Senate Resolution No. 761
BY: Senator RATH

CONGRATULATI NG Joan Fi shburn upon the occasi on of
her designation as recipient of the "Unsung Hero"
SPARK Award by Arts Services Inc.

WHEREAS, The arts, in whatever formdepicted, are central to human
expression; they are truly a universal |anguage and their contribution
to the developnment of friendship and understandi ng anong all peopl es
cannot be underestinated; and

VWHEREAS, Joan Fi shburn has given not only of her time and energies
but al so of her conpetence, intelligence and | eadership and consequently
has been designated for special honor; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to congratul ate Joan
Fi shburn upon the occasion of her designation as recipient of the
"Unsung Hero" SPARK Award by Arts Services Inc. to be celebrated on
Wednesday, May 26, 2021; and

WHEREAS, Since 2014, Arts Services Inc. has presented its Annual
SPARK Awards to honor outstanding individuals and organizations from
across Western New York for their dedication, talent and inpact on the
arts and cultural sector; and

WHEREAS, This year's esteenmed "Unsung Hero" SPARK Award, which
honors an unpai d indi vidual who has made a significant inpact on an arts
organi zation, artistic discipline or the entire sector through their
vol unteer service, will be presented to Joan Fishburn for her many years
of dedication to the Amherst Synphony O chestra; and

VWHEREAS, Oiginally from Philadel phia, Joan Fi shburn began pl aying
violin in third grade; in high school she added the tronbone to her
musical life; her passion for nusic is truly inpressive and foll ow ng
graduation, she went on to Pennsylvania State University to pursue a
degree in nusic education; and

VWHEREAS, |n 1959, Joan Fi shburn noved to Buffalo with her famly and
i mMedi ately joined the all-volunteer Amherst Synphony Orchestra (ASO);
there she nade several connections and found opportunities for service,
creativity, relationships, and personal growth; and

WHEREAS, Wiile still playing with the ASO, Joan Fi shburn served as
President of both its Whnen' s/ Friends Conmmittee and the Anmherst Synphony
Associ ation's board; under her able |eadership, nany programs were
initiated and expanded; additionally, she was instrunmental in scheduling
ASO nenbers into area schools for educational presentations and for
providing transportation and seating for residents of retirenment hones
to attend all ASO concerts; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, through these relationships, Joan Fi shburn was
able to bring hundreds of young people to participate in ASO concerts



and be featured in pre-concert productions; and

VWHEREAS, Joan Fishburn helped the ASO nake meani ngf ul and
| ong-l asting acquai ntances with the county, town, and village | eaders to
enhance and inprove their community; she was invited to be part of the
G en Park Commttee, where she served for 25 years, and she devel oped
and nmaintained consistent relationships wth |local corporations to
secure concert sponsorships; and

WHEREAS, This talented instrunentalist also devel oped and prepared
the ASO s <concert prograns for nore than three decades all while
continuously playing in the orchestra; her 60 plus-year tenure with the
ASO has created i nnunerabl e nenories and friendshi ps, and has truly nade
a lasting and inpactful inpression on the community; and

WHEREAS, Joan Fishburn has been the proud recipient of numerous
awar ds and accol ades, including the Behind the Scenes Individual Award
fromthe Town of Amherst in 2016; and

WHEREAS, During the past tw decades, Joan Fishburn studied the
effect of nusic, participation and listening on the brain; so nuch has
been learned in recent years of the inportance of mnusic on our health,
i ndividual ly and collectively; this information has only added to Joan's
passi on concerning the inportance of nusic for all; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by an
I ndi vidual for the benefit of others which Joan Fi shburn has displ ayed
t hroughout her life; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
I ndi viduals of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be celebrated and recognized by all the «citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Joan Fi shburn upon the occasion of her designation as
reci pient of the "Unsung Hero" SPARK Award; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Joan Fishburn.



