Senat e Resol ution No. 699
BY: Senat or MAYER

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
April 2021, as Arab Anmerican Heritage Month in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonpb to proclaim April 2021, as Arab Anerican
Heritage Month in the State of New York, in conjunction wth the
observance of National Arab Anmerican Heritage Month; and

WHEREAS, For over a century, Arab Anericans have been making
val uabl e contributions to every aspect of Anerican society in: nedicine,
| aw, busi ness, technol ogy, civic engagenent, governnent, and culture;
and

WHEREAS, Since migrating to Anerica, people of Arab descent have
shared their rich culture and traditions wth neighbors and friends,
while also setting fine exanples of nodel citizens and public servants;
and

WHEREAS, Arab Anericans have brought wth them to Anmerica their
resilient famly val ues, strong work ethic, dedication to education, and
diversity in faith and creed that have added strength to our denocracy;
and

WHEREAS, witer Aneen R hani's 1911 nasterpiece, The Book of Khalid,
the first Arab-American novel, 1is an inportant record of Ar ab
immgration to the Little Syria conmunity of Lower Manhattan, and today
is a powerful exanple of the potential of the United States to
strengthen ties with the Arab world; and

VHEREAS, Ar ab- Aneri can poet Kahlil Gbran's nmasterpiece, The
Prophet, was a transformative piece of I|iterature, wth over 100
translations, making it one of the nost translated books in history and
di scusses topics of the human condition in the nost el oquent of ways by
hi ghl'i ghting inclusion and understandi ng of all peoples; and

WHEREAS, The first Arabic speaker to conme to North Anerica,
Zammouri, arrived as an enslaved person from Morocco in 1528, and was an
i mportant explorer of the present-day Anmerican Sout hwest; and

VWHEREAS, Wrld fairs were one of many ways sone Anericans of Arab
descent cane to visit the United States fromthe Arab world and hel ped
grow this State by establishing businesses in the United States and the
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, The Arab Anerican |Institute estimtes there are roughly
3,700,000 Arab Americans living in the United States, including over
200,000 in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, According to Census Bureau data, Arabic is one of the



fastest growi ng | anguages in the United States; and

WHEREAS, There is a need for public education, awareness, and
policies that are culturally conpetent when descri bing, discussing, or
addressing the inpacts of being Arab Anerican in all aspects of Anerican
soci ety, including discourse and policy; and

VWHEREAS, The incredible contributions and heritage of Arab Americans
have hel ped us build a better Nation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim April 2021, as Arab
Anerican heritage Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, CGovernor of the State of
New York; and the student body, faculty, and staff of the Kahlil G bran
School in Yonkers, New York, the Arab Anmerican Institute in Washington

D.C., and the Anerican-Arab Anti-Discrimnation Comrittee in Washi ngton
D. C.



