Senate Resolution No. 2795
BY: Senat or KAPLAN

CONGRATULATI NG The Honor abl e Leonard L. Finz upon
the occasion of being inducted into the Oficer
Candi dat e School Hall of Fane

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recogni ze that
the quality and character of life in the communities across New York
State are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
organi zati ons and i ndividuals who woul d devote thenselves to the welfare
of the community and its citizenry; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratul ate The Honorable Leonard L. Finz upon the occasion of being
i nducted into the O ficer Candi date School Hall of Fane; and

WHEREAS, Born in a wal k-up tenenent in the Lower East Side of
Manhattan in 1924 to immgrant parents, Leonard L. Finz attended
el enentary school in Brooklyn, New York, where he trained in both nusic
and voice during the G eat Depression; and

WHEREAS, Leonard L. Finz was accepted as a gifted nusic student into
the H gh School of Misic & Art in upper Manhattan, and after becom ng
first clarinetist in the prized school synphony orchestra and | eader of
Its jazz band, he was drafted into the United States Arny at the age of
18, and proudly served his country during Wrld VWar 11; and

VWHEREAS, Upon the successful conpletion of his basic training,
Leonard L. Finz served in the Special Services as a producer, director,
and perfornmer of shows he created for thousands of soldiers on the base;
and

VWHEREAS, "Born of talent,” Leonard L. Finz was assigned to the
United States Arnmy Band as a saxophone and clarinet specialist; he then
applied to the field artillery Oficers Candidate School (OCS), passed
test requirenments, and was accepted into the program and

VWHEREAS, After four nonths of training, Leonard L. Finz was one of
32 to graduate OCS and was conm ssioned a 2nd Lieutenant in the Field
Artillery; trained in beach |Iandings, he boarded a troop ship heading
for Ckinawa and assigned to the first wave attack force upon the
Japanese nminland where 400,000 Japanese were dug-in wth Kam kaze
aircraft support; after Japan surrendered, he was shipped to Leyte,
Philippines, to serve as a Judge Advocate General (JAG |awer; even
t hough he was not qualified, his inpeccable record as an officer proved
he coul d handl e the position, and do the job well; and

WHEREAS, For his distinguished service, Leonard L. Finz was the
reci pient of nunerous mlitary nedals including the Arny Comrendation
Medal, was inducted into the prestigious United States Arny Artillery
OCS Hall of Fane, and was presented with the Anmerican flag that was



flomm in his honor for one full day atop the Capitol of the United
States; in addition, his mlitary biography has been filed as a
per manent record with the United States Library of Congress in

Washi ngton, D.C., which has now been archived and enshrined there for
eternity; and

VWHEREAS, After being discharged wth the rank of 1st Lieutenant,
Leonard L. Finz used the A Bill to earn a Bachelor of Arts and |aw
degree from New York University (NYU), where he was el ected President of
the entire | aw student body; and

VWHEREAS, During this time, Leonard L. Finz returned to his nusical
roots, and signed a contract with Music Corp. of Anerica as both a
singer and songwiter; he recorded many songs under the stage nane
"Lennie Forrest,” and went on a national tour to many TV, radio, and
ni ghtclub venues throughout the United States, where he al so perforned
with the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra; and

VWHEREAS, Leonard L. Finz also auditioned for the | ead Hollywod role
in the renake of "The Jazz Singer," and was cast on the NBC soap opera
"Anot her World"; and

WHEREAS, Leonard L. Finz then returned to his |egal career and
becane active in politics, and ran for the New York State Senate and
United States Congress; he was appoi nted Queens County Canpai gn Chair man
for lum naries such as John F. Kennedy, Robert F. Kennedy, and Lyndon B.
Johnson, and was el ected the youngest New York City Civil Court Judge at
the time; later, he was elected a New York State Suprene Court Justice;
and

VWHEREAS, After |eaving the bench, Leonard L. Finz becane a partner
in the firmof his former | aw professor where he won record settlenents
and verdicts in Brooklyn, Queens, Nassau, Suf f ol k, West chester,
Rockl and, Schenectady, Al bany, Syracuse, and other areas of New York
State, in addition to New Haven, Hartford and other jurisdictions; and

WHEREAS, Leonard L. Finz al so taught | aw courses at Queens Coll ege
and New York Law School, and served as a faculty nenber of The Nationa
Judi cial College in Reno, Nevada; and

VWHEREAS, In 1984, Leonard L. Finz founded his own firm Finz & Finz,
and has earned the reputation as a mnmaster trial advocate in the
courtroom he has achi eved the highest |egal rating of "Preem nence" in
addition to being peer-reviewed as "One of Anmerica's Pr eem nent
Lawyers"; and

VWHEREAS, Leonard L. Finz is always available to | end his expertise
tothe firms trial lawers and staff on l|egal issues and courtroom
strategy and offers advice on the prosecution of nedical nal practice and
personal injury cases; and

WHEREAS, For his steadfast and wunremtting commtnent to his
prof essi on and community, Leonard L. Finz received nunmerous award and
accol ades from vari ous organi zati ons; and



WHEREAS, Leonard L. Finz is also an author who has published many
articles and four books; currently, he is working on his fifth thriller
novel ; and

VWHEREAS, Through his numerous years of service, and nost inportantly
his infallible hunmor and kindness, Leonard L. Finz has dedicated his

life to maki ng Manhasset, and Long Island as a whole, a better place to
live, work and play; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the quality of life in their community and have shown a | ong and
sustai ned conmtnment to the nmaintenance of high standards in their
profession, <certainly have earned the recognition and appl ause of al
the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate The Honorable Leonard L. Finz upon the occasion of being
i nducted into the Oficer Candidate School Hall of Fane; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Leonard L. Finz.



