Senat e Resol ution No. 2900
BY: Senator GALLI VAN

MOURNI NG the death of Douglas H. Baker, founder
and president eneritus of Mercy Flight, |oving
husband, father and grandfather, and devoted nenber
of his comunity

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of our community who,
through their selfless comm tnment and dedi cation, have served to better
the quality of life in our conmunity and have had a neasurabl e positive
i npact on the lives of its residents; Douglas H Baker was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, It is wth profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legi sl ative Body records the passing of Douglas H Baker, noting the
significance of his purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

WHEREAS, A true pillar in his comunity, Douglas H Baker of
Buf fal o, New York, died on Friday, August 19, 2022, at the age of 79;
and

WHEREAS, |In 1981, Douglas H Baker, owner and operator of LaSalle
Ambul ance for nearly three decades, had a vision to assist nore patients
In need; during this tinme, he approached several individuals within the
heal thcare field to junp on board, but due to the immturity of EMS as a
whol e, they felt current practices in place were sufficient; and

VWHEREAS, Douglas H. Baker remmined dedicated to his m ssion and
found Sister Sheila Marie Walsh, Dr. WMitthew Burke, and Dr. James
Ehi nger who shared his vision of providing air nedical services to the
communi ties of Western New York; and

VWHEREAS, Mercy Flight was established as the pioneer air-nedical
service in New York State and one of the first of its kind in the United
States; it began fromone base in Buffalo, New York, operating 12 hours
a day and utilizing one |eased 206B Jet Ranger helicopter (N9O2EH)
staffed by two pilots and three LaSal |l e Anbul ance Paranedi cs; and

VWHEREAS, For nore than 40 vyears, wunder the able |eadership of
Dougl as H.  Baker, Mercy Flight has provided countless individuals wth
conpassi onate, rapid and safe emergency air nedical transport; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, this vital organization perfornms its life
saving mssion without regard for its patient's health insurance status
or ability to pay; and

WHEREAS, A truly courageous and conpassi onate man, Douglas H Baker
brought untol d good to thousands upon thousands of people, not just in
Western New York, but across the gl obe; and

WHEREAS, Wiile he was passionate about many things, above all his
great est passion was being a husband, father and grandfather; and



VWHEREAS, Predeceased by his son, Todd, and his brother, Warren,
Douglas H. Baker is survived by his beloved wife, Barbara; his |oving

children, Karen (Todd) and St ephani e (Josh); and hi s ador ed
grandchi |l dren, Taylor, Connor, Julia, Hadley, Drew and Myl es; and

VWHEREAS, Douglas H. Baker's infinite selflessness and benevol ence
will shine on through his famly's vivid and happy nenories; his insight
and strength will forever serve as a beacon of |ove, light and hope to
the countless lives he touched; and

WHEREAS, Arned wth a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Douglas H Baker |eaves behind a |egacy which wll long
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nmenory to al
who were privileged to have known and | oved such an anmazing man; he wl|l
be deeply missed and truly nerits the grateful tribute of this
Legi sl ative Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Douglas H Baker, and to express its deepest
condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Douglas H Baker.



