Senate Resol ution No. 2891
BY: Senator STEC

COMVENDI NG Lance Corporal G egory T. Lee upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comend Lance
Corporal Gregory T. Lee wupon the occasion of his designation as
recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited speci al
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behalf of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, Lance Corporal G egory T. Lee enlisted in the United States
Marine Corps on My 2, 1968; after conpleting basic training, he was
deployed to the Vietnam War in Septenber of 1968 where he was assigned
to Co K, 3rd Marine Battalion, 7th Marine Reginent, 1st Marine Division,
FMF, and

VWHEREAS, While fighting against the eneny in Quang Nam Provi nce on
May 8, 1969, in Operation Cklahoma Hills, Lance Corporal Gegory T. Lee
was seriously injured in a nortar explosion; the injury resulted in the
anputation of one arm but wth nuch resilience, he continues to
advocate for other veterans, spending nuch of his tinme now working with
vet eran associ ations and even driving those in need to the VA hospital
i n Al bany, New York; and

VWHEREAS, For his courageous service during the Vietnam War, Lance
Corporal Gegory T. Lee was awarded nunerous nedal s and awards incl uding
the Purple Heart Medal, National Defense Service Medal, the Good Conduct
Medal , and nmany nore; and

VWHEREAS, Followi ng the conpletion of his mlitary service on March
31, 1970, Lance Corporal Gegory T. Lee entered federal civilian
enpl oynent at Plattsburgh Air Force Base in 1970 where he served in the
Moral e, Welfare and Recreation Departnment until 1991; and

WHEREAS, Active in his comunity, Lance Corporal Gegory T. Lee
worked tirelessly for his fellow veterans, organizing various functions
for DAV, VFW and Anerican Legion posts; he planned fundraisers,
parades, informational canpaigns, raised awareness of |egislations
affecting veterans, and held nenbership drives; and



VWHEREAS, Lance Corporal G egory T. Lee enrolled at Cinton Conmunity
Col l ege in Plattsburgh, New York, as a nenber of the school's first-ever
Parks and Recreation Program he finished at the top of his class, was

voted Student of the Year in his major, and graduated with honors while
achieving his associate's degree in Parks and Recreation; and

WHEREAS, In other acts of service to his conmmunity, Lance Cor por al
Gregory T. Lee continues to volunteer with Honor Flight in Plattsburgh
a conpany which ains to provide New York veterans with a flight to
Washi ngton, D.C. to experience the gratefulness this Nation has to
offer; the veteran gives countless hours of his tinme signing veterans up
for the flights, arranging sites to be visited in Washington, D.C ,
pi cking up and escorting veterans to the Honor Flight site, organizing
wel com ng cerenonies prior to the Honor Flight itself, organizing return
Honor Flights from Wshington, D.C, and fundraising; and

VWHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
with which these nmen and wonen served their country, and must recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who risked their
lives for their beloved Nation and to those who continue to be m ssing
in action; and

WHEREAS, Havi ng exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
Lance Corporal Gegory T. Lee denonstrated his love for his country and
nerits forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, CQur Nation's veterans deserve to be recognized, comended,
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their communities, their State, and their
Nati on; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Lance Corporal Gegory T. Lee wupon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed
upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Lance Corporal Gregory T. Lee.



