Senat e Resol ution No. 2645
BY: Senator COWRI E

COMVENDI NG The Reverend Karen Davis-Lawson upon
the occasion of her installation as Rector of St.
Davi d's Epi scopal Church on May 22, 2022

WHEREAS, The character and richness of religious and conmunity life
in this noble Enpire State is nourished and fulfilled through the
faithful concern and selfless devotion of those who would conmit their
energi es and purpose to the mnistry of others; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to bring ful
recognition and just tribute to those individuals who distinguish
t henmsel ves and the ministry through their unremtting conmmtnent and
preem nence of service; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratulate The Reverend Karen Davis-Lawson upon the occasion of her
installation as Rector of St. David's Episcopal Church to be celebrated
on Sunday, My 22, 2022; and

WHEREAS, Karen Davis was born in Trinidad, West Indies, where she
conpl eted both her primary and secondary education before immgrating to
Br ookl yn, New York; and

WHEREAS, Karen Davis earned her bachelor's degree and naster's
degrees in arts and science from Brooklyn College; during this time, she
volunteered and then held the position of Director in an admnistrative
office at her alma mater and the Borough of Manhattan Community Col | ege;
and

VWHEREAS, |In addition, Karen Davis was an active nenber of the Church
of St. Mark in Brooklyn, New York, where she served on the vestry,
Stewardship Conmittee, as a Eucharistic Mnister, and a volunteer in the
parish office; she was also a nmenber and officer of the Young Adults,
Choir, Usher Board, Sunday School, and served on Brooklyn Youth
M nistries and a diocesan commttee on lay mnistries; and

VWHEREAS, Follow ng the |Ioving exanple of faith set by her nother and
grandnot her, and after making her confirmation and attending a Cursillo
weekend, Karen Davis answered the call to ordained mnistry; in 2006,
she entered the GCeneral Theological Semnary in New York where in
addition to required courses, she elected to concentrate on preaching
and st ewardshi p; and

WHEREAS, The following vyear, Karen Davis married Noel Lawson, and
they lived a beautiful and happy life until his death in 2020; and

VWHEREAS, While at the Seminary, Karen Davis-Lawson served as a
sacristan, in the schola (choir), as a chiner, and on the Adm ssions
Commttee; in May of 2009, she received her Master of Divinity degree



and was ordained as a transitional deacon on June 22, 2009, and to the
priesthood on January 16, 2010; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Karen Davi s-Lawson then served at the Church of
the Redeener, Astoria (2009- 2011) and St. George's Church, Astoria
(2009-2021), before assumng the role of the third rector and the first
female rector at St. David's Episcopal Church, Canbria Heights, on
Novenber 1, 2021; and

VWHEREAS, In addition to her role at St. David's, Reverend Karen
Davi s-Lawson is actively involved with the D ocese of Long 1Island,
serving as the Secretary of Convention and a nenber of the Conmittee on
Di spatch of Business and the Disciplinary Board, a clergy coach, and a
trainer in the D ocesan Church Devel opnent Institute; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Karen Davis-Lawson was the president and current
menber of the Black C ergy Caucus, and a participant of the Union of
Bl ack Epi scopalians and the Cursillo community; and

VWHEREAS, When she S not hel ping soneone, Reverend Karen
Davi s- Lawson enjoys traveling, singing and crocheting; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend Karen Davi s-Lawson has brought to her ministry an
overwhelmng spirit of charity and conpassion, acting fromvision and
enlightennent in conducting her admnistrative and spiritual duties,
whi | e al ways di spl ayi ng the highest standards of personal and
prof essional integrity and dedi cation; and

WHEREAS, This distinguished woman of God has al ways gi ven
enl i ghtennment, guidance and wi sdomto the many entrusted to her care and
has adm nistered abundantly and wunstintingly to the spiritual and
corporal needs of all; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when a person
of such noble ains and acconplishnments is brought to our attention it is
appropriate to publicly and jubilantly proclaim and comend that
i ndividual for the edification of others; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend The Reverend Karen Davis-Lawson upon the occasion of her
installation as Rector of St. David's Episcopal Church on May 22, 2022,
noting her unremtting and conpassionate faith and her exenplary service
to God and her conmunity, and extending to her heartfelt best w shes for
a future of continued purposeful success and well-being; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Reverend Karen Davi s-Lawson, St. David's Episcopal
Chur ch



