hedges on Bl ue Myuntain Lake has continuously wel coned
guests and operated as a successful business benefiting the regional



econony for 100 years; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2020, an historic marker was installed on Hedges Road
recognizing the origin of the Duryea Canp in 1880, and the Collins
fam |y opening The Hedges on Blue Muntain Lake for guests in 1921; and

VWHEREAS, In comenoration of the 100th Anniversary in 2021, a book
about its history: "The Hedges: The Story of Twelve Precious Acres on
Bl ue Mountai n Lake" has been published; and

WHEREAS, The Centennial season wll begin on June 9, 2021, with
appropriate safety practices and with on-site celebratory activities for
guests and staff; and

WHEREAS, It is wth great pleasure that this Legislative Body
acknowl edges the success of The Hedges on Blue Muntain Lake and
recogni zes its contributions to the local and State economes, fully
confident that it will continue to enjoy the sparkling successes it has
experienced thus far; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 100th Anniversary of The Hedges on Bl ue Muntain Lake,
an Adirondack rustic resort; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Jame Thomas, GCeneral Manager, The Hedges on Blue
Mount ai n Lake.



