Senat e Resol ution No. 2497
BY: Senat or H NCHEY

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Sept enber 25-Cctober 2, 2022, as Frontotenporal
Degener ati on Awareness Wek in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official weeks that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
health conditions that affect the lives of citizens of New York State;
and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, it 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Septenber 25-Cctober 2,
2022, as Frontotenporal Degeneration Awareness Wek in the State of New
York, in conjunction with the observance of Wrld FTD Awareness Wek;
and

VWHEREAS, Front ot enporal Degeneration (FTD) is a termnal and
I ncurabl e brain disease affecting the frontal and tenporal | obes causing
I npairnents to speech, personality, behavior and notor skills; and

WHEREAS, FTD usually strikes people in their 40s to 60s, rendering
people in the prime of life unable to work or function normally; and

VWHEREAS, FTD represents an estimated five to 15 percent of al
denmentia cases and is the nost common form of denentia for people under
the age of 60; and

WHEREAS, FTD is often m sdi agnosed as a psychiatric problem or other
neur odegenerative disease because of the w de range of cognitive and
behavi oral synptonms and their young onset; and

VWHEREAS, FTD i nposes average annual costs associated with care and
l'iving with the disease that are approximately double those of
Al zhei nmer' s di sease; and

WHEREAS, FTD often affects a person's ability to express enotions,
show af fection and enpathy for |oved ones; and

WHEREAS, In the behavioral variant of FTD, a person's sense of
social graces and appropriate behavior can be |ost, and their
personality may be significantly changed; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, 1in the |anguage variants of FTD (primary
progressive aphasia), a person may have trouble producing speech and
understanding grammar, |ose the neaning of words or becone hesitant in
their speech and nay eventually becone nute; and

VWHEREAS, In the novenent variants of FTD, a person nay experience
muscl e weakness, falling, |oss of balance, difficulty making speech,
difficulty swall ow ng, and/or choking; and



WHEREAS, Wil e there has never been a gl obal epidem ology study of
FTD, it 1is estimted that nore than 60,000 people are affected in the
United States today; and

VWHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater awareness of this
serious disease, and nore nust be done to increase activity at the
| ocal, State and National |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Septenber 25-Cctober 2,
2022, as Frontotenporal Degeneration Awareness Wek in the State of New
York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kat hy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



