Senate Resolution No. 718
BY: Senat or PERSAUD

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
May 2021, as MislimHi story Month in the State of
New Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body, in Kkeeping wth
its tinme-honored traditions, to recognize and pay tribute to those who
foster ethnic pride and enhance the profile of cultural diversity which
strengthens the fabric of the communities of New York State; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim May 2021, as Muslim History Mnth
in the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance of the
First International MuslimHi story Mnth; and

WHEREAS, International MuslimHi story Month was founded by Nazma
Khan in 2021, to dismantle |Islanophobia globally; this inspirational
woman al so established Wrld Hjab Day (WHD) in recognition of mllions
of Muslimwonen who choose to wear the hijab and live a |ife of nodesty,
and to foster religious tolerance and understanding by inviting wonen
(non-Hijabi Mislins/non-Miuslins) to experience the hijab for one day;
and

WHEREAS, International Mislim H story Mnth was established to
educate Muslins of New York and around the world of authentic Islamc
history, the events, the personalities, and the contributions which
changed society, in the hope all Miuslins can bridge their relationship
wi th their non-Mislim nei ghbors through education and understandi ng; and

WHEREAS, The history of the Muslimfaith is full of wonder, built
upon the shoul ders of giants whose courage did not waver at the thought
of being a paradigmatic threat; its past is filled with dreaners,
bel i evers, nmen and wonen of inmagination and innovation; and

VWHEREAS, Sone notable contributions which have daily inpacts on
nodern civilization include: [Ibn al-Haitham s schol arship established
fundanmental principles of optics including the connection between the
optic nerve and the brain in the First Century A D.; al gebra originated
in Al -Khwarizm's Kitab al-Jabr Wl - Mugabal a, the Book of Reasoning and
Bal anci ng; Al -Zahrawi's illustrated nmedical encycl opedia was in w de use
for over 500 years; teaching hospitals as we know themoriginated in 9th
Century Egypt; Fatima al-Firhi established the first-degree granting
university in Fez, now in Mrocco; in the 9th Century, Abbas ibn Firnas
was the first human to successfully achieve flight; and coffee was first
brewed in Yenen in the 9th Century; and

WHEREAS, Currently, there are Muslimlegislators serving in both the
New York State Assenbly and Senate; and

WHEREAS, International Mislim Hi story Month provides an excell ent
nmeans by which all New Yorkers can learn nore about the rich Mislim



heritage, while fostering an appreciation for this ancient culture anong
future generations; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is proud to acknow edge various
cultures of people who add to the overall diversity of our State and, on
this occasion, we take the opportunity to recognize the contributions
made by the Muslim Anerican community; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuono to proclaim May 2021, as Mislim
Hi story Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonpb, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



