Senate Resol ution No. 353
BY: Senat or H NCHEY

MOURNI NG the death of Frances G Tonko, bel oved
friend, nother and pillar in her community

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmmunities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, It is with feelings of deepest regret that this Legislative
Body records the passing of Frances G Tonko, an extraordi nary wonan of
i ndomtable faith and dedi cati on whose purposeful life will long serve
as a standard to which others m ght aspire; and

WHEREAS, Frances G Tonko of Amsterdam New York, died on Sunday,
January 24, 2021, at the age of 99; and

WHEREAS, A |ifelong resident of Anmsterdam Frances G Tonko was born
on April 16, 1921; she was the bel oved daughter of Bol esl aw and Kar ol yna
Bi k G aj ewski; and

VWHEREAS, A 1937 graduate of WIbur H Lynch H gh School, Frances G
Tonko | ater went on to continue her post graduate studies; and

VWHEREAS, Frances and Stanley C. Tonko were united in marriage on
June 21, 1947; the couple shared 68 wonderful years together until
St anl ey passed away on June 28, 2015; and

WHEREAS, A wonan of nmany talents, Frances G Tonko di stingui shed
hersel f in her profession and by her sincere dedication and substanti al
contribution to the welfare of her community; she was enpl oyed by the
Sel ective Service Systemand | ater worked for the Ansterdam |nsurance
Agency until her retirement in 1976; and

VWHEREAS, This devout woman was a nenber of St. Stanislaus Church and
the Ladies Rosary Society; she was al so a nenber of the St. Mary's C ub
60 and a past nenber of the Montgonery County Wonen's Denocratic d ub,
as well as New York Bl ood Donor of the Year; and

VWHEREAS, Frances G Tonko 's <conmitnment to excellence, and her
spirit of humanity, <carried over into all fields of enterprise,
I ncl udi ng charitable and civic endeavors; and

WHEREAS, Frances G Tonko took great pride in her vegetable and
fl ower gardens; she was a cel ebrated baker and cook; her food was al ways
I n demand, and her delicious pierogi, |asagna, babka bread, and |enon
nmeringue pie were loved by all; she was also an avid | over of animals,
particularly her own, Victor and Vanessa; and

VWHEREAS, Predeceased by her husband, Stanley; her brother, Joseph
(El'i zabeth); her sister, Jessie (John); and a sister-in-law, Victoria



(Edward); Frances G Tonko is survived by her two children, Patricia
Tonko and Uni ted States Congressman Paul D. Tonko; niece and
goddaughter, Gayle; niece, D ane; and two nephews, Edward and Richard;

as well as four grandni eces, one grandnephew and two great-grandni eces;
and

WHEREAS, Arnmed wth a humanistic spirit and i mbued wth a sense of
conpassi on, Frances G Tonko | eaves behind a legacy which wll 1ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
she served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Frances G Tonko, beloved friend, nother, and pillar
in her conmunity; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Frances G Tonko.



