Senate Resolution No. 725
BY: Senator REI CHLI N- MELNI CK

MOURNI NG the death of The Reverend Richard Deats,
i nternationally known peacenmaker, religious |eader
and devoted nenber of his community

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to bring ful
recognition and just tribute to those nen and wonen of religious
comm tment who accept the responsibility of noral |eadership and render
t he wi sdom of human under st andi ng; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is noved to nourn the death of The
Reverend Richard Deats of Nyack, New York, who died on Wednesday, Apri
7, 2021, at the age of 89; and

VWHEREAS, Born on February 8, 1932, in Big Spring, Texas, Reverend
Richard Deats attended McMurry College in Abilene, Texas, in the early
1950s, where he becane active in the Methodi st Student Mvenent; and

WHEREAS, Inspired by Miuriel Lester of Fellowship of Reconciliation
(FOR), Reverend Richard Deats becane involved in FOR-USA, an interfaith
peace fellowship | eading the charge on the nost pressing human and civil
rights issues; and

WHEREAS, After World War 11, Reverend Richard Deats volunteered to
work at a refugee canp in Germany, and during the Vietnam War, he
organi zed the Conmttee of Anmericans for Peace in Indochina and |ed
regul ar peace vigils outside the United States Enbassy in Manila; in
1967, Southern Methodi st University Press published his book about his
time in the Asian Theater, Nationalism and Christianity in the
Phi |'i ppi nes; and

WHEREAS, I n 1972, Reverend Richard Deats accepted a position at
FOR s national office in Upper Nyack, where he would |ive and work for
the rest of his life; throughout his tenure, he traveled the world
pronoting peace, nonviolence and reconciliation by witing articles,
gi ving speeches, and | eading innunmerable training sessions on active
nonvi ol ence as a net hodol ogy for grassroots novenents and soci al change;
and

VWHEREAS, Throughout this time, Reverend Richard Deats worked
al ongsi de notable civil rights |eaders such as Reverend Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., Coretta Scott King, Reverend JimLawson, Mhatm
Gandhi's heirs, Thich Nnat Hanh, various Buddhi st |eaders, and Reverend
Dani el Berrigan, as well as South Africa Archbi shop Desnond Tutu; and

WHEREAS, On Novenber 2, 1983, Reverend Richard Deats further
contributed to the cause of Arerica's freedom and his commtnment to
human dignity was visibly mrrored in the spiritual, econom c and
political dinensions of the civil rights novenent when he proudly joined
Coretta Scott King at the Wite House when President Reagan signed into
law the national holiday honoring her |ate husband, Dr. Martin Luther



King Jr.; and

VWHEREAS, While living in the Philippines during the early 1980s,
Reverend Ri chard Deats hel ped organi ze and present hundreds of workshops
on nonviolence attended by tens of thousands of people; he also |led 13
peace delegations to the Soviet Union to ease tensions and build
rel ations at the height of the Cold War; and

VWHEREAS, I n the 1990s, Reverend Richard Deats becane editor of FOR s
magazi ne, Fellowship, and published a series of books; he wote
bi ographi es of Gandhi and Hildegard Goss-Mayr, the Austrian peace
novenent |eader, as well as his collection, Stories of Courage, Hope,
and Conpassi on and his book of jokes, How to Keep Laughing - Even Though
You' ve Considered Al the Facts; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Richard Deats is survived by his wfe, Jan; two
sons, Mar k and Stephen; two daughters, Katherine and Lisa; 15
grandchi | dren; and ei ght great-grandchildren, all of whom wll [|ong
treasure his nenory; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Richard Deats' Ilife was truly devoted to the
preservation and enhancenent of human dignity; this i ndom t abl e
gentleman's finest |egacy of greater social justice for all was truly
reflected in his devotion to serve and respect others, and in his
steadfast love for all humanity; and

VWHEREAS, An apostle of peace, Reverend Richard Deats fought
unrelentingly for the civil rights of all Americans and people around
the globe, and taught us that through non-viol ence, courage displaces
fear, love transforns hate, acceptance dissipates prejudice and nutual
regard cancels ennmty; and

VWHEREAS, In appreciation of his life of comm tnent, dedication and
substantial contribution, it is the intent of this Legislative Body to
i nscribe upon its records this tribute to the nenory of Reverend Ri chard
Deats that future generations may know and appreciate his admrable
character, his many benevol ent deeds, and the respect and esteem in
whi ch he was held; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nourn the death of The Reverend Richard Deats, internationally known
peacemaker, religious | eader and devoted nenber of his conmmunity; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of The Reverend Richard Deats.



