Senate Resolution No. 561
BY: Senat or MAYER

MOURNI NG the death of Mirray Wttner, NMD, PhD,
renowned pathol ogi st, distinguished citizen and
devoted nenber of his comunity

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of our community who,
through their selfless commtnent and dedi cation, have served to better
the quality of life in our cormunity and have had a neasurable positive
inmpact on the lives of its residents; Dr. Murray Wttner was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, It is wth great sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of Dr. Murray Wttner, noting the
significance of his purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

VWHEREAS, Born on April 23, 1927 in New York Cty, Dr. Murray Wttner
di ed on Thursday, March 18, 2021, at the age of 93; and

WHEREAS, Interested in science froman early age, "Wt" as he was
affectionately known at Far Rockaway H gh School, was a nenber of the
Bi ol ogy and Chem stry Clubs, as well as various service organizations;
after gr aduati on, he attended the Uni versity of [I'linois,
Ur ban- Chanpai gn, where he received both his Bachelor of Liberal Arts and
Master of Science (zool ogy) degrees; and

VWHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his studies, Mirray Wttner enlisted
in the United States Air Force and proudly served his country during the
Korean War from 1951 to 1953, advancing to the esteemed rank of First
Li eutenant; and

WHEREAS, Stationed in Tokyo, Mrray Wttner served as consul tant
parasitologist to the Air Force Surgeon of the Far East Air Force; after
the war, he returned to Harvard University, settling in Watertown,
Massachusetts, with his bride and conpleting his doctorate in 1955; and

VWHEREAS, Followi ng the advice of his lifelong best friend, the |ate
Arthur GIllman, Murray Wttner went on to attend Yale University Schoo
of Medicine, graduating in 1961; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mirray Wttner and his wfe, the fornmer Phyllis
G Il man, noved from West Haven, Connecticut, to Mamaroneck, New York, in
1962, and then noved to their present hone in Larchnont, New York, in
1964; and

WHEREAS, Murray nmet Phyllis, his best friend Arthur's younger
sister, when they were children; it was only after Murray returned from
the Ar Force, however, that he noticed her; the two would go for |ong
drives so Murray could practice driving to get his driver's license; it
was perhaps at this tinme that he also began his lifetine romance with
cars, especially sports cars, a passion he held throughout his life; and



WHEREAS, Dr. Murray Wttner's illustrious career as a pathol ogi st
and specialist in parasitology spanned nore than 50 years at the Al bert
Ei nstein Col | ege of Medicine (AECOM in the Bronx, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his extraordinary tenure at AECOM Dr. Mirray
Wttner ran a research | aboratory where he nentored dozens of young
doctors and scientists, taught parasitology at the nmedical school, and
regularly saw patients at the hospital and later at his travel nedicine
clinic; he was Professor Eneritus at the Al bert Einstein College of
Medi ci ne; and

WHEREAS, An audi ophile and avid photographer, Dr. Mrray Wttner
also had a passion for classical nusic, hi fidelity stereo equi pnent,
synphony orchestra and the opera; he and Phyllis regularly attended the
New York Phil harnoni c- Synphony Orchestra, the Metropolitan Opera, and
the New York City Ballet; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Murray Wttner and his close friend, the late N chol as
Del agi, spent many evenings listening to, critiquing, and enjoying nusic
pl ayed on the | atest stereo equi pnent; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, a shutterbug, Dr. Murray Wttner was a regul ar
at the Bronx Zoo and New York Botanical Garden, where he and a smal
group of devotees, "the canera club,” would gather on Saturday nornings;
and

VWHEREAS, For much of his life, Dr. Murray Wttner was always ready
with a canera; he was best known as a nature photographer, especially
animal s and | andscapes, but also excelled in closeup work of flowers and
I nsects; and

WHEREAS, Additionally, he was equally confortable on both sides of
the film and would descend into his color darkroomfor hours on end
devel oping and printing his pictures; he and Phyllis worked together
mounting and framng Miurray's work, many of which adorn their home; and

VWHEREAS, Wiile he was passionate about many things, above all his
greatest passion was being a father to his two children, a grandfather
to his two grandsons, and a husband to his wife of nearly 66 years,
Phyl lis; and

VWHEREAS, In addition to his wife, Dr. Murray Wttner is survived by
his daughter and son-in-law, Lisa Wttner and Jack Schwartz; son and
daughter-in-law, David and Hsin Hsin Wttner; and two grandsons, M chael
and Hunter Wttner; as well as a niece, Sarah G IlInman; and nephew,
Theodore G || man; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Murray Wttner's infinite selflessness and benevol ence
will shine on through his famly's vivid and happy nenories; his insight
and strength will forever serve as a beacon of |ove, light and hope to
the countless lives he touched; and

WHEREAS, Arned with a humanistic spirit and i nbued with a sense of
conpassion, Dr. Murray Wttner | eaves behind a legacy which wll |ong



endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
who were privileged to have known and | oved such an amazing man; he wl|l
be deeply mssed and truly nerits the grateful tribute of this
Legi sl ati ve Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Murray Wttner, MD, PhD, and to express its deepest
condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of Murray Wttner, NMD, PhD.



