Senate Resol ution No. 2801
BY: Senat or COONEY

COVMEMORATI NG the 50th Anniversary of the Annual
Community Gay Pride Picnic of Rochester, New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize the
profound inpact of those exenplary organizations within the great State
of New York which proactively work for the enpowernent of mnority
comunities, and the inportance of such work which benefits all citizens
of this State, and indeed, all <citizens of the Nation, should be
rightfully conmended; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 50th Anniversary of the Annual Community Gay Pride
Pi cnic of Rochester, New York; and

WHEREAS, The citizens of the City of Rochester and its surrounding
areas have been commtted to the advancenent of the notion that New York
Is a place where LGBTQ+ individuals can thrive; and

VWHEREAS, In 1971, alnpbst two years followng the Stonewall Riots,
the Rochester Gay Liberation Front (a University of Rochester student
organi zati on) assenbl ed over 300 people to performa "sit-in" at Genesee
Vall ey Park; that "sit-in" turned into "a happening”" when participants
brought food and played sports throughout the day; this was the first
| ocal event celebrating Pride in the Rochester community; and

VWHEREAS, The First Annual Conmmunity Gay Pride Picnic took place in
1972, the year after the sit in, which is often referred to as the
"gay-in"; this first Picnic was organi zed by courageous LGBTQ+ pioneers
Karen Hagberg, Bob Crystal and Patty Evans; and

VWHEREAS, The hosts, organizers and sponsors of the Pride Picnic
change frequently, over the years, and in 1973, the Picnic becane a
fundraiser for the then newy created Gay Alliance of the Genesee
Val | ey; and

WHEREAS, In the 1980s, as the national gay rights novenent was
expl odi ng, changes occurred in al nost every LGBTQ+ community across the
country; the Pride Picnic grew in attendance and the nunber of
activities, reaching 2,000 participants in 1983; with further growh in
the 1990s that included over 3,000 people at nost Pride Picnics, and
i ncreases though-out the 2000s with attendance reaching close to 4,000
pi cni ckers and festival goers; and

VWHEREAS, I n 1989, a Pride Parade was introduced al ongsi de the Annual
Picnic in the City; the first Parade was held on a portion of East Min
Street in the early evening of Wdnesday, June 28, 1989, on the 20th
Anni versary of the Stonewall R ots in New York City; the choice to hold
it on this date was a synbolic strategy which would show the citizens of
Rochester that the fight for equal rights renmai ned ongoi ng; and



VWHEREAS, As the Picnic grew in attendance, the attractions and Pride
activities grew including: R de For Pride, Stonewall Cookout, ROC Pride
5K, Silent Disco, Trans Sip and Paint, Drag Bingo, and nore; and

VWHEREAS, This year, the 50th Anniversary Pride Picnic's thenme is
titled "A Legacy of Pride,” with the overall thene for Pride Wek being
"Pride in Bloont is taking place at the Roundhouse Shelter at Genesee
Val | ey Park on Sunday, July 10, 2022, kicking off Rochester's Pride
Week; and

WHEREAS, The 2022 Pride Picnic 1is being hosted by the ROC Pride
Col l ective, a conmunity-based coalition dedicated to celebrating LGBTQ+
Pride in the Geater Rochester area; they are comritted to enpowering
all local LABTQ+ individuals and their allies, and strive to create
safe, open spaces where participants can feel confortable to be their
aut hentic selves; and

WHEREAS, CQur society is greatly benefited by the purposeful efforts
of individuals who unite for the cause of inproving the quality of life
for others, and who proactively work toward the goal of dignity for all;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 50th Anniversary of the Annual Community Gay Pride
Picnic of Rochester, New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the ROC Pride Collective.



