Senat e Resol ution No. 2385
BY: Senator O MARA

MOURNI NG t he deat h of Lei gh WIIlians,
di stingui shed citizen, devoted famly man and
dedi cat ed nenber of his community

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of our community who,
through their selfless commtnent and dedi cation, have served to better
the quality of life in our cormunity and have had a neasurable positive
inmpact on the lives of its residents; Leigh WIlians was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, It is with profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of Leigh WIllianms, noting the
significance of his purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

WHEREAS, Leigh WIllians of M ddlesex, New York, died peacefully at
his hone in Vine Valley on January 11, 2022, just a few weeks before his
78t h birthday; and

WHEREAS, Leigh WIllians grew up with his brothers Jay and Ross in
Potter, New York, and graduated from M ddl esex Valley H gh School in
1962, before earning a degree in Business from Mirrisville College where
he met his future wfe, Bonnie; and

VWHEREAS, The coupl e purchased an abandoned farm on Reed Corners Road
where they welconed their son, Cory, and spent 33 wonderful years
t oget her; and

VWHEREAS, A United States Arny Veteran, Leigh WIlliams worked for
Rochester Gas and Electric in Canandaigua, New York, retiring as
District Manager alongside a team of friends in 1994, after three
decades of distinguished service; and

WHEREAS, Shortly after retirenent, Leigh Wllianms built a permanent
hone adj acent to the cottage his grandparents built in 1931, overl ooking
Canandai gua Lake; neeting up with friends nost nornings for breakfast
was an inportant part of his daily routine, while always naking peopl e
feel welcone to stop by "the cottage” for a swmor an evening barbecue
to watch the sunset; and

WHEREAS, A passionate outdoorsnman, Leigh WIllianms spent a lifetine
enjoying the fishing and hunting opportunities of his beloved comunity;
he vol unt eered endl ess hours throughout his |life to organizations such
as Kiwanis, The M ddlesex Conservation C ub, SCOPE, and The M ddl esex
Heritage G oup; and

WHEREAS, Leigh WIllians was proud to be a Hunters Safety |nstructor
for New York State and was instrunental in starting the New York State
H gh School C ay Target League in Yates County H gh Schools; he was al so
personal ly responsible for the State boat |aunch and upgrades in Vine
Val | ey; and



VWHEREAS, Furthernore, many children caught their first fish or
experienced their first day out hunting thanks to the countless tine

this extraordinary man gave to nentoring |ocal youth through DEC
prograns; and

VWHEREAS, Leigh WIlianms' ongoing commtnent to outdoor pursuits and
education led to his induction into the New York State Qutdoor Hall of
Fanme in 2020, which was an unexpected but trenmendous honor; and

WHEREAS, In addition, Leigh Wllians will be honored posthunously as
Citizen of +the Year on Sunday, August 7, 2022, by M ddl esex, New York,
for his years of service to the community; and

WHEREAS, A man of integrity and charm who al ways wore a kind snile,
Leigh WIllians was a hard worker who gave tirelessly and willingly of
his time and energies to his community, friends and famly; and

WHEREAS, Leigh WIllians is survived by his son, Cory; and brother,
Ross; as well as countless relatives and friends scattered around the
country; and

VWHEREAS, Leigh Wllians' infinite selfl essness and benevol ence wll
shine on through his famly's vivid and happy nenories; his insight and
strength will forever serve as a beacon of |ove, light and hope to the
countless lives he touched; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed wth a humanistic spirit and i nmbued wth a sense of
conpassi on, Leigh WIllians | eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong endure
t he passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nenory to all who
were privileged to have known and | oved such an amazing man; he will be
deeply mssed and truly nerits the grateful tribute of this Legislative
Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Leigh WIlianms, and to express its deepest
condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Leigh WIIlians.



