Senate Resolution No. 410
BY: Senat or COONEY

CELEBRATING the |ife and | egacy of The Honorabl e
M chael A. Telesca, dedicated public servant and
devoted nenber of his comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose |ifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, The Honorabl e M chael Anthony Tel esca of Gates, New York,
died on Thursday, March 5, 2020, at the age of 90; he was a United
States District Court Judge for the Western District of New York for
nearly four decades; and

WHEREAS, Over a |long and preeninent career, Mchael A Telesca
di stingui shed hinself and his profession, serving tirelessly in the
admnistration of the law, while diligently guarding over the rights of
the citizens it serves; and

WHEREAS, Born on Novenber 25, 1929, in Rochester, New York, M chael
A Tel esca was the son of a garnent worker and a United States Mari ne;
and

VWHEREAS, M chael A. Tel esca graduated with a bachelor's degree from
the University of Rochester in 1952, before attending and earning his
| aw degree fromthe University of Buffalo Law School in 1955; and

VWHEREAS, After |law school, Mchael A Telesca followed in his
father's footsteps and joined the United States Marine Corps; he served
his country from 1955 until 1957 during the Korean Conflict, conpleting
his mlitary service with the esteened rank of First Lieutenant; and

VWHEREAS, M chael A. Telesca then entered private practice,
eventual |y becoming a partner with the Rochester firm Lanb, Wbster,
Walz & Telesca; in 1972, he was el ected a Monroe County Surrogate Court
Judge, and was a designated Justice of the New York State Suprene Court
for alnbst 10 years; and

VWHEREAS, 1In 1982, Mchael A Telesca was appoi nted by Ronal d Reagan
as a United States District Court Judge for the Western District of New
York, and was Chief Justice of that court from 1989 until 1996; and

VWHEREAS, The Honorable M chael A Telesca's notto was "Dignity In
and Dignity Qut," neaning all Ilitigants needed to be treated wth
dignity and respect throughout the proceedings; and

WHEREAS, M chael A Telesca continued as a District Court Judge,
based in Rochester, and in 1996, was appointed to the Federal Alien
Terrorist Renoval Court, serving in this capacity until 2015; and



VWHEREAS, In 2000, Mchael A Telesca approved an $8 mllion
settlenent to conpensate the victins and survivors of the Attica prison
riot of 1971; and

VWHEREAS, M chael A. Telesca was a nenber of the Board of Directors
of the Federal Judicial Center, a training school for federal judges in
Washi ngton, D.C.; the Second G rcuit Judicial Council; and the Editorial
Advi sory Board of the State-Federal Judicial Observer; and

WHEREAS, His conmitnent to excellence, and his spirit of humanity,
carried over into all fields of enterprise, including charitable and
civic endeavors; he served on nunerous boards including: the Association
for Mentally Retarded Persons, National Kidney Foundation, Genesee
Hospi tal Foundation and the ARC of Monroe County, an advocacy group for
mental |y di sabl ed persons; he was al so active with the Rochester Chapter
of the University of Buffalo Law Alumi Association and served as an
eneritus nmenber of the Dean's Advisory Council at the Law School; and

WHEREAS, M chael A Telesca was the reci pi ent of a 1986
Di stinguished Alumus Award for his judicial work, and in 2001 with a
Buf fal o Law Revi ew Award, recognizing his service to both the University
of Buffalo Law School and the Western New York community; and

WHEREAS, M chael A. Tel esca al so received the 2006 Edwin F. Jaeckle
Award from the University at Buffalo Law School and the University at
Buf fal o Law Al ummi Associ ation, the highest honor the Law School and the
Law Al umi Associ ation can bestow, he was honored with this prestigious
award for making significant contributions to both the Law School and
t he | egal profession; and

WHEREAS, M chael A. Telesca's stellar reputation for fairness and
firmess was acknow edged in 2006 when t he downtown hone of |ocal | egal
services was renaned the Mchael A Telesca Center for Justice; and

WHEREAS, M chael A. Telesca is survived by his wife of 67 years,
Ethel Telesca; tw children, Mchele Tel esca and Stephen Tel esca; two
grandchi l dren, Andrea Tel esca and Maria (Andrew) Loss; a sister, Mary
Schmtt; two dear famly friends, Tony Zaragoza and Terri Medina; and
his long-tine faithful secretary, Joan Countryman; as well as severa
ni eces and nephews; and

WHEREAS, A master in nediating difficult matters, Mchael A. Tel esca
will be renmenbered for his steadfast loyalty to the United States
Constitution; his innate skill in discerning resolutions when others
could not; and the ability to conmunicate with anyone, regardl ess of
their status or background; and

WHEREAS, M chael A. Tel esca, who displayed many unique qualities,
lived an imensely beautiful |ife built on conpassion, kindness, and
respect for both the position he held and for others; he will be truly
m ssed by all those who had the privilege and honor of know ng him now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to



celebrate the |ife and | egacy of The Honorable M chael A. Telesca, and
to express its deepest condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of The Honorable M chael A Tel esca.



