Senate Resolution No. 738
BY: Senator RYAN

MOURNI NG t he death of Madeline Davis, trail bl azing
gay and |esbhian activist, historian, distinguished
citizen and devoted nmenber of her conmunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose I|ifewrk and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their communities and this
great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Madel i ne Davis of Anmherst, New York, died on Wadnesday,
April 28, 2021, at the age of 80; and

VWHEREAS, Madeline Davis, known as a | esbian | egend, was a | ongtine
activist for gay rights; she blazed a trail for the wunderstanding and
acceptance of the LGTQ comrunity as a teacher, stage perforner, author
and historian; and

VWHEREAS, She was a founding nenber and president of the first gay
|'i beration organization in Western New York, the Mttachi ne Society of
the N agara Frontier; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1971, she delivered a speech at the first gay march on
Al bany; and

VWHEREAS, Madel ine Davis taught the first course on |l esbianismin the
nation at the University at Buffalo; she was al so a foundi ng nenber of
Hag Theater, the first all-lesbian theater conpany in the United States;
she also acted in several of its productions; and

VWHEREAS, Madeline Davis and University at Buffalo professor Dr.
Eli zabeth L. Kennedy researched and authored a | andnmark account of the
lives of gay working wonen in Buffalo, "Boots of Leather, Slippers of
Gol d: The History of a Lesbian Conmunity"; and

VWHEREAS, Published in 1994, "Boots of Leather, Slippers of Gold: The
Hi story of a Lesbian Conmunity" received the Lanbda Literary Award, the
Rut h Benedi ct Award for urban anthropol ogy and the Jessie Bernard Award
fromthe Anerican Sociol ogi cal Association; and

WHEREAS, Her research becane the foundation for what has becone the
Dr. Madeline Davis L@TQ Archive of Western New York at SUNY Buffalo
State and she served as its director; and

WHEREAS, Born on July 7, 1940, in Buffal o, New York, Madeline D.
Davis was the ol dest of three children and grew up the East Side; her
father was an assenbly line worker for Ford and her nother, a honenaker,
had gone to nursing school; and

WHEREAS, She was a 1958 graduate of Bennett H gh School, where she
was an honor student and worked all four vyears on the yearbook



committee; and

WHEREAS, Wen she was a student at Bennett, she was hired to put
books away in the North Jefferson Branch Library, a job she |oved; she
was thrilled to be able to hold the potential for learning in her hands;
and

WHEREAS, Wiile she was attended the University at Buffalo on a
schol arshi p, Madeline Davis worked as a page in the college's Lockwood
Li brary; and

WHEREAS, After earning a bachelor's degree in English and a nmaster's
degree in |library science, she began working for the Buffalo and Erie
County Public Library and becane its chief conservator, overseeing the
arrival and repair of tens of thousands of books and other materials;
she directed a departnent of approxinately 30 people; and

VWHEREAS, During college, Madeline Davis adopted a beatnik style and
began folk singing; she performed in coffeehouses in Buffalo, New York
City, Toronto, Seattle and San Francisco.; she went on to be the |ead
singer in a jazz-rock group, the New Chicago Lunch, and | ater forned the
Madel i ne Davis G oup; and

VWHEREAS, She becane aware of her attraction to women in the 1960s,
but the first tine she got married, it was to a man; he was tolerant of
her sexuality, but the coupe broke up for other reasons; and

WHEREAS, When Madeline Davis married again in 1995, her partner
Wendy Smley, was a tel ephone conpany telecomunications technician,;
al t hough the weddi ng was beautiful, sanme sex marriage was not yet | egal
in New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Madel i ne and Wendy repeated their vows four nore tines, in
a pagan cerenony in Cherry Creek, in a civil cerenony in Vernont in
1997, in a cerenony legal in Canada at Two Hearts Wedding Chapel in
Ni agara Falls, Ontario, in 2006, and finally back in Tenple Beth Zion in
2011, after New York approved sane-sex narriages; and

VWHEREAS, Madeline Davis began concentrated research into |oca
| esbian history in 1978 when she taught a course at the University at
Buffalo with Dr. Kennedy while she was working on a second nmaster's
degree in Anerican studies; that led to the founding of the Buffalo
Wnmen's Oal Hstory Project and a 14-year-long effort collecting and
conpiling interviews with 45 ol der |esbians; and

WHEREAS, In 2013, the Buffalo Hi story Miseum presented Madeline
Davis with its Omen Augspurger Award for her work in preserving Erie
County heritage; and

WHEREAS, At the tinme of her death, Madeline Davis was collecting
oral histories of the elders in Buffalo's LGTQ community, acconpani ed
by photos by Keith Generek; and

VWHEREAS, She al so wote nunerous articles on sexuality and wonen's
history, along with short stories and poetry; and



VWHEREAS, Her work as a political activist continued wth the
Mat t achi ne Society in the 1970s, when she invited political candidates
to discuss gay issues for the first tinme and challenged the Buffalo
police over entrapnent and raids on gay bars; and

VWHEREAS, WMadeline Davis organized a Pride workshop in 1973, which
evol ved into PFLAG (Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays), assisting
t hose who support LGBT people; nore recently, she was Vice President for
comunity |iaison for Stonewall Denocrats; and

WHEREAS, |In 1971, she recorded the nation's first gay anthem
"Stonewal | Nation" and conposed 45 songs, nost with gay or |esbian
t hemes; for many years, she organized benefit concerts for the gay
comunity and performed at them and

VWHEREAS, In 1994, she co-founded the Black Triangle W nen's
Per cussi on Ensenble and | ater performed with another percussion group,
Drawi ng Down t he Moon; and

VWHEREAS, As a nenber of Buffalo United Artists, she was nom nat ed
for an Artie Award in 1993 for her role in a one-wonan drama, " Cookin'
with Typhoid Mary"; she also received the David DeMarie Entertai ner of
the Year Award in 1988; and

VWHEREAS, WMadeline Davis becane a Rei ki master, practicing hands-on
healing, specializing in animals; she and her wfe did rescue work for
Keeshond dogs; and

VWHEREAS, She was the subject of a 2009 docunmentary film "Sw nm ng
with Lesbhians,” and was inducted into The Advocate magazine's Hall of
Fane in 2012; this sane year, she served as Gand Marshal of Buffalo's
annual Pride Parade; and

VWHEREAS, Madeline Davis noved fromBuffalo to Kennore in 1990 to
care for her ailing nother and had been an Amherst resident since 2006;
she enjoyed gardening and quilting; and

WHEREAS, In addition to her wife, Madeline Davis is survived by her
sister, Sheila E. Davis; she will be deeply mssed and truly nerits the
tribute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, Arned wth a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Madeline Davis | eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong endure
t he passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nenory to all she
served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of Mdeline Davis, and to express its deepest
condol ences to her famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Madeline Davis.






