Senate Resolution No. 752
BY: Senator Rl VERA

COMVEMORATI NG the 75th Anniversary of the United
Spi nal Associ ation

WHEREAS, It is the intent of this Legislative Body to recognize that
the quality of life in the cormunities across this great State of New
York is enriched by the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
organi zati ons of distinction whose singular purpose is the care and
wel fare of others; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 75th Anniversary of the United Spinal Association; and

WHEREAS, Located in the Cty of New York, the United Spinal
Association is a |eading national advocacy organization and service
provi der for people wth spinal <cord injuries and neurol ogical
di sorders, their loved ones, care providers, and personal support
net wor ks; and

WHEREAS, The United Spinal Association was founded in 1946, by a
group of returning servicenen and wonen fromWrld War [1, to address
t he needs of paral yzed veterans; and

WHEREAS, In 1948, nenbers of this organization advocated for and
secured the first accessible housing bill in the United States, Public
Law 80-702, which provided federal funds for the building of accessible
hones for paral yzed veterans; and

VWHEREAS, Two decades |ater, nenbers diligently worked to pass the
Archi tectural Barriers Act , whi ch guar ant ees equal access to
federal | y-funded buildings and facilities for wheelchair users and al
Anericans with disabilities; and

VWHEREAS, In 1970, Janmes J. Peters, who would later |ead United
Spi nal Associ ati on, exposed the deplorable conditions paral yzed Vietnam
War veterans faced at the Bronx Veterans Administration Hospital with an
article in LIFE mgazine, leading the Veterans Admnistration to
establish a national spinal cord injury service office to address the
needs of paralyzed veterans and the renovation of the Bronx hospital,
whi ch was | ater nanmed for him and

VWHEREAS, In 1985, New York City settled a lawsuit initiated by
United Spinal Association, agreeing to nmake all city buses, key subway
stations and commuter rail stations, and all new transit stations
accessi bl e to wheel chair users, and established a paratransit systemfor
people wunable to wuse mass transit, |leading to a nodel which would be
I ncorporated as part of the transportation provisions of the |andmark
Americans with Disabilities Act; and

WHEREAS, Regardless of a person's |level of abilities, the United



Spi nal Associ ation seeks to build an inclusive world which renoves
barriers, particularly for wheelchair users, which enbraces the talents
of all people with disabilities to achieve their full potential and

provides people wth disabilities equal opportunities to pursue their
I nterests and dreans; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout the last 75 years, the United Spinal Association
has supported nore than two mllion Anericans living with spinal cord
injuries or neurol ogical disorders through proven prograns and services,
nurturing innovative self-reliance, advocacy and | eadership; enpowering
its nenbers, their |oved ones, care providers and stakeholders wth
resources, one-on-one  assistance, and peer support; pronoti ng
I ndependence t hr ough enpl oynment opportunities and inclusion into
mai nstream society; and advocating for greater disability rights,
including access to healthcare, rehabilitation, nobility equipnent,
transportation, comunity services and the built environnment; and

VWHEREAS, Through the | egacy of Janes J. Peters, who once described
t he strai ghtforward strategy in advocating for Americans wth
disabilities as sinply refusing to accept no for an answer, is alive and
wel I throughout the entire United Spinal Association; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
associ ations of such noble ains and acconplishnments are brought to our
attention, they should be celebrated and recogni zed by all the «citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comenorate the 75th Anniversary of the United Spinal Association; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the United Spinal Association.



