Senat e Resol ution No. 656
BY: Senat or AKSHAR

CONGRATULATI NG Ben Nel son upon the occasion of his
retirement after many years of distinguished service
to Section IV Athletics

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recogni ze that
the quality of |life in the conmunities across this great State of New
York is enriched by the diligence and conpassi onate conm tnent of those
i ndi vidual s whose singular purpose is the care and welfare of our
student athletes; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratul ate Ben Nel son upon the occasion of his retirement after many
years of distinguished service to Section IV Athletics; and

WHEREAS, An exceptional athlete, Ben Nelson lettered in baseball,
basketball, track, volleyball and football before graduating from
Bai nbridge-CGuilford H gh School in 1958; he then played basketball at
Trinity Pawing, Colgate University and Loui siana University, and spent
a year in Hannover, Germany as a player-coach for a Division Il team
and

WHEREAS, Upon his return to the United States, Ben Nelson becane
involved in youth and high school athletics during sumers at Canp
Dudl ey for nore than 60 years; and

VWHEREAS, Ben Nel son began his | ong and di stingui shed career as an
educator and adm nistrator at Oxford Acadeny in Oxford, New York, as a
mat h teacher and coach of boys and girls varsity basketball, cross
country, and track and field teans bringing themto Section 4 Cass C
and Pi oneer League Chanpi onships; and

WHEREAS, In 1988, Ben Nelson assuned the role of Drector of
Athletics at Oxford Acadeny, and 10 years |ater, he becanme the Executive
Director of Section IV Athletics; in 2021, he will officially retire
after nore than two decades, making him New York State's |ongest serving
Executive Director; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his tenure, Ben Nelson diligently worked to
i nprove Section IV's finances and was instrunental in bringing nunerous
NYSPHSAA chanpi onship events to Section IV, including the 2017-2019
NYSPHSAA Boys Basketball Chanpionships at the Floyd L. M nes Veterans
Menorial Arena, baseball, field hockey, boys soccer, outdoor track &
field and cross country; and

VWHEREAS, Devot ed to his profession and to the Section 1|V
student-at hl etes, Ben Nel son attended every chanpi onship game or neet,
and proudly watched as they captured numerous New York State titles; and

WHEREAS, Ben Nelson was the Assistant Executive Director for the



Basket bal | Coaches Associ ation of New York (BCANY) and served on the
organi zation's Board since its inception; he was also involved in

nuner ous sports safety, academ cs and sportsmanshi p prograns, and served
on NYSPHSAA' s Boys Basketball State Conmttee; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his esteened career, Ben Nel son has been the
proud recipient of nunmerous awards and accolades, including the Qis
Sennett Award of Excellence, D stinguished Service Awards fromthe New
York State Athletic Adm nistrators Associ ation, Golden Apple Award, Canp
Dudl ey Man of the Year Award and Southern Tier Basketball Oficials
Dedi cati on Award; and

WHEREAS, A greater Binghanton Sports Hall of Fanme honoree, Ben
Nel son was elected into the BCANY Hall of Fane in 2014, and was i nducted
into the New York State Public H gh School Athletic Association's Hal
of Fame, C ass of 2018; and

WHEREAS, For nunerous years, Ben Nelson has been commtted to
gui ding, nmolding and inspiring the team nenbers toward their goals, and
remains a source of inspiration and knowl edge to all he has befriended,
educat ed and nentored; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the quality of life in their community and have shown a | ong and
sustained commitnent to the naintenance of high standards in their
prof ession, certainly have earned the recognition and applause of al
the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Ben Nel son upon the occasion of his retirenment after many
years of distinguished service to Section IV Athletics, and to wish him
continued success in all his future endeavors; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Ben Nel son.



