Senate Resolution No. 668
BY: Senat or MAYER

CELEBRATING the life and acconplishnents of Doris

J. Bai | ey- Reavi s, dedi cat ed public servant,
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of her
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Doris J. Bailey-Reavis of Port Chester, New York died on
Friday, February 5, 2021, at the age of 93; and

WHEREAS, Doris J. Bailey-Reavis was born on May 16, 1927, to Robert
Jones in Port Chester; at an early age, she was exposed to soci al
justice issues by NAACP | eaders such as Effie Gordon at the Carver
Center along with her friends; these teachings would serve as a guide in
her volunteer work and remain with her throughout her |ong and esteened
life; and

WHEREAS, In June of 1945, Doris J. Bailey-Reavis graduated from Port
Chester Hi gh School and went on to attend |Immanuel Lutheran College in
G eensboro, North Carolina, where she converted to the Lutheran faith;
and

WHEREAS, Doris J. Bailey-Reavis was a hard worker and held various
public service positions wth the Departnent of Defense in Washi ngton
D.C., the New York Departnent of Tax and Finance, the Port Chester
Public Schools, and Admi nistrative Assistant to the Southern Wstchester
BOCES Director of Human Resources, the position from which she
officially retired in 1990; and

VWHEREAS, Doris J. Bail ey-Reavis shared her considerable talents and
| eadership skills with nmany worthy organi zati ons and causes such as the
Port Chester Strategic Planning Commttee, the Port Chester Carver
Center, the |Immanuel Lutheran College Al umi Association, the John F.
Kennedy Magnet School, and the Port Chester/Rye NAACP where she served
as Secretary, Treasurer and President; and

WHEREAS, For her steadfast and wunremtting commtnment to her
comunity, Doris J. Bailey-Reavis was the recipient of nunerous awards
and accol ades such as the Council of Community Services of Port Chester
for the Extra Mle Award in My 2019 and the Wstchester County
Legislature African Anerican Hi story Month Award; she was al so sel ected
to the Westchester Senior Citizens Hall of Fane, named The Carver Center
Bl ack Hi story Month honoree, and was honored for her outstanding work
with the Port Chester/Rye NAACP; and

VWHEREAS, Even though Doris J. Bail ey-Reavis experienced great sorrow
with the death of her daughter, Alethia Joy, and her husband, John W



Reavis, Jr., she truly lived a long and full |[|ife helping others; up
until her final days, she continued her life's m ssion of ensuring
social justice for all; shortly before her death, she submtted an

opi nion newspaper colum to the |ocal Westnore News and spoke at the
nonthly nmeeting of the Port Chester Rye NAACP; and

WHEREAS, A trailblazer and tireless supporter of the African
Anmerican community in Port Chester, Doris J. Bailey-Reavis wll always
be renmenbered for her efforts in securing positions for African American
teachers in the schools, wurging mnority participation on the Port
Chester Conplete Count Committee for the 2020 Census and serving on the
state-mandated comrittee to review police policies and procedures; and

VWHEREAS, Through her many benevol ent good deeds, this conpassionate
and strong worman truly nade the Village of Port Chester, the Town of Rye
and New York State as a whole, a nore caring, just and equitable place
for its residents to |ive, work and play; and

WHEREAS, Arned wth a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Doris J. Bailey-Reavis |eaves behind a Ilegacy which wll
l ong endure the passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nenory
to all she served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
celebrate the Ilife and acconplishnments of Doris J. Bailey-Reavis,
dedi cated public servant, distinguished citizen and devoted nenber of
her conmmunity; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Doris J. Bailey-Reavis.



